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GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 6. 

ART COMMISSION. 

SECTION 19. There shall be an art commission for the commonwealth 
consisting of five members, who shall be citizens of the commonwealth. 
Upon the expiration of the term of office of any member thereof, his 
successor shall be appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent 
of the council, for five years. The commission shall serve without com
pensation, but shall be allowed such necessary expenses as may be ap
proved by the governor and council, not exceeding one hundred dollars in 
amount, and shall have power to adopt its own rules and to elect such 
officers from its own members as may be deemed proper. 

ACTS OF 1922, CHAPTER 298. 

AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE POWERS OF THE ART COM.l\USSION FOR THE 
COMMONWEALTH. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter six of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section twenty and inserting in place thereof the following: - Section 20 . 
There shall be submitted to the art commission for its approval in an 
advisory capacity any plan relative to the creation, acquisition, construc
tion, erection or remodeling by the commonwealth of any work of art, 
accompanied by designs, descriptions, specifications, drawings or models 
sufficient to enable the commission to determine the artistic character of 
such work of art. The commission shall file with the governor, within 
thirty days after such submission, its opinion of such proposed work of art 
together with such suggestions and recommendations as it may deem 
proper. The term "work of art", as used in this section, shall include 
any painting, portrait, mural decoration, stained glass, statue, bas-relief, 
ornament, fountain or any other article or structure of a permanent 
character intended for decoration or commemoration. 

Upon request of the governor, the commission shall act in an advisory 
capacity relative to the artistic character of any building constructed, 
erected or remodeled by the commonwealth, or upon land owned by the 
commonwealth, and when, upon request of the governor, there shall be 
submitted to said commission any plan relating to such construction. 
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erection or remodeling of any such building, accompanied by desi , s, de
scriptions, specifications, drawings or models sufficient to enable e com
mission to determine the artistic character of such building, the commission 
shall file with the governor, within thirty days after such submission, its 
opinion of such proposed building together with such suggestions and 
recommendations as it may deem proper. The term "building", as used 
in this section, shall include structures intended for human occupation 
and use, and also bridges, arches, gates, walls or other permanent structures 
of any character. [Approved April 14, 1922. 



~bc <ZrommonttJcaltb of €.@assacbusctts 

FIFTH REPORT OF THE ART COMMISSION. 

To the Honorable the General Court. 

The Commission respectfully submits the following report: -

1. LIEUTENANT NORMAN PRINCE MEMORIAL. 

This memorial was presented to the Commonwealth and un
veiled with simple ceremony on October 15, 1921. The 
tablet was approved by the Commission as a work of art of 
sufficient merit to be placed on the wall of the State House. 
The acceptance of this memorial, the gift of a citizen of 
the Commonwealth, which commemorates the patriotic service 
of one of the sons of Massachusetts in the cause of world 
liberty, - a volunteer in that cause before our country entered 
the lists, - brought up a question of authority regarding the 
acceptance of gifts tendered to the Commonwealth. The 
action of the Legislature in reserving to itself the rights of 
acceptance or rejection of gifts seems to this Commission to 
be logical, for it leaves to the Commission the only function it 
should have, namely, to pass on technical matters which con
cern questions of artistic merit and the appropriate placing of 
such objects as may be deemed worthy of acceptance. 

The subject of memorials in general has engaged the thought 
of the Commission. It is natural that a desire should manifest 
itself to commemorate the services of those who have reflected, 
through their deeds of valor and of service, glory upon their 
mother State, but careful and just consideration must also be 
given to the proper relation of a deed with some generallyac
cepted standard of what constitutes exceptional service. In 
the first flush of the ending of a victorious war, events in their 
true light are often magnified, but there are some that by 
common consent will but gather added laurels as time passes. 
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The chairman of this Commission has submitted io t com
mittee on State House a tentative outline for a p n com
memorating the part Massachusetts played in the /, orld War, 
and has suggested a "Hall of Fame" for the area on the third 
floor of the State House, the walls to be covered with mural 
paintings and bronze memorials, thus giving a definite location 
to this period of our State's history. A special commission will 
study this question, and its conclusions will be presented to the 
Legislature for definite action. 

