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The members of the Massachusetts Art Commission respectfully submit their Annual Report for the 
year ending June 30, 2001. The Commission is charged under General Laws chapter 6, chapter 20 
with the care and custody of the State House Art Collection. As curators, the volunteer members and 
Art Collections Manager develop programs and direct policy and programming to ensure the safety 
and continued preservation of all paintings, sculptures, murals, artifacts, and other historic holdings 
of the State House. 

New acquisitions 

The Art Commission is responsible for approving designs and specifications for all new additions to 
the State House Art Collection, and for overseeing the safe and proper installation of these art works. 
The members have had an especially busy year working with sponsors of several memorials planned 
for the collection. 

The Commission was pleased to forward its recommendation of approval for the Landing Ship Tank 
Memorial to the Governor in April. Authorized under Acts of 2000, ch 187, the bronze plaque was 
dedicated by the Massachusetts Chapter of the national association on April 19, 2001. This memorial 
may be viewed in the Hooker entrance of the State House, and is catalogued as object number 
2001.1. 

A small bronze plaque honoring Richard Andrew, painter of two large wall murals at the State 
House, was installed on June 20. The plaque was placed by the Massachusetts College of Art in 
recognition of the alumna's achievements in memorializing both the 104th Infantry (1928) and the 
Sixth Massachusetts Regiment (1931). This plaque has been catalogued as object number 2001.2 

The Commission was pleased to submit final approval in June for a plaque honoring the founders of 
the Doric Dames, planned for installation in Doric Hall, fall 2001. 

Collections Carel Oversight 

State House Renovations 

The 30-month project to renovate all exterior elevations of the State House began in August, 2000, 
with the Beacon Hill facade. Concern was raised when the contractor failed to provide protective 
enclosures for several monuments on the front grounds prior to commencement of construction. 
Specifications for plexi-glass-fronted garages submitted by the contractor were forwarded to the 
conservator on contract with the Art Commission for review, and were approved. 
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Rebuilding of the Kennedy plaza necessitated the relocation of the John F. Kennedy Memorial statue 
and base to a temporary pad opposite the statue of Henry Cabot Lodge, on the west lawn, so that it 
might remain on view to the public during renovations. The Art Commission requested, reviewed, 
and approved the methodology proposed by the contractor to implement this move. It is expected 
that the monument will be replaced in its original location during the fall of 2001. 

After considerable delay, the contractor submitted plans and moved the Liberty Bell from the 
Bulfinch porch to art storage facilities in Boston in January. At the request of DCAM, the Art 
Commission obtained a replacement cost for insurance purposes from a local foundry. After 
discussion and a site visit with the contractor, it was agreed by the Art Commission not to have the 
bell treated until after it is returned tothe State House in the fall. Plans are being made to have the 
original steel braces refinished, and a new platform constructed to replace the railroad ties that 
currently support the installation. 

The Art Commission met with the consultant conservator advising the general contractor on 
monuments in April to review most recent condition reports and plans for the protection of the 
remaining plaques. The consultant, who was unaware of the Art Commission's responsibilities or 
previous programs to care for the monuments, was brought quickly up to date, and provided with 
conservation histories and record images for reference. 

By attending weekly advisory meetings, the Art Collections Manager has been able to monitor 
activities around the building, and advise tenants whenever construction activities warrant removal or 
relocation of artwork installed in their offices. However, due to the high levels of dust generated by 
the cleaning, sandblasting, and grinding of masonry joints, and despite construction barriers erected 
at every opening, it has been nearly impossible for staff to stay ahead of dust infiltration. Large 
amounts of dust settle quickly on sculptures, and the Art Collections Manager has asked the 
Superintendent's cleaning services to dust interior monuments whenever possible. 

Exterior Sculpture - maintenance 

Due to the inaccessibility of many of the monuments and plaques, as well as planned reinstallation of 
several more which have been temporarily removed from their installation sites, scheduled annual 
maintenance of all exterior bronzes was deferred from May until fall 2001. Maintenance will be more 
effective when conducted after most of the construction activities on the Beacon Street facade of the 
State House are completed. Exercising the option to renew the current contract, which expired June 
2001, the Art Commission asked conservators from Daedalus, Inc., Cambridge, to submit revised 
estimates for two additional years of treatment and maintenance of seven exterior bronze statues and 
eight bronze plaques. 

