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DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

Division of Animal Industry

Boston, November 30, 1929.

To the Commissioner of Conservation:

The report of the work of this Division for the year ending November
30, 1929, is respectfully submitted.

BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS
Eradication of bovine tuberculosis in cattle is the most important ac-

tivity of this Division. Work commenced with a rush last December as

the result of two drives put on by the Health Unit of Barnstable County
and the Hood Milk Company of Boston in Franklin County, and since

that time the applications for tests have been coming in to this office in

an increasing number from all over the State.

The total number of tests in 1928 was 54,651, and in 1929, 92,773.

The cattle under supervision have increased by 18,279, making a total

at the end of this year of 58,045 under test.

Barnstable County was declared a modified accredited area on June
13, 1929, and as the Legislature of this year gave special quarantine
authority applying to that County, such authority was exercised under
rules and regulations approved by the Governor and Council, and these
rules and regulations were put into effect on October 23, 1929.

We have at the end of this year twenty-seven towns that are over 85%
under supervision and are eligible for action in accordance with the fol-

lowing section:

"Section 33B. Whenever not less than eighty-five per centum of the
cattle permanently kept in a town are, upon application of their owners,
being tested for bovine tuberculosis under the supervision of the director,

the director may apply the same test to all other cattle in such town."

Requests from the Boards of Health of several of these towns have
been made for the operation of this law, and some towns have already
been cleaned up under its supervision.

For convenience the record of the work on tuberculosis eradication is

divided into three classes:

d) The Examination of Cattle Reported as Showing Physical
Symptoms of Disease.

The work of the department in connection with this classification is

authorized under Chapter 129, Section 29 (requiring report of the exist-

ence of contagious disease in domestic animals), Section 11 (examina-
tion and condemnation of animals found to be affected with tuberculosis),
and Section 12-A (payment for cattle condemned).

During the year there has been reported 307 head of cattle included in
this classification. Of this number 211 were examined physically, con-
demned and killed, 198 proving to be affected with tuberculosis and 13
showing no lesions of that disease. On 7 animals a so-called "permit to
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kill" was granted as there was a doubt on physical examination as to

whether the condition of the animal was due to tuberculosis or not. Five

of these 7 animals proved to have tuberculosis and 2 proved to be affected

with some other condition. Twenty-one animals reported, died prior to

being examined. Sixty-four animals were released as physical examina-

tion did not indicate tuberculosis. In the case of 4 animals no

disposition was made, and these four cases have been carried forward

for action next year.

(2) The Tuberculin Testing of Cattle.

Section 32, Chapter 129, General Laws, relative to the use of tuberculin

and Chapter 353, Acts of 1922 the so-called "Request Test Law," were
amended by Chapter 335, Acts of 1927 and Chapter 332, Acts of 1928.

The following tables are a record of the work accomplished in the test-

ing of cattle at request of owner:
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COUNTY STATISTICS

Cattle
Census

Herds Head

Under Test

Herds % Head %

One Clean
Test

Two Clean
Tests

Herds

Accredited

Head Herds Head Herds Head

Barnstable
Berkshire
Bristol
Dukes
Essex
Franklin .

Hampden
Hampshire
Middlesex
Nantucket
Norfolk .

Plymouth
Suffolk
Worcester
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During the year there were received at the quarantine station 2,027

head of Massachusetts cattle intended for dairy purposes. Two thous-

and one (2001) were accepted on records of test made prior to shipment;

26 were held and submitted to test of which number 5 reacted.

(3) Supervision of the Interstate Movement op Cattle Into

Massachusetts.
Following is a record of cattle received at the Quarantine Station at

Brighton

:

Keleased on approved certificate of health Held and Tested

6,246 Maine 2

2,812 New Hampshire 12

1,940 Vermont 13

449 New York 5

43 Wisconsin
12 Rhode Island 3 2 reacted

128 Canada 2

11,630 37 2

Total receipts 11,667 head

Compared with 12,471 received in 1928 on papers, 100 held and tested,

7 or 7% reacted.

There were 14,829 dairy cattle received at other points on permit from
the following states: Canada, 1,135; Connecticut, 766; Illinois, 50; In-

diana, 61; Iowa, 121; Kansas, 42; Maine, 2,161; Maryland, 1; Michigan,

19; Minnesota, 69; Missouri, 57; New Hampshire, 1,633; New Jersey, 65;

New York, 1,139; Ohio, 131; Oklahoma, 56; Pennsylvania, 11; Rhode Is-

land, 176; Tennessee, 58; Texas, 37; Vermont, 5,964; Virginia, 1; Wis-

consin, 1,076. Two hundred sixty-five (265) of this 14,829 were tested

after arrival, 30 reacting. In addition to the dairy cattle there were re-

ceived on permits 5,188 beef cattle, and 1,384 cattle for exhibition pur-

poses. This compares with 12,143 dairy cattle, 4,558 beef cattle and

1,334 cattle for exhibition purposes in 1928.