There should always be, however, a double purpose served. 
Years hence, when those who gaze on our memorials know of 
them only in the light of what historical knowledge they 
possess, and when time has dimmed the memory, then, through 
the genius of the painter and the sculptor, should the deeds 
as represented or commemorated awaken pride as works of art, 
quite apart from the recorded history. 

Some subjects require, and should have, immediate attention 
for reasons governing a true historical record; others should 
await the cool and impersonal judgment of posterity. John 
Adams sensed at once the pictorial significance of the episode 
when Otis argued against the writs of assistance, even going so 
far as to describe the scene. More than a hundred years 
elapsed before it was placed on canvas. What is pictured 
cannot be quite so true to facts as would be the case had the 
scene been painted while Adams and other contemporaries were 
living. In the work of Americanization, too much stress 
cannot be laid upon the value of educating the people through 
pictorial representation of fundamental events which have 
made our Commonwealth a leader in freedom and civic en
ligh tenmen t. 

As regards the quality of memorials, and with particular 
reference to mural paintings, the Commission when asked for 
its opinion on two large paintings proposed as gifts to the 
Commonwealth made the following report:-

The Commission holds very decided views on this particular subject 
of memorials, whether in the form of statuary or paintings, realizing as 
it does the importance of its action in accepting such works, and having 
not only the opinion of the present day in mind, but also the opinion of 
a future, and, it is to be presumed, more general enlightened taste. The 
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best is none too good for the Commonwealth, and while the patriotism 
of the moment may be met by inferior works of this sort, posterity will 
judge in cooler and more critical mood. The decorations surrounding 
Memorial Hall are of a superior order, though not all of the highest 
merit; still they serve as a fitting guide for purposes of comparison with 
other works which may have to be considered. 

2. H ENRY B. ENDICOTT MEMORIAL. 

This memorial was authorized by an act of Legislature in 
recognition of the services rendered the Commonwealth by the 
late Henry B. Endicott, which included an appropriation of 
the sum of $400. 

The amount appropriated was inadequate for the purpose, 
but before making a formal report to this effect, the Commis
sion aroused the interest and co-operation of friends and 
associates of Mr. Endicott, and a sufficient sum was quickly 
raised. A commission was given to Henry Hudson Kitson, the 
sculptor, to execute a bas-relief of Mr. Endicott in tablet form. 
The work met with the approval of the Art Commission and 
Mr. Endicott's friends. 

3. LANDING OF THE PILGRIMS. 

The Provincetown Tercentenary Commission submitted its 
plans for providing a permanent commemoration of the Landing 
of the Pilgrims at Provincetown, and the plans were approved. 

Plans for four tablets to mark certain historical localities 
on Cape Cod, designed by the sculptor John F. Paramino, 
were approved; also design for memorial tablet by Charles A. 
Coolidge. 

4. PORTRAIT OF FORMER GOVERNOR SAMUEL vV. MCCALL. 

The Legislature having granted a request of the Commission 
by increasing the sum to be appropriated for securing the 
portraits of former Governors of the Commonwealth from 
$1,000 to $3,000, a portrait of former Governor Samuel W. 
McCall was painted by Edmund C. Tarbell, one of the lead
ing artists of the country, and a cit izen of Massachusetts. 
The portrait was unanimously approved by this Commission 
and its formal acceptance recommended to the Governor and 
Council. 
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5. MEMORIAL FOR THE DEAD IN FRANCE) 

The following report was made by this Commission on the 
T 

model for the proposed memorial designed by Daniel Chester 
French, the landscape features designed by Henry Bacon:-

The first important detail in planning for a memorial is the site, for 
the placillg in suitable location is of prime importance. Seldom has it 
happened that nature has provided a :finer background, that afforded 
greater inspiration to a sculptor, than the stern-faced rock one hundred 
feet in height, facing the River Meuse. It seems designed to typify the 
inflexible courage and indomitable will of our Massachusetts boys, a 
suitable foil for the Angel, called "Benediction." In our opinion the 
Commission in charge selected most wisely, and imagination cannot 
dwell in any but satisfied mood as it contemplates the splendid mise en 
scene as presented by the plans, sketches and photographs. 

