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REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF HOUSING AND 
TOWN PLANNING. 

HOUSING. 

The city planning movement in Massachusetts had its origin in an attempt to 
solve the housing problem. A study of the question revealed the fact that the 
problem was bigger than just housing, that overcrowding, poor sanitation, inade
quate transportation facilities were all parts of one big problem and that it would 
be effort wasted to try to solve one part without considering the whole. 

Many of our planning boards, however, seem to have lost sight of the purpose 
for which they were established. This doubtless is not wholly the fault of the 
planning boards but due partly,' at least, to lack of sympathy and support on the 
part of local officials. But while the planning board is considering minor details 
of local improvement it should keep in mind the great task for which it was 
created: - namely, to make a plan for the development of the municipality with 
special reference to housing, that the living conditions may be wholesome for all 
citizens. That is the ultimate aim and if the local government does not see the 

, value of a comprehensive plan sufficiently to appropriate money for it, then the 
first duty of the planning board is educational work. . 

Housing legislation has accomplished something toward eliminating the dark 
room, the overcrowded tenement, the unsanitary toilet, but there are still too 
many communities "lyithout .even building laws. The housing problem is spoken 
of usually in connection with large cities, but rural communities may have a very 
real problem in the presence of unsanitary, crowded and poorly ventilated 
homes. 

A questionnaire on building and housing codes was sent to the 355 cities and 
towns in Massachusetts. Replies were received from 248 and the information 
tabulated here shows that much still remains to be done. 

There are three kinds of codes listed: - building codes which regulate ma
terials of construction and give some degree of fire protection; tenement house 
acts which cover tenement houses only, but which make some provision for light 
and air, size of rooms, privacy and sanitation; and housing codes which make 
these provisions for all dwellings. 

The following municipalities are reported as having building codes but copies 
were not available for analysis : -

Brockton 
Holyoke 
Lowell 

Methuen 
Newton 
Pittsfield 

One hundred and seventy-eight municipalities report that they have passed 
no ordinance or by-law on the subject. Of these, one city, Gloucester, is at work 
on a building' ordinance. 
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Building Regulation in Massachusetts. 

Local Ordinance or By· Law giving little 
more than Fire Protection and Re

quirements for :Materials. 

Local Ordinance or By-Law making 
some Provision for Light and Air, 

Size of Rooms, Privacy, 
Sanitation, etc. 

State Tenement 
House Act 
accepted.' 

Attleboro 
Beverly 
Chelsea 
Easthampton 
East Longmeadow 
Everett 
Haverhill 
Hull 
Mansfield 
New Bedford 
North Adams 
Northbridge 
Norwood 
Quincy 
Saugus 
Shrewsbury 
Taunton 
Waltham 
Wilmington 
Woburn 

Andover 
Boston 
Brookline' (by·law applies to tene

mlmt houses, more than 2 families) 
Cambridge (a good ordinance, apply-

ing to all dwellings) 
Fitchburg (all dwellings) 
Framingham (all dwellings) 
Ludlow (tenement houses, more than 

2 families) 
Malden 
Marlborough 
Melrose 
Needham (tenement houses , 2 or 

more families) 
Salem (all dwellings) 
Sou th Hadley 
Springfield (tenement houses, more 

than 2 families) 
Wellesley 
Westfield 
Winchester 
Worcester (apartment houses, 3 or 

more apartments) 

Arlington 
Bedford 
Belmont 
Billerica 
Braintree 
Concord 
Dedham 
Hingham 
Lexington 
Lincoln 
Lynnfield 
Millis 
Milton 
Nahant 
North Andover 
Reading 
Revere 
Stoneham 
Swampscott 
Wakefield 
Walpole 
Watertown 
Wenham 
Weston 
Weymouth 
Winthrop 

1 In towns, a tenement house is a house for more than 2 families. In cities, 2 or more families . 
2 The present Brookline building by-law is in the hands of a committee on revision. 

