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REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF ANIMAL HEALTH 

July 1, 1980 - June 30, 1981 

To the Commissioner of Agriculture: 

In accordance with Section 38 of Chapter 129 of the General Laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I herewith submit a report of the 
activities of the Division of Animal Health for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 1980 and ending June 30, 1981. 

The control and eradication of livestock diseases directly affects the 
prices we pay for food, for clothing and our own continuing good health. 
Caught between the twin-horns of rising cost and transportation, farmers 
rely on efficient disease control to be the narrow margin of profit they 
have today. The Division of Animal Health normally employs four Veteri
narians and ten Animal/Poultry Health Inspectors to care for the Common
wealth's food and fiber animals and poultry. The retirement of three of 
these, plus the presence of a hiring freeze has extended our small staff 
beyond its ability to complete all of its tasks. A reduction in force, 
from twenty-eight positions to twenty-five, coupled with three other un
filled positions has reduced the Division to heavy prioritizing of its 
work. We have been fortunate to have federal help, both from USDA-APHIS 
and USDA Shell Egg Surveillance; and to have had no major new disease out
break, but I feel our resources are, at this point, strained far beyond 
the safety point. 

The Tuberculosis Program. All cattle in Massachusetts are scheduled for 
tuberculosis-testing, at state expense, once every three years. Many 
herds are tested annually in order to satisfy the special requirements 
of areas to which their products are sold. A total of 42,920 animals in 
856 herds were tested. Of these, 13,538 animals in 312 herds were tested 
by our salaried Veterinarians and 24,683 animals in 455 herds were tested 
by accredited Veterinarians doing this work for the Division of Animal 
Health on a fee basis. A small number (185 animals in 5 herds) were tested 
by Federally-employed Veterinarians. Of the above totals, 43 animals were 
declared test-deviates and retested (Comparative Cervical Test). No 
reactors were revealed at retest. We tested many more animals in FY 1981 
than in FY 1980 for several reasons ; one, a concerted and strong effort to 
find and test a number of small beef herds, another, the effort to test all 
of calendar 1981 during the first part of that year. This was necessary 
in order to inaugurate, as of July 1, 1981, a rule that Division personnel 
would thereafter conduct no annual tuberculin-testing; that annual test
ing, where required by market areas, would be done only at owners' expense. 
It is our belief that this change will not hamper our control program at 
all, and will help us cope with fewer staff members, both in the field and 
in the office. 

Brucellosis Program. The complete eradication of Bovine Brucellosis - and 
our attainment of Class A status with regard to that disease, is the pri
mary goal of this Division. Although we have long been rated as "Certified 
Free" in Brucellosis, new federal rules will go into effect on January 1, 
1982, requiring a state to have had zero infection for a full twelve months 
prior to classification as an "A" state. Country-wide, less than ten states 



will be eligible as of January 1, 1982, but Massachusetts hopes to 
qualify soon thereafter. The large Cumberland Farms of Connecticut, Inc. 
herd in Bridgewater was removed from quarantine in March of 1980 -
ending a five-year effort to eradicate the disease on that farm. Unfor
tunately, the following month brucellosis was discovered in a herd in 
Bristol County, followed two months later by an outbreak in a nearby 
beef herd. The disease in the farm, thanks to an excellent effort by the 
owner, the herd veterinarian and state and federal personnel, was 
quickly brought under control. Complete herd depopulation was recommended 
for the beef herd. Quarantine in both cases, should be removed early in 
FY 1982. In the latter two herds disease underscored the importance of 
the surveillance methods we employ for the control of brucellosis. A 
market-cattle traceback pinpointed the disease itself, as well as an 
important area of oversight in use of the Brucellosis Ring Test. Recent 
processing-plant closures and a new farmers' cooperative formation had 
left the area without regular BRT checking - an oversight we do feel 
postponed our discovery of disease in Bristol County. We are pleased to 
report that the BRT Program (a Federal Program) was both over-hauled and 
greatly strengthened as a result of this outbreak. It should be noted, 
however, that this was done "after the fact" and that the value of any 
surveillance program lies almost totally in its "before the fact" aspect. 

A very important facet of our brucellosis program as a whole is calf-hood 
vaccination. During FY 1981 a total of 11,108 female calves, aged between 
two and six months, were vaccinated. This a state-federal cooperative 
program, in which the vaccine is federally supplied and the injection, 
tattooing and record-keeping is at state expense. The value of this 
program was graphically shown in the newly infected dairy herd mentioned 
above. None of its vaccinated heifers contracted the disease. We feel, 
therefore, that our heifer-vaccination program is probably the best one, 
for which we probably pay the least amount, insofar as bovine brucellosis 
eradication in concerned. 

