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BOARD OF BUILDING REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS 
 

Structural Advisory Committee (SAC) Meeting Minutes 
 

March 7, 2019 
Simpson Gumpertz & Heger Offices 
41 Seyon Street, Building 1, Suite 500 

Waltham, MA 02453 
 

 Roll Call, by SAC Chair: 

Joe Zona, Chair   present   absent 
Vacancy  present   absent 
Dominic J. Kelly  present   absent 
(Arrived at 10:21 a.m.) 
Gary McClean  present   absent 
Mehul Dhruv  present   absent 
Michael Berry  present   absent 
 

Nicholas Mariani  present   absent 
Richard A. Henige  present   absent 
Richard Croswell  present   absent 
Michael Fillion  present   absent 
Robert Anderson*  present   absent 
 

* Cesar I. Lastra participated as the designee for OPSI Chief of Inspections – Building & Engineering, Robert Anderson. 
 

General notes on format of these minutes 

• These minutes represent general points discussed during the meeting.  The minutes are not intended to be a 

verbatim account of discussions. 

• Agenda topics as numbered may be in the same order as they appear on the meeting agenda. 

• The meeting agenda is listed as EXHIBIT A; others are listed sequentially as addresses during the meeting. 
 

Meeting Agenda 

1. Approve: Minutes to the January 31, 2019 Structural Advisory Committee meeting. 

The draft minutes from the January 31, 2019 Structural Advisory Committee meeting were reviewed 

(EXHIBIT B). Motion to approve the minutes made by Richard Henige, seconded by Michael Berry; 

motion passes. 

 

 

2. Discuss: Tenth Edition of the Massachusetts Building Code based on the 2018 International Codes.  

 

• Chapter 16: Structural Design Amendments 
o The Chair provided personal marked up copies of the 9th edition of 780 CMR to the SAC 

members to verify whether the information is relevant or requires an update (EXHIBIT C). 



 

 
 

o The Chair noted that portions of this chapter addresses flood design, which SAC is not 
responsible. Cesar I. Lastra stated that the Counsel to the BBRS acknowledged that the 
oversight is to another advisory committee to address those matters. 
 

o Richard Henige reviewed every Massachusetts city and town on the “ATC Hazards by 
Location” website in order to update the New England Seismic Coefficients and Wind 
Velocities (EXHIBIT D). The Chair stated that there is no change to the snow loads as there 
is no new data, but promised to verify for the next meeting. The Chair added that the 
minimum flat roof snow loads will stay the same. 

 

o  The Chair revised paragraph 1608.2 to keep the first sentence of the paragraph and strike 

the remaining text. Mr. Henige asked whether the eccentricities in 1604.12 were already 

included in AISC 341-16. Chair was unaware, but believed that F1.1 scope is unchanged 

from the prior version. The Chair requested that Mr. Henige or Dominic Kelly look in to the 

matter. 

 

o The Chair stated that section 1610 is more specific than the national code and should be 

kept. 

 

o The Chair acknowledged that seismic provisions have not changed. Both the Chair and Mr. 
Henige have reviewed the ASCE 7 tables independently and noted that category B.3 
limitations in both tables are redundant as it has been adopted by AISC 341-16. Mr. Henige 
added that, on Table 12.2-1, “Note F” should be renamed as “Note P” (EXHIBIT E). 

  
• Chapter 19: Concrete Amendments 

o The Chair stated that he will cross check with Mr. Henige, but it appears that the provisions 

of Chapter 19 are straight forward and no further changes needed.  

 

• Chapter 21: Masonry Amendments 
o Nicholas Mariani provided a handout to all the SAC members for discussion (EXHIBIT F) 

and informed the SAC members that ACI 530 has been renamed to TMS 402/602 and will 
no longer be published by the ACI. Mr. Mariani added that the newest version of the TMS 
code does not highlight the changes from the ACI version of the code. 
 

o Mr. Mariani stated that language of Chapter 7 has not changed between versions of the code 
and any cross references to Chapter 7 remain valid. 

 

o Mr. Mariani made a recommendation to add clarification language for calculating 
deflection. The Chair stated that a change of this nature should go before the national 
committee for consideration. 
 

• Chapter 22: Steel Amendments 
o The Chair stated that the provisions of this chapter will remain the same and the only 

changes to be made will be to the paragraph numbers. 
 
 
 



 

 
 

• Chapter 23: Wood Amendments 
o The Chair postponed the discussion as Gary McClean was not present at the meeting to 

address the topic. 
 

• Chapter 34: Existing Building Code Amendments 
o Michael Fillion provided a handout to all the SAC members for discussion (EXHIBIT G). 

