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SIR FRANCIS BERNARD. 

Governor oj the P rovince oj Massachusetts Bay. 1760- 1769. 



EIGHTH REPORT OF THE ART CONLIVIISSION 

To the Honorable the General Court . 

The Art Commission respectfully submits herewith its report for t he year 1925 
in accordance with Section 19 of the General Laws, Chapter 6, and amended in the 
Acts of 1922, Chapter 298. 

T HE PLYMOUTH SURVEY 

In 1924, a careful and comprehensive report was made regarding "the artistic 
development of t he Commonwealth's property at. Plymouth, involving a plan of 
safeguarding it" for future generations. 

The Commission enlisted the profess ional services of t hree landscape architects, 
who made a report to t his Commission. This report was accompanied by a map 
of t he proposed plan. The Commission feels t he great importance of taking steps 
to insure the proper preservation of this highly important historical reservation, 
and hopes that its suggest ion for t he providing of a special commission will be 
acted upon. 

P ORTRAl'l' OF P RESIDENT COOLIDGE. 

This paint ing was approved as a work of art, but t he location designated by a 
special act of t he General Court did not meet t he approval of the Art Commission. 

The Senate Chamber is an unusually beaut iful example of Colonial architecture 
and but two other States can show anything comparable, namely Virginia and 
Maryland . 

It is the opinion of t he Art Commission that t he room itself is a complete work 
of art and any addit ion of portraits or sculpture is a detraction from the dignity 
of t he architecture. 

The Commission trusts that t his action of the General Com t will not become a 
precedent for hanging canvases in this room and that t his portrait of a distinguished 
past Governor of the Commonwealth and of t he President of the Uni ted States 
\Yill, in t he near fu ture, be placed in a suitable location . 

P HOTOGRAPHS OF P AST P RESIDENTS OF T H E SENATE 

AND SPEAKERS OF 'l'HE HO USE. 

The photographs of t he past Presidents of t he Senate and Speakers of the House 
and especially t hose made many years ago were found to be fading rapidly, and in 
t ime would disappear or become so faint as to serve no purpose historically 

After careful investigation as to materials used in printing with special reference 
to the quality of paper, it was decided to have a II the early photographs and in 
fact all t he photographs not printed on suitable paper, re-photographed on the 
best imported platinum paper, which, so far as can be judged by experience, shows 
no alteration. 

This work has been completed, and t he old prints have been" carefully labelled 
and placed, together with the plates used in t he re-photographing, in special boxes, 
and deposited with t he Department of Archives, having been previously marked 
and numbered by Miss Burrill of t he Sergeant-at-Arms office. 
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P ORTRAITS OF GOVERNORS, COLONI AL AND P ROVINCI AL. 

In addit ion to the very fine portrait of Sir Henry Vane, which was presented 
to the Commonwealth by his descendant, Lord Barnard of Raby Castle, the 
ancestral home of the Vanes, and the Society of Colonial Wars of Massachusetts, 
the Commission has secured copies of portraits of Governor Thomas Pownal, 
Governor ' Villiam Shirley, Governor Sir Francis Bernard, Governor Edmund 
Andros, Governor Jonathan Belcher and Governor William Stoughton. 

The Commission has endeavored in the placing of these port rait s of past Gov
ernors to keep the period ones together, so that a certain harmony of type might 
be secured. An illustration of t his plan can be seen in the arrangement of the 
Senate Reception Room, which is now quite complete, and offers no further op
portunity for addit ional portraits. The office of the Governor also has been pro
vided for on the same plan, while the lobby of the Executive Depart ment has been 
reserved for the portraits of Governors of a later period. 

From t ime to t ime as condit ions call for it , a certain number of paintings are 
cleaned and varnished. This is an important matter too often neglected by those 
in charge of public collections. In these several details, the Commission has 
acted under the authority granted it by the General Court . In other words the 
Commission has the "care and custody of all paint ings and histori cal relics in the 
State House." The Commission interprets this authority to imply that no obj ect 
coming under the specified meaning of this Act of Legislature can be re-hung, 
removed, or re-arranged without permission having been asked and granted by the 
Commission. 

P ORTRAIT OF C HARLES SUMNER . 

A portrait of Charles Sumner, a gift to the Commonwealth by Hon. Charles 
Smn ner Smith, a member of t he Governor 's Council, was approved and has been 
placed in the Se11ate Reading Room. 

THE ADMIRAL T HOMAS O. SELFRIDGE , JR. , T ABLET . 

This tablet , a gift of the Admiral's SOI1 , George S. Selfridge, Esq., was approved 
and placed in Doric Hall. 

M EDAL OF V ALOR. 

By Act of t he General Court, a medal to be called the "Medal of Valor, " and 
similar in intent and purpose to the "Congressional Medal," but limited to service 
rendered while on duty within t he Commonwealth and under State authority, 
has been authorized . 

The modelling for t his medal was done by the sculptor, John F Paramino, and 
approved by the Commission, after it had been approved by t he Military Com
mission of which the Adjutant-General was the Chairman . 

104 'l'H M URAL P AIN'l' ING . 

The 104th Infantry A. E. F ., a typical Massachusetts Regiment. For distin
gui shed service the colors of t his regiment were decorated by the French Republic, 
it being the first American Regiment to be so honored by a foreign government. 

This outstanding event was considered worthy of commemoration, and the 
Legislature made the necessary appropriation and authorized the Governor t o 
appoint a Commission which should act jointly with the Art Commission. 

A competition has been held among thirteen ent rants, and after due and careful 
consideration and by vote of both Commissions Mr. Richard Andrew has been 
chosen to provide a mural depicting the scene of the decorating of the colors by 
General Passaga of t he French Army 

It is planned to have the mural completed by April 30, 1927 
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RESIGNA'rION OF MR. COBURN. 

The Commission regrets that our fellow member , Mr. Frederick W Coburn, 
has felt his other duties and obligations too pressing for him to continue as a 
member of the Commission. 

The Commission is happily constituted as to variance of profession and Mr. 
Coburn's standing as a crit ic and writer on matters relating to Art appealed strongly 
to Governor Coolidge who made the appointment in 1920. 

Mr. Coburn has acted as Secretary for the Commission ever since his appoint
ment. 

The constantly increasing questions relating to landscape architecture that come 
before the Commission would indicat.e that there should always be one member of 
the Commission of that profession. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES R. GRECO, Chairman, 
CYRUS E. DALLIN, 
HERMAN DUDLEY MURPHY, 
WALTER GILMAN PAGE 
Ar/. Commission for the Commonwealth. 
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