During FY 1981 reimbursement to owners for cattle killed under the brucellosis 
program totalled 5,120.44 in payment of the state's share for total of 43 
animals. Federal reimbursement rates were raised materially early in FY 
1981, which we regard as most fortunate since the Division of Animal Health 
had its own indemnity subsidiary removed in its entirety by budgetary 
changes beginning July 1, 1981. 

In view of the foregoing loss of the capability to pay any indemnity, it 
becomes doubtful that we will be able to clean up the last few pockets of 
swine brucellosis in the state. At the end of FY 1981 less than a dozen 
premises were listed as infected, but since these included well over a 
thousand breeding animals in all, it is doubtful their owners can be per
suaded to depopulate without indemnity. And since swine brucellosis is 
a disease that is transmittable to man (as Undulant Fever), we do feel 
this is an exceedingly pound-foolish amount of penny-saving. 

Garbage-Feeder Permits and Swine Diseases. During FY 1981 95 permits for 
the feeding of garbage to swine were issued. Since the permit requires all 
meat-containing garbage to be cooked, this is an important disease-control 
program. Although no hog cholera has been confirmed within the continental 
United States within the year, African Swine Fever exists just off our 
boundaries in the Caribbean, and since it has the power to decimate our 
entire swine population, strict measures must be maintained to prevent its 



entry here. In general, compliance with our cooking regulations is good, 
considerably above 95%, but a small group of feeders who do not cook 
properly remains. We have requested a legislative measure that would 
greatly help us control this group. As a further aid to swine disease 
surveillance, we issued 19 Swine Dealer Licenses and 21 Swine Dealer Truck 
Plates. 

Equine Programs. Althougth equine breeding, training and showing is a 
major part of agriculture, insofar as the number of jobs available within 
it, its excellent use of marginal land, and through 4-H and Pony Club,its 
undeniable beneficial influence on young people, horses are neither food 
nor essentially fiber animals, nor do their attendant diseases have a human 
health impact. We assign, therefore, a lower priority to their programs. 
We issue public notices each spring urging horse owners to vaccinate their 
animals against Eastern-Western Equine Encephalitis. Although humans can 
also be stricken by this disease, it is not, contrary to public opinion, 
contracted to from horses. Instead, both horses and humans are the end 
victims of this particular disease, and vaccinations (always done at owners' 
expense) is solely a protection to the animal. 

For a number of years we have monitored EIA (Equine Infection Anemia)closely, 
in prarticular, making certain animals sold through a large public sale 
barn in Massachusetts are tested and negative before going into the general 
horse population here. A disease with no known cure, EIA is best controlled 
through rules against the importation of known positives. The incidence of 
this disease is now so very low here in Massachusetts that we have extended 
the testing period (for horse shows and trail rides only; to Massachusetts 
resident-owners only) to 24 months in order to save area owners the cost 
of yearly testing. 

The Division also licenses Riding Academies and certain commercial stables, 
as well as Riding Instructors. Approximately 250 stables are licensed 
each year and regularly inspected by agents of the Massachusetts Society of 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Over 900 Instructor Licenses are also 
issued each year. This program is the major source of income to the Divi
sion($28,129.00 in FY 1981). It also has good industry support. Although 
we are the only state offering licensing in this sport, we have a number of 
out-of-state licensees who regard this license as a good measurement of pro
fessional expertise. It has been estimated that this particular program 
was oVer 95 % effective, but it is now felt to be lower. The position of 
Supervisor of Riding Academies has gone unfilled for over three years. If this 
program is not to deteriorate, and if the Horse Auction-and-Transporter 
Licensing law is to be put into effect, this position should be filled. 

An additional equine-bovine program is the prevention of the drugging of 
pulling animals (horses, ponies,oxen) at Fairs. Some surveillance was 
attempted in FY 1981 , but it became apparent that we could not use the 
testing facilities then available to us. (This program carries no funding) 
Late in FY 1981 arrangements were made to have a modicum of tests carried 
out at the Massachusetts Racing Commission Laboratory. FY 1982 should 
prove the efficacy of this, but it is certain that present day funding 
levels in the Division will not provide extensive work on this. 

Pet Shop Licensing. This license, held by 229 shops across the Commonwealth, 
is an important tool in disease contorl, primarily with exotic birds and 
their possible introduction of devastating disease to our poultry industry. 
Repeated small outbreaks of Exotic Newcastle Disease (VVND) have been 



controlled short of industry invasion through the good records most 
Pet Shops keep of the sale of Parrots and other imported birds. 
Although we have no jurisdiction over the conduct of pet shops sales, 
insofar as the monetary aspect is concerned, the Division gets a small 
number of complaints each year that fall more accurately into the 
consumer-protective area rather than the narrow ranges of animal health we 
are permitted to consider. Since we are not equipped to cope with these 
problems, we strongly advocate the inclusion of Pet Shop sales into 
either a present or future piece of consumer-protective legislation. 

