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The Massachusetts Art Commission respectfully submits the Annual Report for 
the year ending June 30, 1992. After budget cut-backs eliminated our programs 
for two years, the Art Commission was pleased to receive funding for fiscal 1992. 
Susan Greendyke Lachevre returned to her position as Art Collections Manager, and 
the Commission was able to reactivate its program to care for and conserve the 
State House art collection. We are proud to report on our activities over the 
past nine months. 

Portrait reinstallation, October-November 1992 

At the request of the administration, the collection of governors portraits 
collection was reinstalled in the corridors of the State House. Forty-one 
paintings were transported back to the State House from temporary storage at the 
State Archives by the U. S. Art fine arts transportation company. All 86 
governor's portraits were reorganized chronologically, and permanent exhibition 
space was designated for every painting in the collection. The new arrangement 
affords a more logical interpretation of the "Gallery of Governors," and reserves 
exhibition space for any portrait that might be removed temporarily from display. 

Art handler Michael Beatty replaced all outdated hardware, and a new method of 
installation on D-rings and floreat picture hooks was substituted for the old 
system of unsightly wires. In addition to improved appearance, the new 
installation system is also safer and more secure for the objects. 

Painting and Frame Conservation, December-June 1992 

Thirteen portraits slated to receive conservation treatment were withheld from 
the November installation. Scopes of Work were issued in December for both 
painting conservation and frame repair and restoration. Contracts were awarded 
to four painting conservators: the Harvard University Center for Conservation and 
Technical Studies, Lance Mayer/Gay Myers, Carmichael and Cederholm Associates, 
and Trefler & Sons. Two additional contracts were written to the Society for the 
Preservation of New England Antiauities, and the Frame Gallery for restoration of 
10 gilded frames. 

As required by the American Institute for Conservation, all treatments are 
reversible, and were documented by written report and before, during and after
treatment photographs. The paintings were reframed by the conservators, and 
installed in their designated locations by Michael Beatty in June. 
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Sculpture Conservation. March-June 1992 

The Art Commission began its program of treatment of the large collection of 
commemorative plaques in and around the State House. Previously only three 
plaques had received treatment. In March a Scope of Work was issued for the 
treatment of six exterior bronze plaques, five interior bronze and marble 
plaques, as well as two bronze busts. Daedalus. Inc .. and the Harvard University 
Center for Conservation and Technical Studies treated these objects during May 
and June. All treatments were documented by written report and photographs. 

Exterior Sculpture Maintenance. May-June 1992 

After a three-year hiatus, the Art Commission reinstated its program of 
maintenance on seven exterior bronze sculptures. Maintenance was conducted by 
Daedalus. ~ and the Harvard University Center for Conservation. 

Routine, preferably annual, maintenance of bronze statues is necessary in order 
to preserve the acrylic coating which protects the metal from a corrosive 
environment. Maintenance includes cleaning the statues, draining the weep holes, 
inspecting the coating for breaks or other damage, and applying fresh wax. The 
wax serves as the sacrificial surface to rain, snow, pollution, animals, etc., 
thereby preserving the acrylic coating beneath. 

Scheduled maintenance will prevent the recurrence of the corrosion process that 
originally pitted and disfigured the statues, and will also help to avert the 
need for expensive treatments in the future. The IQhn. F. Kennedy Memorial, 
installed in 1990, received its initial maintenance this year. If regularly and 
properly cared for in this manner, this statue should retain its original 
appearance for many years, and never require extensive treatment. 

State House Renovation Activities, May 1992 - present 

Building renovation activities began again in May 1992. After hanging only 6 
months, all 41 portraits in the east corridors were removed to storage to make 
way for the construction in Block A and the freight elevator in Block B. Some of 
these portraits will be reinstalled in temporary locations around the building so 
that they may remain on view during the construction. 

The Art Commission is also making plans to vacate its small vault in the Sub-sub
basement under the old museum in order that construction on the duct work in this 
area may proceed shortly. Several items will be stored temporarily at the State 
Archives. 

Other Art Commission Activities 

Photography 

The Art Commission receives many requests for photographs of objects in the 
collection. Often these requests come from researchers, writers and film makers 
who wish to reproduce and publish the photographs. As the Commission possesses 



very few publication-quality images, it is often unable to respond to these 
requests. In order to update our files and to have negatives available for 
reprints, Douglas Christian was contracted to professionally photograph 25 
portraits in both color and black and white formats. Most of portraits chosen 
have been recently cleaned, and are among the more important or frequently 
requested objects. 

New Acquisitions 

The Derne Street Plague was installed beside the entrance to the legislative 
parking garage April 30, 1992 as authorized by Acts of 1989, chapter 564. The 
plaque, designed by Rhode Island stonecutter John Hegnauer, recognizes William 
Eaton and the Battle of Derna, for which the street is named. 