TOWN PLA...'<NING PROGRElSS. 

I n Massachusetts this year ten planning boards have been established or reor
ganized. Two boards reported active last year have become inactive, making the 
total number of active boards 55. 

During the year zoning ordinances or by-laws have been accepted in Brookline, 
Milton, Newton and Winthrop. An ordinance patterned after the Springfield 
interim ordinance has been passed in North Adams to cover the situation until 
the comprehensive plan, on which work is begun, can be completed. The fol
lowing table shows what has been accomplished in zoning in Massachusetts since 
the passage of the enabling act in 1920. 

B rockton 
Springfield 

Winthrop 
Brookline 
Milton. 
North Adams 
N ev.rton 

Cities and Towns which have been Zoned. 

CITY OR TOWN. Date of Acceptance. 

November, 1920. 
Interim, December, 1921. 
Final, December, 1922. 
March. 1922. 
May, 1922. 
July, 1922. 
September, 1922. 
December, 1922. 



1923.] 

Boston . 
Cambridge 
D edham 
Fall River 
Gardner 
Melrose 
Milton. 
Norwood 
Quincy. 
Worcester 
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Cities and Towns in which Zoning is in Progress. 

CITY OR To\\'N . Status of Zoning. 

Ordinance being prepared. 
Ordinance in Council. 
By-law prepared. 
Ordinance prepared . 
Ordinance prepared.. 
Plan prepared. 
Further zoning in progress. 
By-law prepared. 
Plans in progress. 
Plans in progress. 

Many of the zoning plans have been prepared in advance of the comprehensive 
city plan. In only one town, Walpole, has the comprehensive town plan prepared 
by the planning board been accepted as the official plan of the town. It is usually 
true that the importance of the comprehensive plan is in no way underestimated 
by the planning board but money to carryon the work has been lacking. Piece
meal planning has been the result. The ideal, however, should be kept in mind. 
The purpose of a plan is of course to provide for orderly, not haphazard, growth, 
to provide wholesome living conditions, to plan ahead that what we construct 
today will not have to be thrown on the scrap-heap tomorrow. It should be 
remembered that all the details of a plan need not be carried out at once. The 
plan once made and accepted as the official plan, development may follow a bit 
at a time. City growth is inevitable. Orderly city growth must be planned. 

Some of our cities and towns are at work on comprehensive plans. A list 
follows: 

Boston 
Cambridge 
Fall River 
Gardner 
Lawrence 

Newton 
Norwood 
Springfield 
Walpole 
Worcester 

CITY OR TOWN. Status of Plan. 

Plan under way. 
Maps and studies prepara tory to city plan. 
Plan prepared. 
Plan prepared. 
Maps and studies preparatory to plan. 

Since these studies board has been in
active until this year. 

Plan prepared. 
Plan prepared. 
Plan under way. 
Plan accepted . 
Plan under way. 
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The table below shows the present status of planning boards in Massachusetts 
cities and towns: 

Amherst· 
Arlington 
Attleboro 
Bedford • 
Belmont 
Boston 
Braintree 
Brockton 
Brookline 
Cambridge 
Clinton 
Dedham 
Easthampton 
Everett 
Fall River 
Fitehburg 
Framingham 
Gardner 
Gloucester 
Greenfield 
Haverhill 
Hingham' 
Holyoke 
Lawrence 
Leominster 
Lexington 1 

Malden 
Marlborough 

Active Boards - 55. 

Melrose 
Natick 
Newton 
North Adams 
Northampton 
Norwood 
Plymouth 
Quincy 
Reading' 
Salem 
Somerville 
Southbridge 
Springfield 
Stoneham l 

Stoughton • 
Taunton 
Wakefield 
Walpole' 
Watertown 
Webster 
Wellesley' 
Westfield 
Weston l 

West Springfield 
Winchester 
Winthrop 
Worcester 

• Towns under 10,000 population. 

Boards never appointed 
or Inactive - 21. 

