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Division of Metropolitan Planning
20 Somerset Street, Boston, November 30, 1933

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court Assembled:

This Division herewith respectfully submits its annual report for the year ending
November 30, 1933.

Many projects that have been underway have been completed and others of
great merit are now under way, their construction having been expedited by the
direct grant of six and one-half million dollars received from the Federal Govern-
ment, authorized and made available by the National Industrial Recovery Act
which was passed in June of this year.

The projects that have been completed and those that are underway include the
following:

1. Worcester Turnpike continuation to Sumner St., Brookline, including an
overpass over the Hammond Pond Parkway.

2. Hammond Pond Parkway from Boylston Street to Beacon Street, Newton.

3. Veterans of Foreign Wars Parkway, Boston from Centre Street to connect
with the Brook Farm Parkway at its intersection with the West Roxbury Parkway.
A large and attractive traffic circle has also been completed at the intersection of

the three parkways.

4. Mystic Valley Parkway Extension from Mystic Avenue easterly to the
Fellsway at its intersection with the Revere Beach Parkway, Medford. This is

under construction and work on the drawbridge will begin shortly.

5. Pauls Bridge, crossing the Neponset River at the Milton-Hyde Park line,

has been widened and reconstructed and this part of the Neponset River Parkway
much improved.

6. Soldiers Field Road Extension from Western Avenue to North Beacon
Street continues the parkway system along the Charles River to a point near
Nonantum Road. This parkway was opened in July and is already carrying a
heavy east and west-abound pleasure traffic.

7. The Roosevelt Circle at the intersection of Forest Street and Fellsway
West, Medford is an attractive and efficient aid to traffic movement.

8. Northern Outlet—This highway leading northerly from Day Square in

East Boston is under construction and some portions have been completed. Event-
ually it is intended to extend this highway to the Salem Turnpike and the Newbury-
port Turnpike to expedite traffic to and from the East Boston Tunnel.

9. The East Boston Tunnel is rapidly nearing completion (paving completed

May 4, 1933) and should be opened for traffic during the first half of 1934.

10. Boston Tunnel connections—The widening of North Street, Cross Street

and Haymarket Square are progressing rapidly. Paving will start early in 1934

so that access to the vehicular tunnel on the Boston side will be much improved
in readiness for the tunnel's opening.

11. Charles River Basin Improvement—This improvement is nearly finished.

The work along the Boston shore will be completed about June 1934.
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12. Blue Hill River Road has been widened and resurfaced from Hillside to

Randolph Avenue and is greatly improved. Other improvements in the Blue Hill

Reservation have been accomplished by the aid of the C. C. C. and the C. W. A.

forces.

13. The Cambridge-Concord Highway which will be the gateway to the Mo-
hawk Trail is underway from the Alewife Brook Parkway to Pleasant Street,

Belmont, and the contract for the second section from Belmont through Lexington

and Lincoln to the Concord line should be let in the near future.

14. Point of Pines Bridge.—Preliminary work has been started.

15. Weymouth-Fore River Bridge.—Work is underway and a temporary

bridge utilizing the old draw span will be opened in February, 1934.

The recommendations of this Division for highway and parkway projects have
been listed in House Bills 112, 113, and 114 of tins year. These recommendations
include:

—

1. The completion of a state highway from Day Square in East Boston north-

erly to suitable connections with the North Shore Road, Broadway, Revere and
the Newburyport Turnpike in Saugus.

2. Completion of the new gateway to the Mohawk Trail through Arlington,

Belmont, Lexington and Lincoln to the Concord line. This was authorized by
chapter 302 of the Acts of 1932.

3. Completion of the Worcester Turnpike through Brookline including an
overpass at the intersection of Huntington Avenue and the Riverway.

4. Continuation of the Circumferential Route northerly and easterly from
its present terminus at the Worcester Turnpike in Wellesley.

5. Extension of the American Legion Highway to the intersection of Washing-
ton Street and the West Roxbury Parkway.

6. Gerry's Landing Bridge and connecting parkways.

7. New highway to Lowell.

8. Quincy-Milton highway.

9. Watertown-Waltham route along the Charles River.

10. Stoneham-Wakefield-Reading cut-off.

The final report of the Special Commission on Zoning and Planning of which
Senator Hollis was the Chairman was published in January as House Bill 1240.