Poultry. The reader is strongly urged to read the Poultry section 
statistics in this report carefully. With two retirements in the 
section, and only four field people remaining, all of the programs are 
operating at varying degrees below 100%. Some - retail store inspections 
in particular, may be as low as 30% of completion. 105,031 individuals 
birds were blood tested for MG(Mycoplasma Galliseptum) - an important 
disease-control program. Considering the presence of over 100 large 
producers of eggs and meat birds, having a total of some two million birds
the numbers of birds per Poultry field person - is awesome. It means, 
in actual fact, that each inspector carries the responsibility for the 
health of one-half million birds, in addition to surveillance work in 
stores, institution, fairs and frozen poultry import points. This section 
urgently needs two full-time, multi-purpose poultry health inspectors 
as soon as possible. 

In Conclusion. The Division of Animal Health has a number of cooperative 
agreements with the Animal Plant Health Inspection Services (APHIS) branch 
of the United States Department of Agriculture, who maintain offices and a 
State-Federal Brucellosis Serology Laboratory in Waltham. Their help, 
particularly in this year of budgetary and personnel constriction, has 
been of tremendous value. We also enjoy excellent relations with the MSPCA 
whose officers inspect both Riding Stables and Pet Shops for us. Without 
the aid of these people, Division personnel would not be able to cover the 
state's animal health needs at all. I would like to express my thanks to 
both organizations and to the individuals with whom we work closely and well. 

Our indebtedness to the Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation, especially 
in the areas of farmer communications and legislative aid, is very great 
indeed. 

Our goal remains good animal health and a disease-free state, especially 
in the areas of Brucellosis and Tuberculosis. We are being hurt daily by 
budgetary constrictions and unfilled personnel positions. Since we act in 
the realm of public food safety and good health, these constrictions are, 
I feel, increasing dangerous. We, and the farmers we serve, recognize the 
need for financial responsibility, but should we have a major disease 
outbreak in swine or cattle or poultry as a result, it would cost so very 
much that present savings would be totally lost in the debacle. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mabel A. Owen, Director 



BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS 

There were eight hundred fifty-six (856) tuberculin herd tests, 
forty two thousand nine hundred twenty (42,920) animal tests applied 
to which forty-three (43) were declared Deviates. Upon comparative 
cervical retest, many were declared negative, there were no reactors. 
The previous fiscal year were six nundred thirteen (613) tuberculin 
herd tests and twenty-nine thousand six hundred forty-four (29,644) 
animal tests applied to which two (2) were reported as reactors. 

One hundred sixty-five (165) herds containing two thousand three 
hundred ninety-four (2})94) head of cattle included in the census 
report of June 30, 1980 were dispersed by the owners prior to the 
census period ending June 30, 1981. 

One hundred and six (106) herds containing one thousand eight 
hundred thirty (1,830) head of cattle to which testing has not 
previously been conducted are included in the census report of the 
period ending June 30, 1981j 

Tuberculin tests are conducted by State and Federal accredited 
veterinarians under a State and Federal Cooperative Plan for the 
establishment of tuberculosis free herds and the eradication of 
bovine tuberculosis. 

Following is a summary of the tuberculin tests as made by 
veterinarians for the twelve month period of this report: 

HERDS HEAD REACTORS 

Veterinarians paid by the State 
on a salary basis 312 13,538 0 

Veterinarians paid by the State 
as Program Agents 455 24,683 0 

Veterinarians paid by the Federal 
Government on a salary basis 5 185 0 

777 38,406 0 



COUNTY CENSUS 

AS OF 

JUNE 30, 1981 

COUNTY HERVS HEAV 1 00 0Jl. MOJl. e. H e.ad 
HERVS HEAV 

BM n..6ta.b.le. 4 51 0 0 

B VI. k.~ h..<.Jr. e. 321 16,746 22 8,606 

Bk.wtol 267 11 ,847 52 3,817 

Vuk.u 17 288 0 0 

E~~e.x 106 3,578 10 1,759 

F Jta.n.k.Li..n. 396 13,890 52 5,280 

Hampde.n. 198 5,815 13 1,953 

Hamp~h..<.Jr.e. 343 15,069 27 4,624 

M-i..ddlue.x 162 4,790 12 1,942 

NOJl. 6 olk. 76 1,980 2 266 

Plymouth 153 5,553 10 2,867 

Su66olk. 0 0 0 0 

WOJl.c.utVl. 585 23,131 77 7,209 

TOTALS 2,628 102,738 277 38,323 



1981 Fiscal 

ANNUAL- INSPECTION OF NEAT CATTLE, HORSES, SWINE, SHEEP AND GOATS 

Of the total number of cattle inspected, eighty-two thousand five 
hundred and six (82,506) were grade and purebred dairy cows, heifers and 
calves; fourteen thousand seventeen (14,017) were grade and purebred bulls 
and steers. 