Adams 
Amesbury 
Beverly 
Chelsea 
Chicopee 
Danvers 
Lowell 
Lynn 
Medford 
Methuen 
Milford 
New Bedford 
Newhuryport 
Northbridge 
Peabody 
Pittsfield 
Revere 
Saugus 
Waltham 
Weymouth 
Woburn 

• Special committee. 

HOUSING EXPERIMENT AT LOWELL. 

The houses at Lowell have remained occupied and payments have gone on 
steadily this year. A statement of the money spent and the money paid back 
int.o the State treasury is as follows: -

Appropriation (made in 1917) 
Expenses: 

Land purchased, 7 acres with room for 40 houses, 
also one house standing on lot 

Cost of 12 houses . 
Improvements 

Balance 

Paid back to treasury in monthly instalments: 
Interest 
Principal 

Principal remaining unpaid, Dec. 1, 1922 

including 
.312,50000 

28,128 77 
2,629 77 

85,84990 
9,348 86 

$50,00000 

43,258 54 

$6,741 46 

$15,198 76 

327,42.5 49 

The houses are being sold on a long-term basis and payments should be com
pleted in sixteen and one third years from the date of sale. 

REpORTS OF PLANNING BOARDS. 

Amherst. 

Among the projects studied by the planning board of Amherst this year are the 
following: -
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Building lines: Owing to past recommendations which have been accepted by the 
town the more important streets are now protected by building lines. 

Parkjng for automobiles: A detailed study has been made of plans for an extension of 
Spring Street with parking spaces on the street margins. This plan has been 
approved by the planning board and referred to the Board of Selectmen for action. 

Billboards: This subject has received the attention of the board and proposals will be 
submitted for billboard regulation. 

Arlington. 

The board has carried on its study of local improvement problems during the 
year, its main subject being zoning. 

Attleboro. 

The report includes several recommendations for the establishment of building 
lines, playgrounds, the laying. out of new streets, the building of sidewalks and 
similar details of improvement. Need of a zoning plan is again emphasized. 

Recommendation is made that the City establish a board of survey consisting 
of a member of the Municipal Council, a member of the Planning Board and the 
City Engineer. 

Bedford. 

The planning board was established in July and has held twelve ·meetings. The 
early days were devoted to collection of information and material for use of the 
board. 

Through action of the planning board the county commissioners were petitioned 
to make a new survey of the Great road (Main Street) for the purpose of relocat
ing the street lines so that the limits of the public way and of private property 
shall be definitely known. A plan has been made and the bounds will be set in 
the Spring. 

Other matters which received the attention of the board include the following:-

Lay-ou,t of lots and streets in Lexington Park. 
Methods of acquiring a sinking fund for public improvement. 
Movement toward securing a 20-foot set-back for new buildings. 
A permanent soldier-memorial. 
Regulation of billboards. 

Belmont. 

Belmont is one of the boards newly established this year. The planning board 
has set for its goal preparation of a comprehensive plan and has determined that 
all action will be taken with that goal in mind. 

At a special town meeting held in June the town directed the planning board to 
investigate and report regarding the further acquisition of land for park and play
ground purposes with particular reference to the Harvard Lawn section. The 
planning board has made definite recommendations which have been submitted 
to the town. 

Boston. 

Comprehensive Plan. - An initial appropriation for the preparation of a com
prehensive plan for Boston has been made and has enabled the planning board to 
engage the services of Nelson P. Lewis. To further the work on the comprehen
sive plan a general committee of 200 representative citizens has been formed. 

Zoning Plan. - Work on a zoning plan has been well started. A zoning advis
ory commission has been formed of representatives of certain civic and business 
organizations. This commission is studying existing legislation, etc., while the 
actual preparation of a zoning plan is going forward under the direction of 
Arthur C. Corney. 

Traffic Congestion. - The planning board has cooperated with other organiza
tions in starting a traffic survey. 