Two definitions were added: “Roof Covering” [proposed definition for the 2021 IEBC] and 
“Substantial Structural Alteration” [definition added to the end of the definition in the 2018 
IBC]. Discussion regarding the proposed definition language added to the 2018 IBC 
definition for “Substantial Structural Alteration” ensued amongst the members. The Chair 
expressed concern over the proposed threshold as it has not been tested and recommends 
that the matter be addressed more explicitly. 
 

o Mr. Fillion stated that section 300 remains the same, but paragraph numbering changed 

from the 9th edition reference numbers to the current edition numbers. 

  

o 302.8.2. – A recommendation was made to change the ultimate design speed from 150 mph 

to 145 mph in order to capture all the Massachusetts islands. 

 

o Mr. Fillion added paragraph “302.9: Structural Requirements Pertaining to Minor 

Alterations” to clarify that “… exception does not apply where insulation is added to the 

roof assembly.” The Chair stated concern as the proposed language may contradict the 

energy code, which requires insulation, and may add cost increases for structural 

improvements.  The Chair added that there is an underlying principle in the code that a 

code mandated improvement shall not trigger another code mandated improvement unless 

it creates a necessity to do so. 

 

o Mr. Fillion added language under 302.10.3 to include design category B. It was noted that 

“unreinforced masonry” does not mean no reinforcement, rather it means not meeting the 

design requirements of reinforced masonry. A recommendation was made to remove the 

word “unreinforced”. 

 

o Mr. Fillion removed sections 404.4.1 and 606.2.1.1 as the language is now covered under the 

2018 IEBC.  

 

o Mr. Fillion revised paragraph “405.2.4: Substantial structural damage to gravity load-

carrying components” to take the effects of snow in to consideration for repairs. Mr. Fillion 

added that the language comes from suggested language from the state of Colorado for the 

2021 code.  

 
 
Amendment proposal from Corey Matthews, P.E. pertaining to unreinforced masonry parapets. 

Mr. Lastra informed the SAC members that an amendment proposal was submitted by Corey 

Matthews, P.E. pertaining to unreinforced masonry parapets (EXHIBIT H). Mr. Matthews noted, 

“several parapet collapses around the Boston area resulting from structural deterioration associated 



 

 
 

with water intrusion, subsequent freeze/thaw movement and related structural damage” and not from 

“seismic activity or unusual high winds”. Mr. Matthews made a recommendation to amend “302.7 

Structural Requirements Pertaining to Roofing Work” as follows: 

 

1. Structural requirements of parapets of unreinforced masonry required by sections 403.5 and 707.3.1 

of 780 CMR 34.00 shall only apply when the intended alteration requires a permit for reroofing and 

when roof covering is removed from the entire roof diaphragm and not by the 25% roof area trigger 

found in these sections. include buildings assigned to Seismic Design Categories B and C. 

 

The Chair stated that the matter is on the topic of deterioration, which is associated with maintenance, 

and not the intention of the section of the code to address maintenance issues. The Chair added that 

Chapter 1 of 780 CMR addresses maintenance issues. Mr. Lastra stated that OPSI staff will look in to 

the maintenance matter further for discussion at a later meeting.  

 

 

3. Discuss: Other matters not reasonably anticipated 48 hours in advance of meeting. 

 

• Mehul Dhruv stated that solar ready buildings are not addressed under the structural section of 

the 9th edition of 780 CMR, even though other parts of the code have the requirements for solar 

ready buildings. Mr. Dhruv is looking for guidance on the matter. The Chair stated that he does 

not believe the matter can be codified and is up to the design team. Mr. Lastra stated that the 

matter can be brought up to the BBRS as the SAC thinks that there is a need for coordination 

and clarification. 

 

 

4. Approve: Adjourning the meeting. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Cesar I. Lastra, seconded by Richard Henige; motion passed by 

unanimous vote, meeting adjourned at 12:16 p.m. 

 

 

EXHIBITS: 

A. Meeting Agenda. 

B. Draft minutes from the January 31, 2019 Structural Advisory Committee meeting. 

C. Proposed changes to the 9th edition of 780 CMR by Joe Zona, Chair. 

D. Update of the New England Seismic Coefficients and Wind Velocities by Richard Henige. 

E. Update to ASCE 7, TABLE 12.2-1 and TABLE 12.14-1 by Richard Henige. 

F. Proposed changes to the 9th edition of 780 CMR Chapter 21: Masonry by Nicholas Mariani. 

G. Proposed changes to the 9th edition of 780 CMR Chapter 34: Existing Building Code by Michael Fillion. 

H. 780 CMR Amendment proposal from Corey Matthews, P.E. pertaining to unreinforced masonry parapets. 