The Lafayette Memorial Day Plague was presented to the State House on May 20, 
1992 by the Lafayette Memorial Day Committee. The plaque was unveiled by 
Monsieur Ie Comte Gilbert de Pusy Lafayette, descendant of the Marquis. It 
serves to recognize the contributions of the Marquis de Lafayette to the cause of 
the Revolution, and Franco-American relations. Cast by the Paul King Foundry, 
this plaque is installed in Doric Hall to the right of the John Hancock plaque 
under Acts 1992, chapter 31. 

We also wish to report that a plaque remembering the Victims of Violent Crime was 
installed in Spring 1991 on the front lawn near the Spanish Cannon. 

By-Laws/Comprehensive Collections Management Plan 

The Commission has begun drafting By-Laws for the Art Commission which will 
describe .policy and procedure on a number of subjects, including commission 
responsibilities, policy and operating procedures. 

A comprehensive Collections Management Plan is also being drafted. This plan 
will detail policy and procedure regarding the care and maintenance of the art 
collection. It will include sections on oversight and evaluation of the objects; 
bid and contract requirements for conservation work; consultation, conservation, 
maintenance procedures; registrar's functions; handling and installation policy 
and methods; storage; and other pertinent activities. 

The Collections Management Plan is an essential document not only for the present 
Commission, but more importantly for future commission members and administra
tions to whom the care of this collection will be entrusted. The collection will 
only be preserved if proper care and maintenance procedures are practiced. It is 
hoped that these guidelines will be consulted, upheld and updated as necessary 
whenever a question arises concerning the welfare of the art. 

New appointments to the Art Commission 

The Art Commission regretfully accepted the resignation of Dimitri Hadzi 
in September 1992. Mr. Hadzi's many commission's and other commitments as a 
internationally renowned sculptor did not allow time for continued work with us. 
The Chairman extended the appreciation of the entire Commission for his valuable 
and insightful contributions to our activities. 



Bonita A.. flQQ4 of Hudson was appointed by Governor William Weld in April 1991 
to fill the vacancy left by Robert Mussey the previous January. Mrs. Flood is 
Head of Scheduling for Lt. Governor Paul Cellucci, and has served on the Arts 
Lottery Council of Hudson. 

Katherine IL. Winter of Boston joined the Art Commission in February 1992, 
replacing Dimitri Hadzi. Mrs. Winter also serves on the boards of several arts 
institutions in Boston including the Bostonian Society and the Children's Museum. 

The Art Commission underwent several administrative changes this year: we were 
placed under the budgetary umbrella of the Bureau of State Office Buildings, and 
our office was relocated from 61-G to room 10. Both moves have resulted in a 
successful association with BSOB under State Superintendent David B. Balfour, Jr. 

The Art Commission, which meets monthly, is a dedicated team of individuals 
committed to the care and preservation of our historic State House collection. 
We look forward to another fulfilling year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Arlene E. Friedberg 
Chairman 
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OBJECTS TREATED FY'92 

PAINTINGS: 
Samuel Adams 
Oliver Ames 
Edmund Andros 
J ames Bowdoin 
John Q. Brackett 
John Brooks 
John Clifford 
Winthrop M Crane 
Joseph Dudley 
William Dummer 
Joseph B. Ely 
Edward Everett 
Levi Lincoln, Jr. 

SCULPTURE: interior 
Louis Brandeis (head) 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. (head) 

FRAMES: 
Samuel Adams 
Oliver Ames 
Edmund Andros 
James Bowdoin 
John Q. Brackett 
John Brooks 
John Clifford 
Winthrop M Crane 
Joseph Dudley 
William Dummer 
Joseph B. Ely 
Edward Everett 
Levi Lincoln, Jr. 

Congressional Medal of Honor: World War I (plaque) 
Congressional Medal of Honor: Spanish-American War (plaque) 
Curtis Guild Memorial (plaque) 
John A. Logan Memorial (plaque) 
Norman Prince (plaque) 

SCULPTURE: exterior plaques 
Hancock House marker 
John Winthrop on the ArbelIa 
Grand Army of the Republic 
Charles Duryea 
Beacon Hill Monument 
English High School 

EXTERIOR SCULPTURE MAINTENANCE 
Mary Dyer 
Joseph Hooker 
Anne Hutchinson, plus plaque 
Henry Cabot Lodge 
John F. Kennedy 
Horace Mann 
Daniel Webster 
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BEFORE TREATMENT AFTER TREATMENT 

Portrait of Joseph Dudley (Governor 1702 1715), painted by Lyle Durgin, 1901. 

Cleaned and conserved by Carmichael and Cederholm , Associates, West Townsend, MA 
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