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Update on March 2018 Nor’Easters
March 2-4 Storm
After the storm, MEMA coordinated Initial Damage Assessments (IDAs) and Preliminary Damage
Assessments (PDAs) with communities in counties impacted by the storm. The assessments were
conducted to determine eligibility for federal disaster assistance under the Public Assistance (PA)
program. As a result of the assessments, on April 30th, Governor Baker formally asked the President
to issue a Major Disaster Declaration for six counties (Essex, Norfolk, Plymouth, Barnstable, Bristol
and Nantucket). If issued, all municipalities in the six counties, as well as state agencies and certain
non-profits that incurred storm-related costs in the six counties, will be eligible for reimbursement for
certain storm related costs. If the President issues the Major Disaster Declaration, MEMA, in
coordination with FEMA, will administer the program. At this time, MEMA is awaiting the decision on
this disaster declaration request.
On May 8th, the Small Business Administration (SBA) issued a Physical Disaster Declaration for
Norfolk County, (and contiguous Norfolk, Plymouth, Bristol, Worcester, Middlesex, and Suffolk
Counties) for the March 2-3 coastal storm that caused extensive flooding along Massachusetts’ east
coast. The declaration makes low interest loans available to residents, businesses, and private
nonprofits in those counties. Applicants may apply online, receive additional disaster assistance
information and download applications at https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela. The filing deadline to
submit applications for physical property damage is July 3, 2018. Applicants may also call SBA’s
Customer Service Center at (800) 659-2955 or email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. For more
information, see: https://www.mass.gov/news/sba-offers-disaster-assistance-to-residents-ofmassachusetts-affected-by-severe-winter-storms
March 7-8 Storm
Following the storm, MEMA conducted Initial Damage Assessments (IDAs) with storm-impacted
municipalities and state agencies and determined that eligible costs/damages fall below the state and
county PA thresholds. Accordingly, the state will not be requesting a federal disaster declaration for
the March 7-8 storm.
March 13 Storm
After the storm, MEMA coordinated Preliminary Damage Assessments (PDAs) with communities in
counties impacted by the storm. The PDAs were conducted to determine eligibility for federal
disaster assistance under the Public Assistance (PA) program. Based on the results of the PDAs, on
June 12th, Governor Baker formally asked the President to issue a Major Disaster Declaration for five
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counties (Essex, Middlesex, Norfolk, Suffolk, and Worcester). If issued, all municipalities in the six
counties, as well as state agencies and certain non-profits that incurred storm-related costs in the six
counties, will be eligible for reimbursement under the Public Assistance program for certain storm
related costs, including snow removal costs. If the President issues the Major Disaster Declaration,
MEMA, in coordination with FEMA, will administer the program. At this time, MEMA is awaiting the
decision on this disaster declaration request.
Hurricane Preparedness Webinars
In May 2018, MEMA partnered with the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the National
Weather Service, and the National Hurricane Center to host Hurricane Preparedness Webinars for
over 250 participants. These webinars contained information to help public safety partners prepare
for the 2018 hurricane season. The audience for the webinars included local, state and federal
officials as well as emergency managers from the private and non-profit sectors.
2018 MEMA Hurricane Preparedness Webinar Slides
2018 MEMA Hurricane Webinar Recording (includes captioning)
2018 Atlantic Hurricane Season
Begins
June 1st marked the official start of
the Atlantic Hurricane Season
which runs through November
30th. While historically the
majority of tropical storms and
hurricanes that have impacted our
region occurred during the months
of August and September, now is
the time to begin preparing
yourself, your family, your home
and your business.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) seasonal outlook predicts a near, or
above-normal number of hurricanes this season. Regardless of how many storms develop this year, it
only takes one storm to severely impact an area. To learn more about the hazards associated with
hurricanes and tropical storms, visit MEMA’s hurricane webpage: www.mass.gov/mema/hurricanes.
“Now is the time for all residents of the Commonwealth to prepare for the impacts of a tropical storm
or hurricane,” said MEMA Director Kurt Schwartz. “As hurricane season begins, residents should
learn if they live or work in a hurricane evacuation zone, make an emergency plan, assemble an
emergency kit, and stay informed.” https://www.mass.gov/news/2018-atlantic-hurricane-seasonbegins
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MEMA Hosts Hurricane
Preparedness for Decision
Makers Course
In May, MEMA hosted the
"Hurricane Preparedness for
Decision Makers" class for
New England officials to learn
about tropical cyclones,
forecasts & evacuation
decision making. The course
was a collaborative effort
between the National
Hurricane Center, the
National Weather Service
Boston/Norton, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, FEMA Region 1, and FEMA's Emergency Management Institute. The course
included local and state officials from Massachusetts and other New England States.
MEMA Hosts Integrated Emergency Management Course
After a competitive application process, the Emergency Management Institute selected the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the 2018 Integrated Emergency Management Course (IEMC).
The IEMC, which occurred on May 22-24, was a three day, exercise-based training activity for
Emergency Operations Center personnel to practice simulated, but realistic, crisis situations within a
structured learning environment. The exercise simulated a large tornado with cascading impacts and
the simulated response from the City of Chicopee and other local officials as well as the State
Emergency Operations Center, including Emergency Support Function partners, private sector
organizations, and non-profit organizations. The exercise was a great opportunity to continue to
prepare and strengthen the state’s emergency management program. The exercise included
approximately 140 participants in the classroom training portion with another 30 participants joining
for the functional exercise.
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Fitchburg Disaster Pet Sheltering Course