Mr. French, whose name was suggested among others by this Commis
sion, has chosen his subject well, as it fits into the natural scene and easily 
becomes a part of the picture. The Commission approves of this figure 
of "Benediction," but does not approve of the recumbent figure of the 
dead soldier, as it appears too literal in combination with the superb 
allegorical sentiment of the figure of "Benediction," and the whole design 
would gain much in dignity with the elimination of this recumbent figure, 
leaving the tablet with the names of the honored dead in their impressive 
simplicity. 

The fact that the memorial is not on actual fighting ground is a minor 
detail for objection, for at least this location was within the battle area, 
and certainly no troops fought there, since it was out of the question 
for them to have done so, and Massachusetts men were in so many units 
outside the 26th Division, scattered as they were throughout the American 
forces, it seems as thoug-h it would be to commemorate some special unit 
if some other and far less desirable site were selected merely to conform 
to a somewhat narrow and overdrawn historical suggestion. Nothing 
would be gained and much would be sacrificed, and this Commission 
hopes no change will be made, as the present suggested site is a true 
part of the artistic conception. Another location would call for quite a 
different rendering. No son or daughter of our Commonwealth, in view
ing this tribute to our heroic dead, can help but feel a thrill of pride, even 
though it be placed on soil from which has sprung so much that ennobles 
art. 
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6. STATUE OF PILGRIM MAIDEN. 

As the site for this statue, designed and executed by Henry 
Hudson Kitson, sculptor, was on property belonging to the 
Commonwealth, the Commission was requested by the National 
Society of New England Women to render its opinion of the 
merits of the work, and judgment was rendered informally to 
the society. As no official presentation to the Commonwealth 
has been made, our action has not been formally rendered, 
and no action on the part of the Legislature has been asked 
by the Society of New England Women. The statue was ap
proved as a work of art. 

7. PORTRAIT OF FORMER GOVERNOR EUGENE N. Foss. 

This portrait by Howard Smith was approved by the Com
mission and its acceptance recommended. It was suggested, 
however, that the painter of the portrait be paid in accordance 
with his current prices, for in the opinion of this Commission, 
it does not follow that a sum not to exceed $3,000 shall be paid 
for every portrait of a former chief executive, and while it may 
be conceded that a portrait may possess certain good qualities 
of craftsmanship and rendition of character, the reputation of 
the artist has a certain monetary bearing on the matter of 
compensation. The Commission refuses to pass on the financial 
side of the question, but strongly recommends that a form of 

~ contract be executed between the finance committee of the 
Council and the artist who is selected and whose selection is 
approved first by this Commission, such approval, however, 
not to be considered as denying the right of the Art Commission 
to pass judgment on the completed work before final acceptance 
by the Commonwealth. 

8. POWERS OF THE ART COMMISSION. 

An act relative to the powers of the Art Commission was 
enacted by the General Court, and by the terms of the act a 
certain standing is given the Commission relating to its duties 
and responsibilities. It may be appropriate to state here that 
the members of this Commission deeply appreciate the cordial 
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co-operation of the members of the Legislature, whenever 
matters requiring legislative action and relating to subjects 
which pertain to the duties of the Art Commission have been 
under consideration. 

9. MEMORIAL TO MASSACHUSETTS CHAPLAINS. 

This memorial is the first to be placed near the suggested 
"Hall of Fame," and records for future generations the names 
of the four devoted Massachusetts chaplains who died in the 
service of their country in the World War. 

10. PORTRAIT OF GOVERNOR WINSLOW. 

A portrait of Governor Winslow of the Plymouth Colony 
was approved in accordance with the Acts of 1922. It is the 
gift of the Massachusetts Society of Founders and Patriots. 