Also there were many miscellaneous animals such as donkeys, roosters, 
geese, chickens, ducks, turkeys, burros, llamas, oxen, buffalo, mules, deers, 
fowl and mink. 

The above figures are based on the reports of 248 towns and cities 
out of a total count of 351 cities and towns. Therefore we feel the 
above figures are by actual count low. We suggest low. 



1981 Fiscal 

ANNUAL INSPECTION- OF- NEAT CATTLE, HORSES, SWINE, SHEEP AND GOATS 

In accordance with Section 10, Chapter 129 of the General Laws 
the annual inspection of neat cattle, horses, swine, sheep and goats 
and of the premises where kept was completed. 

Reports received from the cities and towns showed that inspection 
indicated the following information: 

NEAT HORSES SWINE SWINE 
COUNTY HERDS CATTLE po~Rs HERDS HEADS SHEEP 

BARNSTABLE 55 ll6 1074 40 151 120 

BERKSHIRE 610 13,774 1707 ll2 469 684 

BRISTOL 683 9,6ll 1913 162 7,901 779 

DUKES 43 379 186 20 70 585 

ESSEX 242 3,332 2659 41 3,538 460 

FRANKLIN 664 14,839 1466 101 650 812 

HAMPDEN 475 6,225 1529 87 2,904 806 

HAMPSHIRE 545 ll,131 1531 68 2,835 1548 

MIDDLESEX 357 5,126 3396 98 8,490 833 

NANTUCKET 2 26 49 2 

NORFOLK 195 1,830 1883 66 736 619 

PLYMOUTH 425 6,680 2307 ll7 4,612 541 

SUFFOLK ll8 3 

WORCESTER - - 1302- - 23,195 3593 220 11,263 1840 

TOTALS 5598 96,264 23411 ll32 43,619 9632 

GOATS 

169 

320 

637 

134 

282 

297 

173 

289 

412 

1 

210 

647 

1 

770 

4342 



PROGRAM CALFHOOD VACCINATIONS 
(STATE'S EXPENSE} 

MONTH HERDS HEAD 

July 1980 150 820 

August 150 609 

September 74 343 

October 213 1028 

November 166 914 

December 257 1507 

January 1981 72 421 

February 158 943 

March 277 1586 

April 186 1064 

May 183 1006 

June 157 867 

TOTAL 2,043 11,108 



BRUCELLOSIS 

The Brucellosis program has been carried on in accordance with 
Chapter 527 Acts of 1956. 

During the fiscal year of 1~81 reimbursement of owners was made 
for forty-three (~3) cattle reactors (all grades) amounting to 
five thousand one hundred twenty dollars and forty-four cents 
(~5120.44l. 

Listed on the following page is a tabulation of the results of 
laboratory examination of the blood samples from cattle under 
this program; also from goats,sheep and swine. 



Negative 

Cattle 25,223 

Goats 1,164 

Swine 5,856 

Sheep 11 

Misc. 5 

32,259 

Validated Herds: SWINE 

BRUCELLOSIS -

7/1/80 

Reactors 

51 

° 
118 

° 
° 

169 

- 6/30/81 

* Suspicious Others Totals 

104 213 25,591 

3 24 1,191 

30 9 6,013 

° ° 11 

° ° 5 

137 246 32,811 

*Containers broken, insufficient amount 
of serum, hemolyzed 

Miscellaneous: Yaks, Bison, Banteng 

Validated Brucellosis-Free Herds 216 
3,899 Swine in Validated Brucellosis-Free Herds 

MILK RING TESTS 

Negative Suspicious 

6,391 81 



GOATS 

7/1/80 - 6/30/81 

This Division arranges for the tuberculin testing and 

blood testing of goats provided the owner signs an agreement to 

the effect that any goats declared as reactors to either test 

would be immediately disposed of for slaughter with no compensation 

allowed by the Commonwealth. 

Under the new T.B. testing program goats will be tested at 

owner's request on the same basis as cattle, every three years. 



RABIES 

Under the Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
regulations Chapter 111, General Laws as amended by Chapter 
265, Acts of 1938, Sections 6 and 7 "Dog Bite" is declared 
a disease dangerous to public health. 

Chapter 129, Section 21 of the General Laws, was amended 
under Chapter 29, Acts of 1963 to read: "AII dogs known to 
have bitten persons shall be quarantined ~or a period of ten 
(10) days for observation, at the end of which period, if no 
symptoms of rabies have developed, said animals may be released 
from quarantine on order of the Director." 

Investigation of reported injuries inflicted to persons 
by biting dogs and the quarantining of such dogs is one of the 
duties of the Inspector of Animals. 

The brains of six hundred and twenty-four (624) animals 
were sent to Wassermann Laboratory for examination. 