The Fitchburg Community Emergency Response Team (CERT), with FFY 2016 State Homeland
Security Program grant funds awarded to them by MEMA, worked with the Central Massachusetts
Disaster Animal Response Team and the Fitchburg EMA to conduct a successful Disaster Pet Shelter
course. There were 35 people in attendance representing six organizations and through this training
attendees gained an understanding of pet care and handling that will create a less stressful shelter
environment for pets (and their owners) and improve overall emergency shelter operations.
Updated Mutual Aid Agreement Members
MEMA continues to encourage all communities and governmental entities to opt into the Statewide
Public Safety Mutual Aid Agreement and the Public Works Mutual Aid Agreement programs. To date,
327 communities and governmental entities have signed onto the Statewide Public Safety Mutual Aid
Agreement and 252 have signed onto the Public Works Mutual Aid Agreement. For more details, maps,
and forms, see: https://www.mass.gov/service-details/intrastate-mutual-aid. Local officials with any
questions regarding the agreements should contact Allen Phillips at allen.phillips@state.ma.us or their
MEMA Regional Office
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Mitigation Projects Round-Up
Hawley, MA - As part of the 2013 disaster declaration DR4110, Massachusetts received funding for the Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP). One of the subapplications that was funded through this HMGP was the
Chickley River Bank Stabilization Project for the Town of
Hawley. The community further leveraged their federal
award by combining it with the state funded MassWorks
program which was utilized for their local match. The
project involved stabilization of a 360 foot section of the
river embankment at the Public Works Garage location.
The total FEMA obligation for this project was $262,970
with a MassWorks match of $87,657.

Northampton, MA – As part of the 2010 disaster
declaration DR-1895, Massachusetts received
funding for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
(HMGP). One of the sub-applications that was
funded through this HMGP was the City of
Northampton for the Roberts Meadow Brook
Channel Improvement Project. The project was
recently completed utilizing federal funds as well
as local share. The project involved improvements
of a 350 foot section of the channel. The existing
stone masonry was replaced with a rip-rap
revetment as well as riffle and pool complexes
within the channel to provide in-stream structure
and added ecological value.

More information on Hazard Mitigation Assistance programs can be found on our website at:
https://www.mass.gov/hazard-mitigation-assistance-grant-programs
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MEMA Training Update
Upcoming MEMA trainings with open seats:
Date
6/26-6/27
7/10-7/11

Class
ICS-400: Advanced ICS (ICS-400)
Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program (L-0146)

Location
Bridgewater
Beverly

To view a full calendar of training opportunities and register for classes, see MEMA’s Training
Registration System calendar.
In May, MEMA’s Training and Exercise Unit hosted 311 students in 10 course offerings plus
approximately 250 students for the Hurricane Preparedness Webinars:
Class
ICS 300: Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents (ICS-300)
Integrated Emergency Management Course (IEMC)
L-930
Fundamentals of Criminal Intelligence (AWR-135)
ICS-400: Advanced ICS (ICS-400)
Emergency Operations Center Management and Operations (G775)
ICS-400: Advanced ICS (ICS-400)
Hurricane Preparedness For Decision Makers (L-320)
ICS-200: ICS for Single Resources and Initial Action Incidents
ICS-300: Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents (ICS-300)
Until Help Arrives, Train-the-Trainer (UHA-TtT)

Location
Middleton
Natick
Bourne
New Bedford
Agawam
Agawam
Milford
New Braintree
New Braintree
Charlton

To date in 2018, including the hurricane preparedness webinars, 1,022 students have taken MEMA
supported classes. For additional MEMA Training opportunities, visit: https://www.mass.gov/trainingexercises-and-conferences.
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MEMA Field Deployment Highlights
During May, MEMA deployed field assets and personnel to support the following events across the
Commonwealth:
 May 10-12: MEMA supported Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) Police, Worcester Police
and IT and support staff with a Mobile Emergency Operations Center (MEOC) which served as
a Unified Command Post and dispatch and security platform for WPI’s commencement
ceremonies. The MEOC supported video feeds from around the college campus and cache
radios and an event channel were provided.


May 18: MEMA supported Quinsigamond Community College Police and Worcester Police with
a MEOC which served as a Unified Command Post and dispatch and security platform for
Quinsigamond’s commencement ceremonies at the DCU Center. The MEOC supported video
feeds from around the college campus and cache radios and an event channel were provided.



May 30 – June 5: MEMA supported The Municipal Police Training Committee’s (MPTC) Applied
Patrol Procedure Training at the Brockton Fairgrounds. As in the past, an MEOC was used as
a classroom and a video and staging platform to support police recruits that were being trained
in Applied Patrol Procedures. Cache radios were provided to the recruits during this training
exercise and the MEOC was used to support the review, briefing and instructional portions of
the exercise.

MEMA’S Mission Statement
MEMA is the state agency charged with ensuring the state is prepared to withstand, respond to, and
recover from all types of emergencies and disasters, including natural hazards, accidents, deliberate
attacks, and technological and infrastructure failures. MEMA is committed to an all hazards approach
to emergency management. By building and sustaining effective partnerships with federal, state and
local government agencies, and with the private sector - - individuals, families, non-profits, and
businesses - - MEMA ensures the Commonwealth’s ability to rapidly recover from large and small
disasters by assessing and mitigating threats and hazards, enhancing preparedness, coordinating
response operations, and strengthening our capacity to rebuild and recover.
Follow MEMA For Important Emergency Information
Twitter - www.twitter.com/MassEMA; Facebook - www.facebook.com/MassachusettsEMA;
YouTube - www.youtube.com/MassachusettsEMA; MEMA Website – www.mass.gov/mema;
Massachusetts Alerts app – www.mass.gov/mema/mobileapp

7