In addition studies and reports have been made on playground sites, street ex
tension and widening and other details of improvement. 
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Braintree. 

The planning board has considered plans for one real estate development, has 
recommended elimination of a bad corner at the junction of certain streets and 
other street improvements, and is supporting the movement for metropolitan 
planning. 

Brockton. 

The board reports action by the city on plans for street widening and extension. 

Brookline. 

The Brookline zoning by-law was accepted in May, 1922, and became law in 
June. Up to the present time the planning board has not been asked to consider 
any amendments. 

In view of the unsatisfactory traffic conditions at Coolidge Corner a number of 
alternative studies have been prepared in collaboration with the Town Engineer. 
Reproductions of five of these studies are appended to the board's report. Recom
mendation is made that a definite plan be adopted promptly and steps taken 
to secure necessary land or rights .in land before further building is done. 

Other things which received the attention of the board during the year were:-

Dangerous street corners. 
Street Railway extension on Brookline Avenue to connect with the subway. 
Continued study of plans for improvement at the entrance to the town at Brookline 

Avenue and Washington Street. 

Cambridge. 

Attention of the board during the year has been concentrated on zoning. A 
publicity campaign has been carried on, with meetings at City Hall and various 
school houses throughout the City. A joint meeting of the Cambridge and 
Economy Clubs was held. Copies of the proposed ordinance and preliminary 
zoning maps were sent out with a request for suggestions and criticisms. The 
final report is submitted in the form of a proposed amendment to the building 
code with an accompanying zoning map. 

Clinton. 

The planning board recommends an appropriation of 82,500.00 to enable them 
to start work on a survey preparatory to a comprehensive plan which will include 
zoning and traffic regulation. 

The board has been at work during the year on local problems and the follow
ing are among the matters acted upon:-

Building lines. 
Billboard regulation. 
Street signs. 
Street lighting. 
Sidewalks. 

Dedham. 

The Dedham report includes the following items of interest: -

Establishment of building lines is urged. 
A preliminary study and zoning plan has been made. In this connection the report 

contains a very excellent exposition of zoning and what it will do for Dedham. 
An appropriation is recommended of $1,500.00 to be used to enable the board to begin 

work on a comprehensive town plan. . 
At the invitation of the planning board an advisory council of interested citizens has 

been formed on town planning. 
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Acting in its capacity of Park Department the planning board has, with the cooperation 
of the Community Association, considered a number of locations where park land 
might be obtained and utilized to good advantage. 

Appended to the report of the planning board is a preliminary report of Arthur A. 
Shurtleff on the present street system and a report on zoning with the draft of a 
zoning by-law by John P. Fox. 

Easthampton. 

At the request of the town the board studied the question of giving up the town 
farm and disposal of the property. Recommendation was made against this 
proposal. 

Recommendations are made as follows : -

That Pleasant Street be widened. 
That automobiles be allowed to park on only one side of Union Street. 
That land be secured for a future playground near the center of the town. 
That a yearly appropriation be made for keeping open one or more properly officered 
skating places. 

Everett. 

Recommendations of the Everett planning board for the year included: -

Improvement of bathing beach and erection of a suitable bath house. 
Industrial zoning. 
Improvement of the lot known as the Savage playground. 
Acquisition of land adjacent to the Horace Mann School to be added to the school 

grounds. This recommendation has been accepted. 
Action on the recommendation of the Metropolitan District Commission regarding 

boulevard improvement and eJ.:tension. 

The board has been active also a long the following lines: 

Metropolitan planning. 
I mprovement of the Boston and Maine Railroad property at their depot. 
Public parking space for automobiles. 
Street widening. 
Billboard regulation. 

Fall River. 

An excellent report published in November, 1922, covers the work of the plan
ning board since its appointment three years ago. It includes a comprehensive 
plan prepared by Arthur A. Shurtleff, town planner, and a zoning plan and ordi
nance prepared by J ohn P . Fox, Consultant on zoning. 

Fitchburg. 