The ~ollowing tabulation is a record of bites inflicted 
by dogs and other animals. 



RABIES 

Bite Cases 

" 

Released Destroyed Heads to Heads to Heads to 
Quarantined No . Laboratory Laboratory Laboratory 
Animals Edamination NEGATIVE P~SITIVE UNSATISFACTOl 

~ 

July 734 4 87 3 5 

August 541 3 81 6 5 

September 63? 2 44 1 4 

October 531 1 38 1 0 

November 378 0 31 0 0 

December 649 3 30 1 t 

1981 

January 417 4 43 0 0 

February 361 1 38 0 0 

I"1arch 452 4 35 0 0 

April 500 6 53 0 0 

May 481 3 48 0 0 

June 605 6 68 0 1 

TOTALS 6,281 38 596 12 16 



RABIES 

Bite Cases --- Fiscal Year 1981 

Released Destroyed Heads to Heads to Heads to 
Quarantined No. Laboratory Laboratory Laboratory 
Animals Examination NEGATIVE POSITIVE UNSATISFACTOR: 

Bats 3 127 12 5 
Bob Cat 1 
Calf 1 
Cats 207 1 1 142 1 
Chipmunks 3 7 
Colt 1 
Dogs 6,004 26 170 1 
Ferret 2 1 
Fi lly 1 
Foxes 1 3 
Gerbils 5 1 
Goats 2 
Guinea Pigs 1 1 
Hamsters 13 12 1 
Horses 2 2 
Human 1 
Moles 4 
Mice 5 7 1 
Muskrats 4 
Opussum 1t 
Rabbits 5 7 
Raccoons / 9 1 25 
Rats 5 1 1 1 
Pig 1 
Skunks 4 21 1 
Sqt:;irrels 5 31 2 
Vols 9 3 
"'loodchucks 1 3 

TOTALS 6,280 38 596 12 16 



CATTLE IMPORTS 
7/1/80 - 6/30/81 

Alabama 2 New York 1 ,1615 

Arkansas 32 Oklahoma 1 

Canada 392 Pennsylvania 1114 

Connecticut 547 Rhode Island 302 

Kentucky 22 Utah 1 

Maine 967 Ver-mont 405 

Maryland 6 Virginia 34 

Michigan 1 Washington 1 

Missouri 14 West Virginia 3 

New Hampshire 276 Wisconsin 1 

New Jersey 32 

TOTAL 4,773 

Six Hundred Sixty-six (666) permits covering Four Thousand 

Seven Hundred Seventy-three (4,773) head of cattle were issued. 



EXPORTS --- JULY 1, 1980 THRU JUNE 30, 1981 

Insterstate certificates of health were issued on five thousand 
one hundred forty-five (5,145) head of eattle ; on one (1) rabbit; one 
hundred seventy-five (175) sheep; one hudred fourteen (114) swine and 
eighteen (18) birds exported to other states. 

CATTLE 

DESTINATION HEAD DESTINATION HEAD 

Arkansas 84 Nevada 10 
California 17 New Hampshire 328 
Connecticut 417 New Jersey 1 
Florida 130 New York 1 ,608 
Georgia 53 North Carolina 14 
Idaho 5 Ohio 18 
Illinois 9 Oklahoma 6 
Iowa C Oregon 7 
Kentucky 9 Pennsylvania 145 
Louisiana 1 Puerto Rico 53 
Maine 91 Rhode Island 292 
Maryland 381 Texas 5 
Hassachusetts 1 Vermont 1,408 
Minnesota 18 Virginia 14 
Montana 1 Wisconsin 17 

Total 5,145 

SHEEP PIGS 

Connecticut 3 Maine 14 
Illinois 9 New Hampshire 28 
Kansas 3 Pennsylvania 60 
Maine 34 Rhode Island 1 
Missouri 4 Vermont 1·1 
Nebraska 20 114 
New Hampshire 51 
New York 29 BIRDS 
Pennsyl vania ' 11 
Rhode Island 1 Iowa 1 1 
Vermont 4 Hawaii 7 
Virginia 6 115 

175 
RABBI'l' 

Arizona 1 



PERMITS TO FEED GARBAGE TO SWINE 

VESICULAR EXANTHEMA PROGRAM 

Chapter 655 - Acts of 1953 

Fiscal year 1981 

During the fiscal year 1981, ninety-five (95) Permits were 
issued for Feeding Garbage to Swine. 

******************* 

LICENSE TO DEAL IN PORCINE ANIMALS 

In accordance with General Laws, Chapter 129, Sections 39,40, 
43 as amended by Chapter 312, Acts of 1971, nineteen (19) Swine 
Dealer Licenses and twenty-one (21) plates were issued. 

******************** 

LICENSING OF PET SHOPS 

In accordance with Chapter 129, Section 39A of the General 
Laws, Chapter 993, Acts of 1971, two hundred twenty-nine (229) 
Licenses were issued for the operation of Pet Shops. 



