
P ub lic  D ocum ent No. 136

Ciic Commontoealtf) of £0 assacfnisetts

A N N U A L REPO RT
O F  T H E

Director of Registration
F O R  T H E

Year ending N ovember 30, 1920

D ivision of Registration 

Department of Civil Service and Registration :

'A , BOSTON
W R IG H T & PO TT E R  PR IN T IN G  CO., STATE PR IN TER S 

32 D E R N E  ST R E E T



Cf)c Commontoealti) of ^asoacftusetts

R E P O R T .

D ir e c t o r  o f  R e g is t r a t io n ,
146 S t a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , Jan. 14, 1921.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
G e n t l e m e n : — The Division of Registration, Department of 

Civil Service and Registration, respectfully submits to you 
its first annual report. The reports of the various boards as
sembled in this division, the Board of Registration in Medicine, 
the Board of Dental Examiners, the Board of Registration in 
Pharmacy, the Board of Registration of Nurses, the Board of 
Registration in Embalming, the Board of Registration in 
Optometry, the Board of Registration in Veterinary Medicine, 
and the State Examiners of Electricians have already been 
submitted and will be printed in separate pamphlets.

The Boards of this Department compare very favorably with 
those of other States, the Director having been in personal 
touch with the various boards of all of the States in the Union.

There are many improvements which the Director hopes to 
see perfected when room in the State House and other condi
tions are such as to allow the same. The Director feels that 
the best interests of the public will be served by having all 
public records of the various Boards available at all times at 
the State House, and by having the secretaries of those Boards 
which are located without the State House at the present time 
keep certain stated hours when they would be available to the 
general public.

The present system by which the Boards handle their finances 
the Director feels could be much improved, and feels that our 
various Boards should deposit their moneys directly with the 
State Treasurer rather than maintain seven different bank 
accounts. The centralizing of our Boards when proper room 
is available is the ideal method of securing efficiency and serv
ice to the general public, which we desire.



Before dwelling too much on the personnel of the Boards 
of this Department, there are matters far more serious which 
confront and which affect the welfare of the general public. 
There seems to be a class of people, who are neither doctors, 
druggists, dentists nor registered members of the other Boards, 
who are practicing upon the general public with no license, no 
supervision and in many instances without knowledge of the 
preparations which they are inflicting on the public. We find 
ignorant people, especially in our centers of foreign population, 
practicing medicine, dentistry and selling pharmaceutical prep
arations who are unrestricted at the present time. We feel 
it is essential that some step should be taken to curb this 
class of people who are going throughout our State, and in 
many cases causing injuries to the people from which they 
may never be able to get relief.

The unrestricted sale of narcotics on the streets of our large 
cities is a matter of great concern to our medical board, our 
pharmacy board and to all those who realize the seriousness of 
the drug evil.

The following bills with explanations have been submitted 
to the incoming Legislature for consideration and action upon 
the same: —

1. An Act to provide for the Appointment of Investigators and 
Prosecution Officers for the Protection of the Public against 
the Illegal or Unprofessional Practicing of Medicine, Pharmacy, 
Nursing, Dentistry, Optometry, Chiropody, Veterinary Medicine, 
Embalming and as Electricians. — Throughout the past year 
numerous complaints have been made to the various Boards 
calling our attention to persons illegally practicing medicine, 
pharmacy, nursing, dentistry, optometry, chiropody, veterinary 
medicine, embalming and as electricians. The seriousness of 
the results, of which the general public are the victims, caused, 
this act to be presented to the Legislature.

2. An Act to provide that Applicants for Registration by the 
Several Boards of Registration and Examination, in the Depart
ment of Civil Service and Registration, shall be Citizens of the 
United States.— The various Boards have had more or less 
unpleasant experiences with applicants for examination, es
pecially among those persons who are not American citizens, 
and it was unanimously the verdict that the welfare of the

general public would be much better served if this act should 
become a law.

3. An Act authorizing the Several Boards of Registration to 
suspend and cancel Certificates of Registration. — This would 
mean the amending of General Acts of 1917, chapter 218, 
section 1, in order that it might include all of the Boards of 
the Division of Registration, Department of Civil Service, the 
present act including only four Boards.

4. An Act relative to the Records of the Several Boards of 
Registration in the Department of Civil Service and Registration. 
— Inasmuch as there have been complaints concerning the lo
cation of the public records of the various Boards in the De
partment of Civil Service and Registration, some of the Boards 
not being housed at the present time in the State House, the 
Director felt that he should have the supervision and direction 
of the location of the public records in his Department.

5. An Act to regulate the Manufacture and Sale of Medicinal 
Preparations. — The Director of Registration during the past 
year has had many calls from manufacturers of medicinal 
preparations, seeking some Board in the State House from 
whom they might receive a permit allowing them to manu
facture and sell medicinal preparations among the general 
public. At the present time there is no body in the State to 
supervise and direct this class of manufacturers, and to see 
that they comply with the laws of the Commonwealth, and it 
was deemed advisable to present such an act by which they 
might be properly licensed and regulated.

6. An Act to establish the Division of Registration and Nar
cotic Drug Control in the Department of Civil Service and Regis
tration. — This act was unanimously acted upon by the Senate 
and various committees of the past Legislature, and the nar
cotic situation in the State at the present time is such a serious 
menace to the general public that it is deemed advisable that 
some definite action should be taken on it.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM S. BRIRY,
Director of Registration, 

Department of Civil Service and. Registration.