RECEIPTS OF LIVESTOCK AT THE QUARANTINE STATIONS AT
BRIGHTON AND SOMERVILLE

There were received at these stations during the year the fol-

lowing: 75,071 cattle; 120,987 calves; 263,777 sheep and lambs, and
736,804 swine.

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF SWINE
Service in connection with the immunization and treatment of swine in

prevention of hog cholera and its allied diseases has been continued
under the general plan employed during the past few years. This ser-

vice is rendered without cost to such owners as apply, and who agree to

comply with such regulations as are required by this Division. Owing
to unusually favorable weather conditions during practically the entire

year there has been a decided falling-off in the demand for treatment,
as it is an undisputed fact that swine diseases are more prevalent in

seasons in which there is a considerable amount of wet weather. During
the year there were 93,199 treatments applied in connection with hog
cholera, as compared with 113,321 treatments during the year 1928; and
23,514 treatments for hemorrhagic septicemia, as compared with 33,442
in 1928.

RABIES
There were 3,196 dogs reported to have bitten persons this year, and

there were 618 dogs found to be affected with rabies, 244 less than last

year. These figures are encouraging, and, we believe, indicate that local

authorities are giving more attention to the enforcement of the dog
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laws. In order that this Division should be as helpful as possible in

handling this serious situation, the following letter was sent:

March 28, 1929.

To Mayors of Cities and Chairmen of Selectmen of Towns:
Gentlemen :

—

The time is approaching for the relicensing of dogs and I wish to call

your attention to the importance of enforcing all laws concerning dogs.

The following facts in reference to the report of this Division for last

year are startling and invite serious consideration.
During the year over 3,000 people were reported as bitten by dogs

and 880 dogs affected with rabies died or were killed, an increase of
almost 100 positive cases over the previous year. There were approxi-
mately 600 people who took the Pasteur treatment as the result of in-

juries inflicted by dogs involving an estimated expense of at least $30,-

000.00.

Thus far this year the rabies situation has been more of a menace than
ever. During last week there were reported three dogs affected with
rabies which did considerable damage in Fitchburg, Wellesley and Need-
ham. We find that a large number of the dogs affected with rabies are
stray or ownerless dogs which would be entirely eliminated if the town
and city authorities enforce the law in reference to the licensing of dogs.
May we invite your active cooperation in a matter that so deeply con-

cerns the people of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Very truly yours,

EVAN F. RICHAEDSON,
Director.

Following is a report in detail for the year:

RABIES
Showing
Symptoms Contact Bite Cases
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INFECTIOUS ABORTION: BANG BACILLUS DISEASE

Owing to the increasing number of states requiring that cattle shipped

into their respective states must be accompanied by a certificate indicat-

ing the animal shipped to be free from Bang Bacillus Disease and the

desire on the part of breeders and the owners of high grade cattle to

establish disease-free herds there is a rapidly growing demand for ser-

vice in connection with this disease.

During the fiscal year there were submitted to this Division 3,800 blood

samples as compared with 834 received during the year 1928. Of this

number 807 gave positive results, 654 were recorded as doubtful, 2,323

were declared negative and 16 were unfit for examination.

At present the laboratory reports are based on a dilution of from
1 to 30, 1 to 60, 1 to 120, 1 to 240. An animal is considered as affected

with Bang Bacillus Disease if examination of blood shows positive on

dilutions of 1 to 60 or higher; doubtful, if a dilution of 1 to 30 is posi-

tive but higher dilutions are negative; negative, if a positive result is

not obtained in any dilution.

Service as rendered at this time by this Division is limited to the ex-

amination without expense to the owner of such samples of blood as are

submitted and the furnishing of vials for the obtaining of such samples.

One State institution has succeeded during the year in establishing a

Bang Bacillus Disease-Free herd by removing all animals giving posi-

tive results to examination of blood.

MISCELLANEOUS DISEASES
ActinoTnycosts

:

—Five head of cattle were reported for this condition,

only one proving on examination to be affected with that disease. That
animal was condemned and slaughtered. The other four animals were
released from further observation.
Anthrax:—No deaths from this disease were reported. Two animals

reported suspected of being affected were found upon examination not to

have Anthrax.
Blackleg:—Service in connection with preventive treatment was fur-

nished as in previous years, 745 animals having been given treatment on
75 farms in 38 towns.

Glanders:—One hundred seven horses were examined for glanders,

four of which were found to have the disease and were killed. Two of

these animals were detected from information obtained because of the

owner contracting the disease, the horses proving on examination of

blood to be affected. Bloods were taken from fifty-four horses in one
stable in the city of Boston. Examination did not reveal presence of

glanders. One hundred seventeen bloods were taken for laboratory ex-

amination and ninety-four opthalmic tests were applied.

Mange:—This condition was reported on three premises, eleven ani-

mals being affected. Advice regarding treatment was given and animals
upon recovery were released.

Tuberculosis in Swine:—Thirty-four head of swine found at time of

slaughter to be affected with tuberculosis were reported and a careful

physical examination made of all other livestock maintained on premises
from which these hogs were derived. Instructions relative to cleansing

and disinfecting of premises- were given.

Other diseases, as Hodgkins Disease, Coli Bacillus Disease and Nodular
Disease were reported and investigated.