CERTIFICATES OF EQUINE EXAMINATION 

During the fiscal year 1981, we issued five hundred four 
(504) Certificates for Equine Examination for one thousand eighty
four (1,084) horses leaving the state of Massachusetts for shows, 
fairs, races and sales. 

We received two hundred nineteen (219) Certificates of Equine 
Examination for three hundred seventy-nine (379) horses that came 
into the State for exhibition, racing, breeding, and for purchase 
by Mass. horsemen. These horses came from thirty-six (36) states; 
also one (1) certificate for one (1) horse from Amsterdam, eighty
nine (89) certificates for two hundred twenty-three (233) horses 
from Canada, seven (7) certificates for twelve (12) horses from 
England , three (3) certificates for three (3) horses from Ireland, 
one (1) certificated for two (2) horses from New Zeland and one (1) 
certificate for one (1) horse from Venezuela. 

EQUINE ENCEPHALOMYELITIS 

According to our records, no confirmed case of Eastern-Western 
Equine Encephalomyelitis occured in fiscal year 1981; although, a 
high Verimia level in area mosquitoes was reported. We annually 
urge all horse owners to vaccinate their animals since this partic
ular vaccination has an extremely high rate of protection. 

V~D 

Laryagotraceitis 

MISCELLANEOUS DISEASES 

2 Flocks of Avian Species were placed 
under quarantine. 

1 Flock of puultry was placed under 
quarantine. 



COUNTY 

Barnstable 
Berkshire 
Bristol 
Dukes 
Essex 
Franklin 
Hampden 
Hampshire 
Middlesex 
Nantucket 
Norfolk 
Plymouth 
Suffolk 
Worcester 

MONTH 

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 

EQUINE INFECTIOUS ANEMIA 

(Report of Coggins Test) 

July 1, 1980 - June 30, 1981 

NEGATIVE POSITIVE 

283 0 
529 0 
409 0 

53 0 
1,376 5 

303 0 
1,554 0 

664 2 
1,676 0 

46 0 
768 0 
756 0 
547 0 

1,325 0 

10~289 7 

NUMBER OF HORSES PER MONTH 

TOTAL 

283 
529 
409 

53 
1,381 

303 
1,554 

666 
1,676 

46 
768 
756 
547 

1,325 

10,296 

NUMBER 

761 
499 
432 
408 
201 
145 
298 
382 

2,281 
2,569 
1,424 

889 

10,289 



COUNTY 

Barnstable 
Berkshire 
Bristol 
Dukes 
Essex 
Franklin 
Hampden 
Hampshire 
Middlesex 
Nantucket 
Norfolk 
Plymouth 
Suffolk 
Worcester 

TOTALS 

MONTH 

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 

TOTAL 

EgUINE INFECTIOUS ANEMIA 

OWNERS OUT OF STATE 

HORSES STABLED IN MASS. 

(Report of Coggins Test) 

July 1, 1980 - June 30, 1981 

NEGATIVE POSITIVE 

6 0 
21 0 
16 0 

0 0 
81 0 
21 0 
13 0 
40 0 
40 0 

1 0 
100 0 

48 0 
74 0 
37 0 

498 o 

NUMBER OF HORSES PER MONTH 

TOTAL 

6 
21 
16 
0 
81 
21 
13 
40 
40 

1 
100 

48 
74 
37 

498 

NUMBER 

12 
19 
22 

115 
112 

7 
9 

11 
56 
88 
18 
29 

498 



Name 

Shannon Crowley 

Dorothy Lakoma 

Gary Dahill 

Sandra Rubchinuk 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Address 

Marblehead 

Chicopee 

Huntington 

Middleton 

EIA POSITIVES 1981 

Stabled At 

Same 

Southampton 

Same 

Same 

Disposition 

Died 

Put Down 

Sent to Slaughter 

All put down 



Licensing of Riding Schools/Stables and Riding Instructors 

Sections 2A and 2B of Chapter 128 of the General Laws of Massachusetts, together 
with Rules and Regulations promulgated under each section, requires the 
licensing of Riding Schools/Stables and Riding Instructors. 

The licensing year for each section begins April 1st, allowing for a considerable 
overlap between new applications and/or late renewals during a given fiscal 
year. 

The Riding Instructor license carries a one-time-only application fee of ten 
dollars in addition to a regular yearly license fee of fifteen dollars. Since 
not all applications can be completed, not every application results in a 
licensed operator. 

Riding Academies, rental stables, hayride and pony ride concessions and camps 
offering riding programs require licensing. 

Riding schools operated by non-profit educational institutions require licensing, 
but no fee is charged for these. 

Approximately 46% of licensed Riding Instructors are on the C-Level, 26% on 
B-Level and 28% on A-Level. Most of the latter are also stable operators. 
During FY 1981 twenty-three (23) requests for Level change were received. 