Since the Board of Survey and the planning board have been combined in 
Fitchburg the greater part of the board's energies have been devoted to laying 
out streets and approving plans for land development. 

Traffic regulation and the construction of sewers in a certain section of the city 
are recommended and it is reported that the Council are considering an appro
priation for zoning. 

Framingham. 

Recommendations were made by the board for the following improvements : -

Relocation and widening of certain streets. 
Establishment of building lines. 
Acquisition, while it is still possible, of a certain section 'of land to be used for park 

purposes. 
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Gardner. 

While Gardner has been occupied with becoming the youngest city in the State, 
planning board recommendations and activities have waited. 

The board has been working for acceptance of plans for a new civic center and 
favorable action is hoped for later. . 

Gloucester. 

The planning board of Gloucester in its first year of activity has made a study 
of certain proposals for local improvements and has made recommendations on 
the same to the Municipal Council. 

Haverhi ll. 

In addition to study on the zoning of Haverhill the board has recommended. the 
following: -

Renaming of streets to avoid duplication. 
Passage of the tenement house act. 
Regulation of traffic. 

Hin{Jham. 

A committee appointed to study the question of establishing a planning board 
in Hingham will report to the next annual town meeting. Hingham is one of the 
towns under 10,000 population where establishment of a planning board is per
mitted, but not required by law. 

No report. 
Holyoke. 

Lawrence. 
o report. 

Leominster . 
No report. 

. Lexington. 

Various matters have been considered by the board this year, among them:-

The widening of Massachusetts Avenue through the center of the town. 
A conference between the selectmen, the planning board and Philip W. Foster, asso

ciate of John Nolen, which has resulted in presentation to the selectmen of two 
plans for a preliminary survey of the town. 

Malden. 

Recommendations made to the City are as follows: -

That any improvements contemplated in any undeveloped territory be approved by 
the Board of Survey before they are carried out. 

That the billboard ordinance drafted by the City Solicitor be enacted by the City 
Council. 

That no permit be granted for the erection of a public garage within 500 feet of public 
parks, schoolhouses or playgrounds. 

Other matters acted upon or studied by the board included: -

A camping ground for visiting automobile parties. 
Development of land along the Saugus Branch Creek and the Malden River. 
Street improvements. 
Building lines.. 
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At the request of the City Council the board has made a beginning on a zoning 
plan. 

To the Malden planning board belongs. the distinction of having successfully 
started a movement that is to mean much in the future of metropolitan planning. 
Metropolitan planning has long been talked of but the voluntary getting together 
of planning boards in the metropolitan district is a new move. At the invitation 
of Malden, chairmen from 14 planning boards met for the purpose of devising 
plans to secure planning board cooperation. A permanent organization has since 
been formed. 

Marlborough. 

The Marlborough planning board was appointed in October and organized in 
November. It has held four meetings and promises to be a very active planning 
board in the future. 

ill elrose. 

Set-back lines, acquisition of land for parking space, municipal forests, elimina
tion of shacks have all been studied by the Melrose planning board this year but 
the major part of the time and effort has been spent on the preparation of a zoning 
map and ordinance which is presented to the city with the annual report. 

Natick. 

A town map, preparatory tb a zoning plan, is being prepared by the Superin
tendent of Public Works. 

A draft of a building code has been started and it is hoped will be ready to sub
mit to the annual town meeting in 1923. 

Acting upon the recommendation of the planning board in previous years the 
Board of Public Works has laid new water-mains in the business center of the 
town. Replacement of old worn-out pipes in other sections of the town is rec
ommended. 

Since 1919 plans for street layouts have been referred to the planning board for 
approval before they are accepted. This has resulted in marked improvement. 

An appropriation is recommended to cover cost of the necessary surveys that a 
map may be prepared for the street development of East Tatick before more 
building is started. 

Newton. 