ANNUAL INSPECTION OF FARM ANIMALS AND PREMISES
The usual order for inspection of all cattle, sheep and swine and of

premises where kept was issued December 20, 1928, calling for comple-
tion of the inspection on or before March 1, 1929.

From the reports received from the Inspectors of Animals of all cities
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and towns in the Commonwealth, there were inspected on 24,011 prem-
ises : 193,206 head of cattle, 8,228 sheep, 90,707 swine.

Meetings of Inspectors of Animals were held during the year at Bos-

ton, Pittsfield, Springfield, and Worcester. These meetings were well

attended and it is believed resulted in improvement in the service ren-

dered by the Inspectors.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Appropriation for the salary of the Director,

chapter 146, Acts of 1929 $3,500.00
Supplementary Budget, chapter 386, Acts

of 1929 250.00

Total amount appropriated

Expended during the year for the salary of

the Director
Unexpended balance

Appropriation for personal services of clerks

and stenographers, chapter 146, Acts of

1929
Supplementary Budget, chapter 386, Acts

of 1929

Total amount appropriated

Expended during the year for personal ser-

vices of clerks and stenographers
Unexpended balance
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among domestic animals, chapter 146,
Acts of 1929 $53,000.00

Transferred from Appropriation for Extra-
ordinary Expenses $2,000.00

Brought forward from 1928 Appropriation 7.00

Total amount appropriated $55,007.00

Expended during the year for the following
purposes

:

Services of salaried agents $36,601.90
Services of per diem agents 17,884.00
Labor hired 102.00

Total expenditure $54,587.90
Unexpended balance 419.10

Appropriation for the traveling expenses of
veterinarians and agents, including the
cost of any motor vehicles purchased for
their use, chapter 146, Acts of 1929 ... $22,000.00

Transferred from Appropriation for Extra-
ordinary Expenses 2,750.00

Total expenditure $24,334.79
Unexpended balance 415.21

Total expenditure $5,033.72
Unexpended balance 1,266.28

$55,007.00

Total amount appropriated $24,750.00

Expended during the year for the following
purposes

:

Traveling expenses of regular agents $15,579.48
Traveling expenses of per diem agents ...... 8,755.31

$24,750.00
Appropriation for reimbursement of owners of

horses killed during the present and prev-
ious years, travel, when allowed, of in-

spectors of animals, incidental expenses
of killing and burial, quarantine and emer-
gency services and for laboratory and
veterinary supplies and equipment, chap-
ter 146, Acts of 1929 $6,300.00

" Expended during the year for the following
purposes

:

Supplies for veterinary inspectors $423.12
Laundry 390.28
Antiseptics, biologies and disinfectants 399.42
Thermometers, needles, syringes, etc. 495.86
Ear-tags, punches, chains, etc. 1,397.42
Expenses of killing and burial . 156.00
Expenses of travel allowed inspectors of ani-

mals 799.62
Quarantine expenses 962.00
Sundries 10.00

$6,300.00
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Appropriation for reimbursement of owners
of tubercular cattle killed, as authorized
by section twelve A of chapter 129 of the
General Laws, inserted by section 1 of

chapter 304 of the Acts of 1924, and in

accordance with certain provisions of law
and agreements made under authority of

section 33 of chapter 129 of the General
Laws, as amended, during the present and
previous years, chapter 146, Acts of 1929 $200,000.00

Supplementary Budget, chapter 386, Acts
of 1929 50,000.00

Brought forward from 1928 appropriation 62,453.44
Transferred from Appropriation for Extra-

ordinary Expenses 2,500.00

Total amount appropriated $314,958.44

Expended during the year for the following:

6,319 head of cattle killed (chapter 129,

General Laws as amended) . $310,475.10
171 head of cattle killed (physical cases,

including no lesion cases) 4,453.63

Total expenditure $314,928.73
Unexpended balance 24.71

$314,953.44
Appropriation for expenses in connection with

the Eastern States conference on tuber-
culosis eradication among cattle when
held in this commonwealth, chapter 386,

Acts of 1929 $250.00
Expended for expenses of Conference $249.39

Unexpended Balance .61

$250.00

The average amount paid for cattle slaughtered under the provisions

of Chapter 353, Acts of 1922, Chapter 335, Acts of 1927 and Chapter 332,

Acts of 1928, was $70.51 for registered purebred cattle and $45.80 for

grade cattle.

Thirty-eight claims for reimbursement for cattle condemned and killed

as physical cases of tuberculosis during the year remain unsettled, these
claims amounting to $950.
Four hundred eighty-three (483) unpaid claims covering 2,920 cattle,

to which provisions of Chapter 353, Acts of 1922 and Chapter 335, Acts
of 1927, and Chapter 332, Acts of 1928, apply, remain unpaid, amounting
to $143,120.93.

There has been received during the year for dog fees in accordance
with Chapter 347, Acts of 1928, $79; for sales of hides and carcasses

$61.40; Hemorrhagic Septicemia treatments at Brighton $462.15.

Respectfully submitted,

EVAN F. RICHARDSON,
Director.