1981 income breakdown is as follows for Section 2A 

134 applications @ $10.00 

939 licenses @$15.00 
(103 new; 836 renewal) 

one duplicate @ $2.00 

Total: 

1981 income from Section 2B is as follows 

254 applications (new and renewal) @ $50.00 

7 non-profit institutions at no charge 

one duplicate @ $2.00 

Total: 

1340.00 

14085.00 

2.00 

15,427.00 

12,700.00 

0.00 

2.00 

12,702.00 

Since the Rules for Stable licensing require a two-month delay to permit 
inspection, by agents of the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, as well as for permits denied there is usually a 
"pending licensing" group as of June 30 of each year. 

Beginnning FY 1981 - stables pending licensure 3 

Ending FY 1981 - stables pending licensure 4 

Licenses applied for and not issued 2 



QUARANTINE STATION AT LITTLETON 

Total number of livestock received at the Farmers Live Animal 
Market in Littleton from July 1, 1980 to June 3Q, 1981 was as 
follows: 

Cattle 8,569 

Calves 12,777 

Swine 16,251 

Sheep 267 

Horses 111 

TOTAL 37,975 

In addition to FLAME in Littleton, the following animals were 
received and sold at the Livestock Auction in Easton and the 
Northampton Cooperative Auction Association, Inc. in Whately, 
Massachusetts: 

EASTON WHATELY 

Cattle 6,545 Cattle 4,892 

Calves 7,707 Calves 9,780 

1,425 
Sheep and Goats 3,302 

Sheep and Goats 
Swine 7,294 

TOTAL 15,677 
TOTAL 25,268 

LICENSED DEALERS IN BOVINE ANIMALS 

During the fiscal year 1981, there were eighty-seven (87) licenses 
issued to dealers in dairy and beef cattle, and one hundred .and 
twenty-nine plates were sent out for use on the trucks operated 
by these dealers. 

A total of four thousand two hundred and eighty-four (4,284) dairy 
cattle was reported by licensed dealers as purchased and sold. 



POULTRY DIVISION REPORT 

July 1, 1980 - June 30, 1981 

The following is a summary of work performed by the Inspectors of 

Poultry and Poultry Products, which is a part of the Division of Animal 

Health. 

(1) Blood Collectihg 

The collecting of blood samples from poultry, as mandated by 

State law, for control and eradication of pullorum-typhoid 

disease. This program is of the utmost importance to the 

commercial poultry breeders since they cannot ship baby 

chicks or hatching eggs across state lines or export to 

a foreign country without having their primary breeding 

stock tested and found negative to pullorum-typhoid dis

ease. Annual testing is required. 

(2) Inspectihg' Birds at ' Poultry Shows and Fairs 

All exhibitors are required to show proof that their birds 

have been tested for pullorum-typhoid disease and found to 

be negative. At entry time inspectors also visually in

spect the birds for any signs of respiratory or other dis

ease. Birds not meeting these standards are not admitted. 

(3) Retail Store Inspections 

The inspection of eggs at the retail level is also man

dated by State law. Because of this Massachusetts rates 

high as to egg quality. 

(4) The U.S.D.A. Egg Products Inspection Act 

To carry out the provisions of this Act, it 1S necessary 

that all persons who pack eggs for consumer outlets, persons 

who operate grading stations, persons who have 3,000 birds or 

more and persons who operate hatcheries are to be registered. 
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The Act also places restrictions upon the disposition of certain 

qualities of shell eggs. (Checks, crax, leakers, incubator rejects 

etc.) 

Only State poultry product inspectors can be licensed by the 

U.S.D.A. to do this work. The State is reimbursed by the Federal 

government for this. 

The same inspectors are also authorized to inspect all dressed 

turkeys and poultry that is used in the U.S.D.A. School Lunch 

Program. 

(5) Egg Ihv~ntoty 

Each Monday morning an egg inventory 1S compiled by calling several 

egg producers in the State. These figures are used by the U.S.D.A. 

Marketing Service to determine the supply of eggs on hand and the prices 

of same. 

(6) Egg Quality Control at State Institutions 

Any State Institution may at any time request that one of our 

Inspectors run an Egg Quality check on eggs purchased from 

vendors. Some request this on a monthly basis, others only 

when a problem develops. 

(7) Massachusetts ' Ptoduced ahd' FrE7sher Program 

Massachusetts has twelve (12) egg producers that are registered with 

the above program. This requires quarterly inspections by one of 

our inspectors. 



STATISTICS 

During the Fiscal year 1980-81 eggs in 2,769 retail stores were 

inspected for quality and s~ze. The number of eggs inspected in each 

store varied according to the number of sizes and colors of eggs on 

hand. One hundred eggs of each size and color is the usual number 

inspected. The inspectors found 54 lots in violation of State reg

ulations. 