The year's work has been devoted to completion of the zoning ordinance. After 
revision this ordinance was adopted and it received the approval of the Mayor in 
December. The ordinance provides that Newton be divided into five districts as 
follows: -

1. Private residence districts. 
2. General residence districts. 
3. Business districts. 
4. Manufacturing districts. 
5. Unrestricted districts. 

In the private residence districts two-family houses may be built, but no build
ing may contain more than four stories or exceed in any part a height of 55 feet. 
There must be a set-back of 25 feet. No building shall occupy more than 30 .per 
cent of the area of the lot, nor shall it be located nearer than seven and one-half 
feet from any adjoining lot. 

Changes in the zoning map are to be made only after approval of the Board of 
Aldermen and the planning board. 
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North Adams. 

North Adams is at work on a city plan. Mr. Thomas Adams has been engaged 
as consultant and has made a preliminary report. At his request certain surveys 
have been made by the Chamber of Commerce, the Rotary Club, the Kiwanis 
Club, the City Engineer and the women's organizations, the results of these sur
veys to" be ready for Mr. Adams in the Spring when he will make a personal study 
of condItions. 

In addition the board reports the following:-

Pa&§lage of an interim zoning ordinance. 
Attendance at the rational Conference on City Planning, held in Springfield, and the 

Massachusetts Federation of Planning Boards, held in Boston. 
A conference with the Rotary Club, the Kiwanis Club and the Chamber of Commerce 

to discuss improving the entrance to North Adams from the west over West Main 
Street and from the Mohawk Trail. This project was left to the Mayor and plan
ning board -and a study is under way. 

A sidewalk survey and a systematic plan for sidewalk construction. 
A survey of accepted streets in order to correct as far as possible the incomplete records 

which have been kept in the past that improvements can be planned on those 
streets which have been accepted. 

Definite recommendations include: -

Appropriation for a city plan. 
A further appropriation for t he city map. 
Consideration by the Mayor of the appointment of a Board of Survey. 
Appointment of a committee of the City Council to work in cooperation with the 

Chamber of Commerce and the Mayor to see that the highway over Petersburg 
Mountain be started at the earliest possible date. 

Improvement of certain streets. 
Adoption of the" Cambridge method of assessing. 
Enla.rgement of the Engineering Department. 

I 
Northampton. 

A public meeting at which Mr. Thomas Adams was the speaker was held under 
the auspices of the planning board and the Chamber of Commerce. 

The board's recommendation for an adequate map of the city is repeated and 
emphasis is laid on the need for a zoning ordinance, building lines, traffic regula
tions, parking facilities, and a civic center. In the words of the report, "All these 
and much more would be taken care of in an intelligent comprehensive city plan." 

Norwood. 

The town of Norwood has completed its comprehensive plan and zoning study 
and has presented it to the town with its 1922 report. 

A brief historical sketch of the work of the board since its establishment in 1912 
under the name or' the Town Planning Committee is of interest. This committee 
was appointed by the Moderator of the town, but after the act was passed by the 
Legislature of 1913 calling for the election of members of planning boards in 
towns a by-law was adopted to conform with this act. 

The comprehensive plan, prepared by Arthur A. Shurtleff, with John P. Fox, 
consultant on zoning, is a result of ten years' work and study. It is presented in 
attractive forII\ and merits serious consideration by the citizens of the town. 

Plymouth. 
No report. 
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Quincy. 

The planning board has, during the year, given its support to the formation of 
a Metropolitan Boston planning board, has sent representatives to the Massa
chusetts Conference of Planning Boards and to the legislative hearings which 
pertained to the work of the board. A local conference of planning boards was 
held at Quincy in which representatives from Braintree, Weymouth and Milton 
participated. 

Three very interesting charts on Elementary School growth, on High School 
growth and on building operations have been published as a part of the report. 

A plan of the Quincy Civic Centre has been made and will be used in connec
tion with the zoning plan on which study is begun and for which the City Council 
made a special appropriation in December. 