Frequent, preferably annual, maintenance of these sculptures is required to clean surface build-up, 
and to maintain the acrylic coating which protects the underlying metal from repeat corrosion. 
Some objects, such as the John F. Kennedy statue, and the Liberty Elm Tree and Kennedy statue 
donor plaques, have been maintained on a regular basis since their installation at the State House and 
are preserved in nearly original condition. 
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Freedom Trail Tapestry 

After a long absence, the Freedom Trail Tapestry, formerly installed in the Senate Lobby, is back on 
public view. The five-foot-high by twelve-foot-Iong needlepoint was stitched in 1976 by members of 
the Massachusetts Needlepoint Guild, and is on permanent loan to the State House. It is composed 

. of eleven small panels illustrating sites along the historic Freedom Trail, mounted on a larger frame 
stitched with symbols of Boston and the Commonwealth. • 

Lobby renovations necessitated removal of the tapestry, and at the request of the Senate President, 
the Art Commission worked with the Guild to locate a suitable site for relocation so that it may 
remain on view. However, after more than twenty years of continuous display, the needlepoint was 
found to be in need of professional conservation treatment to remove grime build-up, and to repair 
numerous areas where the canvases were weakened and fraying. Conservators at the Textile 
Conservation Center in Lowell, Massachusetts, cleaned and restretched all panels, and mounted the 
entire object on a new frame with an integrated plexi-glass bonnet. The needlepoint, and its 
accompanying bronze plaque listing the original stitchers, was installed on the third floor, outside the 
entrance to the State Library, on March 21. 

The Art Commission thanks both the National and the Massachusetts Chapters of the American 
Needlepoint Guild for their funding of the long and costly treatment, the Senate President for 
funding of the protective frame and bonnet, the Metropolitan District Commission for providing 
transportation of the large heavy object to and from the conservation laboratory, and the Bureau of 
State Office Buildings and the Community Crew for their assistance with installation. 

Storage Vault 

Despite modifications to control environmental conditions, present air handling systems have been 
unable to maintain steady relative humidity levels in the subterranean storage vaults. The sub-sub
basement flag/art collection vault is subject to dramatic seasonal fluctuations, suffering from dryness 
in the winter, and soaring relative humidity during the summer months. Supplemental air handling 
equipment is still required during the late summer in particular to reduce moisture in the air and 
prevent mold growth on its irreplaceable contents. 

The Art Collections Manager, along with representatives of the State Library and the Super
intendent's Office, has been meeting with engineers from the Department of Capital Asset 
Management and their contractors to discuss improvements in the HVAC and fire protection 
systems in the vaults and library stacks. Specifications were prepared by McRitchie Engineering, 
based on a report of recommendations submitted by Einhorn, Yaffee, Prescott Inc. in 1999, and the 
contract posted in May. 
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Collections Care - General 

Loans 

At the request of several State House tenants, the Art Commission secured and facilitated loans of 
art from local institutions. Of particular interest was the Commission's success in filling a long
standing request from Governor Paul Cellucci to display a portrait of a prominent woman in his 
office. Embarking on such a project, the Commission soon realized that the State House is not alone 
in its lack of portraits of women in the collection. Even in museum-rich Boston, portraits of woman, 
notable for their own accomplishments, proved to be scarce; those that were located are so valued by 
their owner- institutions that they are not available for loan. After two years of searching, the 
Commission secured an original portrait of Mary Lyon, women's educator and founder of Mount 
Holyoke College. The portrait, which was painted from life by Joseph Goodhue Chandler in 1844, 
was generously loaned to the Governor while the Mount Holyoke College Museum undergoes 
renovations. Governor Cellucci personally thanked the president and trustees of the College for the 
loan at a reception in his office in January. 

On behalf of the Commonwealth, we also extend our appreciation to the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston, and The Bostonian Society for their continued generosity in both the extension of current 
loans, and for the approval of several new loans. It is our pleasure to showcase objects of local and 
historical interest from other state collections. 

In conjunction with the celebration of the" town's 350th birthday, the Art Commission also facilitated 
the loan of the State House portrait of Henry Wilson to the Morse Institute Library in Natick, 
Massachusetts. Wilson, Senate President, United States Senator, and Vice-President, was a native of 
New Hampshire but moved to Natick as a young man. His home, which he maintained throughout 
his career, still stands. The loan, which was approved by the Senate President, runs from June until 
October, 2001. 

The Art Commission also helps to ensure the protection of art works, both on loan and from the 
permanent collection, by frequently overseeing their handling, rotation, storage, and reinstallation 
during transition periods, office renovation, and during construction and building upkeep throughout 
the year. The Art Collections Manager also conducts periodic inspection of objects for the purposes 
of condition reporting to loan institutions, matting and framing of office art, as well as dusting, 
replacement of name plaques, and other general collections care duties. 