It is intended by this act to secure portraits and other memo
rials of the Colonial Governors of Massachusetts, but such a 
result can be obtained only by an appropriation, as of necessity 
original portraits will rarely or never come into possession of 
the Commonwealth; copies, therefore, will give a practicable 
means of adding to the eight portraits already in the Senate 
Reception Room. It is hoped a small appropriation may be 
made at the coming session of the Legislature for this purpose. 

11. MEMORIAL TO ANN HUTCHINSON. 

On April 25, 1922, the Art Commission, in accordance with 
an act of the General Court, chapter 146 of the Acts of 1922, 
formally addressed the General Court recommending the ac
ceptance of the bronze statue of Ann Hutchinson, presented to 
the Commonwealth by the Ann Hutchinson Memorial Associa
tion and the General Federation of Women's Clubs of Massa
chusetts. 

The site suggested for the statue is where it is to be seen at 
present, the General Court: having accepted it and ordered it 
placed in accordance with the recommendation of this Com
mISSIOn. 
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12. THE WEBSTER STATUE. 

Mr. Lewis A. Armistead, a great grandson of Daniel Webster, 
petitioned the Governor and Council to have the name of 
" W' ebster" cut on the pedestal of the statue. The request was 
referred to this Commission, which reported in favor of the 
petitioner. The name Webster has therefore been cut on the 
pedestal. 

13. OLD PROVINCE HOUSE. 

The demolishing of the last remains of the " Old Province 
House" disclosed the ancient fireplaces, and it was represented 
to His Excellency the Governor, by several interested citizens 
of Boston, that the Commonwealth should secure and preserve 
these memorials, later perhaps to be placed in some future 
State building. 

His Excellency promptly sent a special message to the 
Legislature and a resolve was introduced. Before the final 
stages of enactment were completed, the owners of the pro
posed building to be erected on the site of the Province House, 
acting with commendable public spirit, announced that the old 
fireplaces would be incorporated in the new building, so that no 
legislation became necessary. 

The Commission has been consulted frequently by officials 
of cities and towns, as well as by associations and individuals, 
mainly on matters relating to war memorials, and all assistance 
possible has been given. The members of the Commission have 
elected to give what service they can, freely and willingly. 

WALTER GILMAI PAGE, 
CHARLES R. GRECO, 
CYRUS E. DALLIN, 
H. DUDLEY MURPHY, 
FREDERICK W. COBUR J, 

Art Commission for the Commonwealth. 
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SAMUEL \\TALKER MCCALL, GOVERNOR OF l\L-\.SSACHUSETTS. 

Painted as authorized under Jlct of Legislature. By Edmund C. Tarbell. N. A. 





ANNE HUTCHINSON. 

Given to the Commonwealth by the Anne Hutchinson Memorial Association and Massachusetts 
State Federation of Women 's Clubs. Cyrus E. Dallin, A. N. A., Sc. 





HENRY B. ENDICOT'l' MEMORIAL. 

Authorized hy act of Legislature. Placed in State House, 1921. Henry Hudson Kitson, Sc. 





i\fAYFLOWER TABLET, PROVINCETOWN . 

A memorial erected by the Massach usetts Society of Mayflower Descendants. Designed by Charles 
A. Coolidge. 
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LIEUTENANT NORMAN PRINCE MEMORIAL. 

Given to the Commonwealth. Placed in State House, 1921. John Francis Paramino, Sc. 

J 





EUGENE NOBLE Foss, GOVERNOR OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Painted as authorized under act of Legislature. By Howard Smith, A. N. A. 





THE FIRST ENCOUNTER. 

Located on Mulford's Cliff, Cape Cod Bay. John Francis Paramino, Sc. 
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WELLFLEET H ARBO R. 

LQcated in front of Old Colonial Church. John Francis Paramino, Sc. 





.., 

CORN HILL, TRURO. 

Located on Cape Cod Bay. John Francis Paramino, Sc. 





PILGRIM SPRI NG, POND VILLAGE, TRURO. 

John Francis Paramino, Sc. 





THE CHAPLAIN MEl\JORIAL. 

Authorized by act of Legislature. P laced in State House, 1922. Bashka Paeff, Sc. 
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