This was a masterly and comprehensive report and it was expected that its recom-
mendations for a State Planning Board might be realized, but the banking crisis

and the closing of all the banks called for emergency legislation the urgency of

which crowded all other legislative matters into the background. It is hoped that
the need of a State Planning Board will be realized and such a board created in the
near future.

The passing of the National Industrial Recovery Act on June 16, 1933, called

for special legislation to enable the Commonwealth on one hand and the cities and
towns on the other to secure the benefits provided by the N. I. R. A., and these

acts are found as chapter 365 and 366.

Chapter 49 is an act establishing an Emergency Finance Board.

Chapter 344 is an act covering the receipt and disposition of the Federal funds
under the Relief Act of 1933.

Chapter 364 establishes the State Housing Board.

Chapter 192 is an act to relieve cities and towns in the Metropolitan District of

the cost of maintenance of boulevards.

Chapter 215 provides for a topographical survey of the Commonwealth.



Chapter 370 transfers $8,028,320 of the gasoline tax from the Highway Fund
to the General Fund.

Chapter 16 of the resolves provides for an investigation bjr the Department of
Public Works of the Milton-Quincy highway.

Chapter 46 of the resolves provides for an investigation by the Division of Met-
ropolitan Planning and the Boston Transit Department of the
removal of the Washington Street Elevated structure.

With the passing of the acts enabling the Commonwealth and the cities and towns
to benefit under the provisions of the National Industrial Recovery Act, came the
appointments of the following Boards, Commissions and personnel:

Emergency Public Works Commission

State Advisory Public Works Board

A State Engineer for Public Works
A Regional Advisor for New England

At this time the Emergency Finance Board was given broader powers.
It was fortunate that this Division was ready with a comprehensive plan for

highways and parkways for the district, for thus much time was saved that would
have been wasted otherwise searching for plans and projects of real desirability

in order to put men to work expeditiously, which was the object desired.

With the establishment of the C. W. A., this Division was also ready with a
list of suitable and most desirable projects.

It was the opinion of the Board of the Metropolitan Planning Division that,

in view of Massachusetts' very substantial contributions to the cost of the Federal
Government, there was ample justification for Massachusetts' applying for its

share of the money to be alloted and a list of sixteen projects with a total estimated

cost for construction of $7,275,000 was approved for submission to the Emergency
Public Works Board.

This Division was called upon to furnish various maps and statistical data to

many departments, both legislative and other committees, and commissions,
and there are few, if any, departments which have failed to apply for various

services of this kind. This service has also been available to various cities and towns
in the District.

Studies made by the Division during the year 1933 include the following:

—

Rapid Transit Extensions

(a) Further studies of the Huntington Avenue route.

(6) Further investigation of routes to Somerville and Arlington.

(c) A new series of studies of East Boston rapid transit extensions.

1.—Via Orleans Street to Day Square.

2.—Via Porter Street, the airport and Wood Island Park.

(d) Elevated Structure removal, Washington Street, Boston—chapter 46,

Resolves of 1933.

Highways, Streets and Parkways

(a) Outer circumferential route

(6) Inner circumferential route.

(c) Northern Outlet—northerly from East Boston.

(d) Miscellaneous plans for the facilitation of traffic in the city of Bosto.. to

and from the tunnel.

(e) Hammond Pond Parkway Extension—various routes being studied and
considered.

(/) Various studies of traffic circles and grade separations within the Metro-

politan District, with the idea of increasing the efficiency of existing routes and

eliminating dangerous conditions where accidents have been frequent.



The following Table is of particular interest at this time, as it shows the effect

of the depression on motor vehicle registrations, the cessation of automobile re-

placement, the loss in value of motor vehicles in service in the state; but opposed
to these effects of the depression stands out the fact that gasoline consumption
and the accompanying revenue from the gasoline tax shows very little decrease.

The gasoline tax is the one source of revenue practically unaffected by the de-

pression.

In 1932 the Legislature appropriated five million dollars from the Highway
Fund to be paid to the cities and towns for highway purposes. In 1933, chapter 370
transferred eight million dollars of the gasoline tax from the Highway Fund to the

General Fund. In 1934, it may be ten millions or more. It is hoped that with the

return of prosperity the funds available from the gasoline tax may again be de-

voted to highway uses.