Public Assistance 

The Art Collections Manager participated in planning sessions for several programs developed in 
conjunction with the renovation project, including 

- the first decorative scrim (facade, installed December): idea development, and providing 
images to designers 
- the exhibit: "Mapping Boston II: the Drama of a City Transformed" (Doric Hall, opened 
January): planning, installation 
- the historical story board, (front gates, December): providing research and images to the 
designers 
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Art and flag collections 

Public awareness and appreciation for the scope and historic importance of the art and flag 
collections continues to be demonstrated through the growing number of inguiries addressed by this 
part-time office. The Art Commission's public assistance programs remain strong as it is contacted 
by patrons both locally and from around the country for research and images for a wide variety of 
research, publication, scholarly, and personal purposes. Of particular note is the freguency with 
which producers draw on the collections for historical and educational documentaries, as well as the 
volume of.personal research conducted by descendants of Civil War soldiers. 

The Art Commission replied to 85 inguiries regarding the Art Collection and related topics, supplied 
76 images for publication, and responded to 55 research inguiries. 

The Art Commission office replied to 47 inguiries about the historic flag collection, supplying 19 
images for publication and exhibit use, and an 124 additional laser scans for research and reference 
purposes. Thirty-six additional research inguiries regarding the collection were addressed. 

To meet the growing demand for images from both collections, and in response to changes in 
duplication and printing technology, the Art Commission purchased several pieces of eguipment, 
including a high-guality scanner, that will aid in generating images for e-mail, reproduction, and 
archival purposes. 

The Art Commission office is located in the Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Room (room 27) 
allowing this area to remain open and available to visitors interested in viewing the Civil War and 
Grand Army collections. This year, the Art Commission was contacted by eight patrons for 
information and research purposes, and received several more drop-in visitors. 

Finally, with the approval of the State Superintendent, the Art Collections Manager arranged for the 
long-awaited reprint of the Civil War Flag poster. Originally printed in 1990, and out of print for 
several years, the handsome black poster illustrating 14 flags from the collection, is sure to be a best
seller once again. 

Art Commission Board and Staff 

The members of the Art Commission note with great sadness the passing of Arlene E. Friedberg, 
member of the Art Commission since 1982, and Chairman from 1982 until 1996, on March 7,2001. 

Dun·ng her nineteen years on the board Arlene gave thousands of hours in a volunteer capaciry, revitalizing the inactive 
commission, and instituting a comprehensive program for the care and conservation of the State House Art Collection. 
Her tireless efforts on behalf of the Commonwealth 1 art and artifact collections went far bryond mere fu!fillment of 
responsibilities. She assumed a personal commitment, undauntedlY appIYingfor our first annual appropriation, 
lobf?ying annuallY for operating budgets, hiring the first staff, takingformal inventory, publishing the collection through 
catalogue and film, setting new standards for proposed acquisitions, and establishing tvnservation and preservation 
programs, according to established museum practices, to ensure that the collettion would ever be available for the people 
of the Commonwealth and for the ma'!)' visitors to the State House. Her mncern, dedication, and sincere devotion over 
the years were inspiring to all of us. Through our long association, and f?y her very nature, Arlene was not onlY a 
director and colleague, but also a true friend 
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The Chairman also accepted the resignation of Bonita A. Flood, member of the Commission since 
1991, who chose not to seek reappointment upon expiration of her term in September. Through her 
staff position with the Lt. Governor, and later as Program Manager with the Massachusetts Film 
Office, Mrs. Flood brought specialized insight and expertise to the Commission. The members wish 
her well. 

The Chairman welcomed Lisa Jeane Betty, of Boston, to the Commission in June. Appointed for a 
full five-year term, Ms. Betty replaces Bonnie Flood. 

Finally, Susan Greendyke Lachevre continues to serve as Art Collections Manager, having completed 
her seventeenth annual contract. As the Commission's only staff member, Susan wears the uniform 
of several museum employees, serving alternately as curator, registrar, research assistant, archivist, 
secretary, contract manager, field engineer, and security guard. Her three days per week remain 
predictably unpredictable; her hard hat and cotton gloves are always at the ready. 

The Commission members and I thank the Governor and the Legislature for their support of the 
Commission and its programs. It is a pleasure to know that with their assistance, the Commission 
may, with limited resources, continue to implement the many programs necessary for the proper care 
of the Commonwealth's valuable collections. We also wish to acknowledge Superintendent Dennis 
R. Smith and his staff for their cooperation and assistance throughout the year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

0--~ 
Peter L. Walsh 
Chairman 
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