A list has been published showing what recommendations have been made by 
the planning board since its establishment eight years ago, showing also what 
action was taken on these recommendations. This is a good method of taking 
account of stock and proving the value of planning by showing improvements 
actually made. 

Reading. 

Reading has been at work during the year on the following:-

Consideration of a town forest. 
Plans for establishing building lines in Reading Square. 
Study of a State traffic road through Reading and adjoining towns which would divert 

traffic and trucking from Reading Square and the main streets. Several joint 
meetings were held with the Wakefield planning board and other cities and towns 
were consulted. The whole matter has been presented to the Department of 
Public Utilities for consideration. 

Salem. 

The Salem planning board has been reorganized and has resumed active work. 

Somerville. 

The planning board reports study and recommendations on the following 
matters:-

Fire protection. 
Parks and public buildings. 
Mystic River development. 
Recommendation for revision of the building law. 
Recommendation for an appropriation sufficient to employ expert assistance in pre

paring a comprehensive city plan and zoning ord.inance. 

Southbridge. 

The Southbridge board recommends the follo~ing: -

Revision of the by-laws, to include particularly a new building code and provision for 
an engineering department. 

A more intelligent planning of new streets. _ 
Appointment of a special committee to consider a tract of land for a town forest with 

power, also, to negotiate for the purchase of land for a park. 
Appointment of a committee to secure the necessary sites and arrange a school build-

ing program. • 
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Springfield. 

The board reports the following for the year:-

Assistance was rendered to the assessors in the installation of a modern system of 
assessing real estate throughout the city. 

At the board's recommendation a Board of Survey was established. 
A comprehensive zoning ordinance and map has been accepted. 
At the request of the City Council the Board of Public Works and the planning board, 

employing the assistance of the Technical Advisory Corporation and Frederick 
Law Olmsted, have submitted a report on riverfront development. 

Work is continuing on plans for local transportation, streets and thoroughfares, and 
parks and parh.-ways. 

Stoneham. 

In an attempt to secure rounded street corners the planning board has inter
ested citizens in donating the land required for this purpose to the town. 

It has advocated also better street lighting and for the work of the planning 
board has started a library of town planning literature. 

Stottghton. 

The finance comllllSSlOn and the planning board are combined III Stoughton. 
;So far no planning has been undertaken. 

Taunton. 

The board has held regular monthly meetings and has received the cooperation 
'of the City Engineer throughout the year. ' 

The board recommends the appointment of a Board of Survey, and during the 
year has approved the acceptance of several streets. 

Other things accomplished include: -

Approval of plans for the Walker Memorial Park. 
Tour of inspection of the houses under construction in the city and in North Dighton 

where houses were being built for the Mount Hope Finishing Company. 
Attendance at the State and National Conferences on city planning. 

Recommendation is again made for a comprehensive plan and zoning ordinance. 

Wakefield. 

The following is quoted from the report of the Wakefield planning board:-

It is assumed that the citizens of Wakefield want the town to be not only bigger, 
but also decidedly better. To do this the town must put its house in order so that it 
may attract to itself high-grade industries and an intelligent and useful class of resi
dents. A prominent statistician has recently made the statement that in the next five 
years more than one million people yearly will leave our larger cities and move into 
:suburban districts, the result due largely to the tremendous increased use of the auto
mobile for transportation. The same authority says, that in the same five years 
Boston, unless it enlarges its present boundaries, will show a lower population figure 
than it does today. WAkefield is in line to receive its share of this general exodus. Is 
it ready for this growth and prosperity? 

It is time for Wakefield to look ahead and to plan now to insure a future devel
opment that will be for the best interests of the whole town. The most impoI:tant and 
immediate problems confronting the town from the planning point of view are:-

Better and wider main thoroughfares with proper connections and extensions of the 
minor streets. 

A more adequate supervision and control of new plats and their coordination with each 
other and with existing street layouts. 
l-

i' 
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A comprehensive study of the park and playground possibilities in Wakefield and a 
real program of development along these lines. 