Table I.

—

Motor Vehicle Statistics—Massachusetts

Total Automo- Taxed value Average Total tax-

tive vehicle of car Excise able gal- Gasoline*
registration vehicles value tax lons gas tax

1929 1,025,072 $389,777,027 $389.75 $10,363,325 459,781,366 $9,195,627
1930 1,013,118 352,760,905 354 . 20 8,534,837 528,740,317 10,574,806
1931 1,010,526 304,113,291 308 . 14 7,611,555 565,717,117 15,067,888
1932 924,095 240,317,775 267.75 6,183,706 561,905,051 16,857,151
1933 932,041 212,093,824 235.61 5,287,438 557,013,876 16,710,416

Tax rate—2c. to May 1931; 3c. since.

Table II shows the monthly consumption of gasoline both in gallons and as a
percentage of the total for the calendar years 1929 to 1933, the time during which
the gasoline tax has been in operation. Table No. 1 gives the figures for the fiscal

year ending November 30.

Table II.

—

Monthly Gasoline Consumption

1929 193C 1931 1932 1933
Million Million Million Million Million
Gallons % Gallons % Gallons % Gallons % Gallons %

Jan. 26.2 5.30 30.3 5.66 33.0 5.82 35.6 6.35 33.5 6.01
Feb. 26.4 5.33 29.9 5.58 29.8 5.26 33.4 5.97 32.7 5.88
Mar. 32.3 6.51 36.2 6.76 37.4 6.60 39.9 7.13 37.5 6.74
Apr. 37.9 7.65 45.2 8.45 47.4 8.37 45.0 8.05 41.0 7.36
May 46.3 9.37 47.9 8.95 49.4 8.72 50.2 8.96 51.6 9.27
June 48.4 9.79 51.4 9.61 53.0 9.36 53.3 9.52 55.6 9.99
July . 53.0 10.73 55.1 10.30 59.0 10.41 53.6 9.57 55.2 9.91
Aug. 54.8 11.07 55.7 10.32 60.1 10.60 58.2 10.40 58.4 10.50
Sep. 46.4 9.39 50.4 9.41 53.6 9.46 51.2 9.15 51.9 9.32
Oct. 47.1 9.53 48.0 8.97 53.1 9.37 50.8 9.08 51.6 9.27
Nov. 40.8 8.23 43.4 8.21 46.4 8.20 45.5 8.12 45.4 8.14
Dec. 34.6 7.10 41.6 7.78 44.4 7.83 43.1 7.70 42.4 7.61

Totals 494.2 100.00 535.1 100.00 566.6 100.00 559.8 100.00 556.8 100.00

Table No. 3 indicates the rapidity with which the automobile has entered the
lives of the people. Almost unknown in 1904 with only about one vehicle per 1,000
people, it has increased in thirty years to over a million vehicles, or one for ap-
proximately every four of the population. The period following the war shows a
fairly uniform increase with about 100,000 vehicles additional for every two years.



*1904

1905
1908
1914
1915
1918
1920
1922
1924
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931

1932
1933

Table III.

—

Automobile Registration.

Commonwealth Metropolitan
of Massachusetts District

3,743

5,442

19,988

85,407
112,153

206,359

319,774
461,513

683,093
838,111

828,795 329,183
892,501 382,028

1,025,072 427,645
1,013,118 418,006
1,010,526 414,315!

924,095 378,8801

932,041 382,1401

*This is the first reference to the automobile in the State Highway Commission Reports.
Approximate figures for the Metropolitan District (43 cities and towns).

The above figures include pleasure vehicles, commercial vehicles, buses and
motor cycles.

This Division has realized for some years the need for economy. It has kept its

expenditures down to a minimum and by strict economy and careful management
has carried on for the current fiscal year with expenditures totalling only $17,334.91.

Respectfully submitted,

DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING
Charles R. Gow, Chairman Richard K. Hale
Frederick H. Fay Everett E. Stone

Wilson Marsh William F. Rogers
Arthur B. Corbett

Henry I. Harriman, Director