The inspectors made 60 visits to State institutions where they 

checked 548 cases of eggs, rejecting only 5 cases. 

Currently there are 12 firms licensed to pack eggs under the logo 

"Massachusetts Produced and Fresher" 

these firms on a quarterly basis. 

The Poultry division monitors 

One hundred seventy-seven (177) surveillance visits were made 

to egg handlers registered under the Egg Products Inspection Act. 

Forty-four (44) loads of frozen turkey and chicken parts were 

inspected for freshness. 

During the year twenty-nine (29) Poultry Shows and Fairs were 

inspected by division inspectors for clinical symptoms of illness/disease 

and to determine compliance by the exhibitors with the Pullorum-Typhoid 

testing program. 

Under the National Poultry Improvement Plan (N.P.I.P.) 105,031 

birds were blood tested for evidence of Pullorum-typhoid disease and 

found negative, 114,168 blood samples were also taken and tested for 

M.G. (Mycoplasma Gallisepticum). 22,476 samples were also tested 

for M.S. (Mycoplasma Synoviae). 

Many of our commercial breeding farms have disease prevention 

programs whereby 5% to 10% of their birds are blood tested every 30 to 

60 days. 
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This enables management to monitor the immunity of the birds to var~ous 

diseases. This is tied ~n with their vaccination program. 

Estimated pbult~y t~hS~s fi$~~~s as of January 1, 1981: 

70 Market egg farms with capacity for 1,400,000 layers 

15 Breeder flocks with capacity of 200,000 breeders 

4 Started Pullet farms with capacity of 125,000 pullets 

18 Turkey farms with capacity of 172,000 turkeys 

Massachusetts imports over 80% of all eggs consumed ~n the state 

and about 90% of all poultry. 

At the beginning of the year the staff consisted of the following 

persons: 

Lawrence Bliss---Supervising Inspector 
Albert Wark------Inspector 
Lawrence Nixon--- " 
Harvey Smith----- " 
Mark Browning---- " 
Henry Midura----- " 

During the year Lawrence Bliss and Albert Wark retured and Harvey Smith 

was appointed to the position of Supervising Inspector formerly held by 

Mr. Lawrence Bliss. 

Due to the reduced number of inspectors the usual level of work cannot 

be maintained, therefore priorities will have to be established. 



1980-1981 

POULTRY DIVISION ACTIVITIES CONTINUED 

EXPORT- OF- BABY- CHICKS AND HATCHING EGGS 

COUNTRY FEMALE' CHICKS- - MALE CHICKS DOZENS OF HATCHING EGGS 

Austria 7,278 852 
Belgium 6,000 720 
Brazil 12,500 2,490 
Bulgaria 10,950 1,342 
Canada 62,030 6,141 
Columbia 15,900 1,325 
Costa Rica 7,500 830 
Denmark 9,000 300 
Ecuador 42,500 6,250 
E1 Salvadore 9,000 900 
England 4,680 540 
France 42,620 5,076 
Germany 25,200 
Ghana 5,030 570 
Greece 6,800 816 
Guatemala 20,600 2,274 
Holland 24,300 3,741 
Honduras 5,000 500 

dia 1,785 215 
l1donesia 74,190 9,988 

Italy 62,232 7,380 
Japan 9,833 1,517 
Korea 1,150 130 
Lebanon 6,000 1,200 
Malaysia 14,400 1,540 
Morocco 6,000 720 
Nigeria 5,500 675 
Pakistan 12,000 1,800 
Philippines 20,931 3,636 
Portugal 9,392 1,124 
Singapore 16,400 1,650 
Spain 6,240 720 
Switzerland 8,310 972 
Taiwan 14,400 1,440 
Thailand 36,200 3,620 
Turkey 4,500 540 
Venezuela 39,930 4,695 
West Germany 5,760 720 
Yugoslavia 24,000 4,046 

670,841 82,995 25,200 = Dozen eggs 

Total of Female and Male Chicks: 753,836 
39 Countries 


	PD98-1981-001
	PD98-1981-002
	PD98-1981-003
	PD98-1981-004
	PD98-1981-005
	PD98-1981-006
	PD98-1981-007
	PD98-1981-008
	PD98-1981-009
	PD98-1981-010
	PD98-1981-011
	PD98-1981-012
	PD98-1981-013
	PD98-1981-014
	PD98-1981-015
	PD98-1981-016
	PD98-1981-017
	PD98-1981-018
	PD98-1981-019
	PD98-1981-020
	PD98-1981-021
	PD98-1981-022
	PD98-1981-023
	PD98-1981-024
	PD98-1981-025
	PD98-1981-026
	PD98-1981-027
	PD98-1981-028
	PD98-1981-029
	PD98-1981-030