A scheme for expansion and development of school grounds so that every child will 
have a play space other than the public street. Each year this is delayed reduces 
the available opportunities and increases t he ultimate cost. 

And, lastly, the establishment of a zoning ordinance controlling and safe-guarding the 
use of all property within the town. 

The kast expensive improvement in town affairs and perhaps the most far-reaching 
and important is the careful preparation and acceptance of a comprehensive town plan 
and zoning ordinance. Wakefield is going to continue to grow in size. It will either 
grow in the usual haphazard, disorderly, e)':pensive way which characterizes the past 
of American cities and towns, causing the most serious of these present problems, or 
it will grow in an orderly, intelligent and economical way. The only way for Wakefield 
to grow correctly is in accordance with and subject to the restrictions of intelligent 
guidance. 

Walpole. 

The principal activities of the board were:-

Arranging for t he celebration of the 200th anniversary of the incorporation of the 
town. 

Suggestions that resulted in a program of park development to be carried on as one of 
the features of the 200th anniversary. 

Preliminary work on the establishment of building lines. 

Waltham. 

Consent of the Legislature has been obtained to combine the board of survey 
with the planning board and to increase the number on the board. It is the hope 
of the Waltham board that this will result in increased activities. 

Watertown. 

The study of zoning has received the attention of the planning board. At the 
town meeting a committee of 11, of which the planning board is to be a part, was 
appointed and authorized to proceed v.ith the zoning of the town. 

The board recommends the following:-

Provision for future school locations and playgrounds for the east and west ends of the 
town. 

Street and sidewalk improvement . 
Webster. 

The Webster planning board in its first year of activity has made a preliminarY 
study of conditions in the town which will serve as a basis for future work. . 

Included among the subjects of study were the following: -

Location and character of the town. 
Parks. Acquisition of additional land. 
Public buildings and Civic Center. New municipal buildings needed. 
Water Supply. Ample for present needs. 
Sewers and sewage disposaL A disposal plant necessary before long. 
Disposal of waste. Problem to be solved. 
Comfort stations. Definite recommendations made for their provision. 
Street system. Streets in good condition, but provision should be made to meet ever

increasing traffic problem. 
Fire Department. Now composed of call men. Two men should be on duty all of the 

time. 
Fire protection. All buildings on Main Street to be built of brick. Further regulation 

needed. 
HospitaL Neare~t hospital at Worcester. Need is great for a district hospitaL 
Housing and Zoning. Zoning an immediate need. 
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Wellesley. 
No report. 

Westfield. 

Among the problems studied by the board this year are regulation of billboards, 
street extension and building lines. 

Weston. 

The board in its first year of activity has engaged Arthur A. Shurtleff to make 
a survey of the town. When this study of the town's present development and 
layout has been completed a public invitation will be issued for suggestions which 
will be considered in preparing a comprehensive town plan. 

West Springfield. 
No report. 

Winchester. 

The Winchester planning board has this year supported the following:-

The action of the Selectmen in their attempt to keep the public streets a credit to the 
town. 

The establishment of building lines. 
The formation of a metropolitan planning board. 

An appropriation for zoning is recommended. 

Winthrop. 

In accordance with the town by-laws the board received and reported on peti
tions for changes in the zoning by-law adopted in March. In considering these 
petitions the board has recommended only such changes as tended to correct 
inconsistencies in the plan. 

Other activities of the board included:-

Petition to the Selectmen to establish building lines on certain streets. 
Recommendations on the widening of Washington Avenue and Shirley Street at Win

throp Station. 
Detailed recommendation on traffic regUlation . 

• W orcester. 

Through the co-operation of the Chamber of Commerce with the planning 
board the formation of a Citizen' s City Plan Committee of 75 people has been 
brought about in Worcester. This committee has worked with the planning 
board in securing a comprehensive plan for the city. The Technical Advisory 
Corporation has been employed and the preliminary work on surveys and maps 
begun. 
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