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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in the General Court

Assembled:

The Division of Metropolitan Planning herewith respectfully submits its

annual report for the year ending November 30, 1936:

Special Reports

In accordance with Resolves passed by the General Court in 1936, this

Division has been engaged this year in the investigation and preparation

of reports of the following subjects having to do with proposed rapid transit

extensions or improvements in the district:

1. Chapter 12 relative to the advisability of extending the rapid transit

system from Sullivan Square in Boston to Medford Square, Medford.

2. Chapter 20 relative to the advisability of extending the rapid transit

system from Everett Station in the City of Everett to Maiden Square in

the City of Maiden.

3. Chapter 21 relative to the advisability of extending the rapid transit

system in the City of Boston through the Roxbury Crossing and Jamaica
Plain districts to the Forest Hills district of said city.

4. Chapter 29 relative to the extension of rapid transit facilities in the

East Boston district of the City of Boston.

These reports will be filed the first of December in accordance with the

requirements of the respective resolves.

Rapid Transit

Some years ago, this Division studied and has ever since recommended and
urged the construction of a subway extension from the Boylston Street

subway, at or near Exeter Street, via Exeter Street to Huntington Avenue,
thence westerly along Huntington Avenue.

Federal funds to the amount of $1,175,000 have been earmarked for this

project leaving Boston to appropriate only $500,000 to complete it as far as

Mechanics Building. The public have apparently not been aroused to the

extent to which conditions in Boylston Street and Huntington Avenue
would be relieved and improved by the removal from those thoroughfares of 800
trolley cars each 24 hours, or a peak hourly load of more than a car per
minute.

When one contemplates the obstruction to traffic offered by a modern
trolley car with its stops and starts and the area of highway utilized, the
removal of all these street-cars would have the same effect on traffic as would
the diversion to some other route of many thousands of motor vehicles.

Many cities of size camparable to Boston pay the whole cost, without federal
assistance, to accomplish such an improvement in the conditions in an area
the size of the Back Bay district. Boylston Street would be transformed
from a narrow, congested way to a wide, efficient thoroughfare. Further-
more, this extension of subway service, with the removal from the surface
of these trolley cars, would not only benefit the motoring public. The elevated
car riders, especially those during the peak hours, would gain by the in-

creased speed of travel as the running time would be reduced to about one-
third of its present figure. There would also be a saving in cost of operation
of between $20,000 and $30,000 a year. In view of these savings in time and



money to the automobilist, the car rider and the Boston Elevated, this

Division hopes that this extension may be authorized and constructed in 1937.

Highway Projects Authorized in 1936

The General Court authorized only one new project in the Metropolitan
District for construction. That was Chapter 377 for the construction of the

bridge over the Mystic River between Arlington and Medford.

Chapter 71 of the Resolves of 1936 calls for a report by the Department of

Public Works giving recommended plans and specifications for the widening
and reconstruction of the so-called Middlesex Turnpike from Arlington to

Chelmsford.

Recommendations For 1937

This Division is filing a report in December with recommendations for

projects most urgently needed. We realize the need for economy and careful

expenditure. We are also aware that the use of the motor vehicle and its speed

of operation are both increasing and efforts must be made to provide for these

trends so that our transportation system may continue to function without
sacrificing safety and efficiency.

The highway projects are as follows

:

1. A bridge across the Charles River at or near Gerry's Landing.

2. A section of the Circumferential Route westerly from the Newbury-
port Turnpike to Reading.

3. The Milton-Quincy Highway from Reedsdale Road and Randolph
Avenue in Milton to Washington Street, near the new Fore River Bridge, in

Quincy.

4. The Watertown-Newton-Waltham By-pass.

5. Widening and resurfacing Willard Street, Quincy.

The parkway projects are:
1. A traffic circle at Park Drive, Riverway and Brookline Avenue; double-

barrelling the Jamaicaway from the Huntington Avenue overpass southerly
to Prince Street; and a traffic circle at Forest Hills—all in the City of Boston.

2. A grade separation or by-pass of the Revere Beach Parkway at its

intersection with Main Street and Broadway in Everett.

Legislation In 1936

Chapter 431—An Act transferring $3,650,000 from the Highway to the
General Fund.

Chapter 398—An Act further extending the time during which there shall be
collected an additional excise tax on sales of gasoline to April 30, 1939.

Owing to the severe floods in March, 1936, and the serious damage to
property, highways and bridges, large sums were appropriated from the
Highway Fund by several acts for the relief of the stricken communities in
the flood areas; for the repair, construction and reconstruction of permanent
bridges; for the construction of temporary bridges; and for the reconstruction
of damaged highways.

Status Of Highways And Parkways In The Metropolitan District

Completed Or Under Construction

1. Mystic Valley Parkway extension in Medford was opened from Mystic
Avenue to the Fellsway to two-way traffic August 1. 1936.



2. The Wellington Bridge over the Mystic River was also opened to two-
way traffic August 1, 1936.

3. The Fore River Bridge was opened to traffic May 23, 1936.

4. The Neponset Circle in Dorchester, at the intersection of Gallivan

Boulevard, Old Colony Parkway and Neponset Avenue, was completed De-
cember 10, 1935.

5. The grade separation at Beaver Brook in Waltham, carrying Main
Street over the Fitchburg Division of the Boston & Maine Railroad will be

opened to traffic in December, 1936.

6. The grade separation at Weymouth was accepted August 17, 1936.

7. The grade separation carrying Water Street over the Old Colony
Railroad at Quincy Adams, Quincy, will be opened for traffic December 5, 1936.

8. The overpass carrying the Riverway and Jamaicaway over Huntington
Avenue at the Boston-Brookline line was opened to one-way traffic August 23,

1936. Owing to partial subsidence of the fill, the official opening and dedication

set for August 30th had to be postponed but the overpass continues to be used
to great advantage in spite of the delayed completion.

9. The widening and reconstruction of Beacon Street, Newton, has been
completed and Beacon Street is now in good condition from the Boston line

westerly to its intersection with Washington Street, near Newton Lower
Falls.

Note. All of Beacon Street (Route #16) is now in good condition with the
exception of that portion in Boston circling the reservoir from Cleveland
Circle westerly to the Newton line. This is an old two-lane concrete pavement,
laid in 1916. It is in very bad condition requiring constant patching. The
bituminous shoulders are also in bad shape and a new pavement forty feet

wide should be built as a matter of safety and economy.

10. The traffic circle at the Cambridge end of the Charles River Dam,
which was expected to be constructed with the aid of federal funds, has been
given up for the present.

11. The traffic circle at the Cambridge end of the Cottage Farm Bridge
which was to have been constructed this year has also been delayed in

construction.

12. A portion of the northerly circumferential route between the New-
buryport Turnpike and Andover Street in Peabody is under construction by
the Department of Public Works.

13. The new cut-off from Squires Road, Revere, to the Newburyport
Turnpike at Fenton Street in Saugus is under construction by the Department
of Public Works.

Other Studies

Many route and traffic studies in various cities and towns in the District

have been made this year by this Division. Some of these studies have been
initiated by us because of particular need for changes or improvement due to

traffic congestion. Other studies have been made at the request of variou.3

municipalities. Among these studies are the following:

1. The Concord highway extension toward Boston.

2. The Hillside Street widening, Milton.

3. The Coolidge Avenue widening and paving, Watertown.
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4. The Middlesex Turnpike northerly from Arlington.

5. The Canton-Braintree route.

6. Various intersections and traffic circles.

7. The Charles River Basin roadways.

During the year, the Division wrote to all the Planning Boards in the

District to keep informed of their problems and to offer its cooperation.

A study was made of the bus traffic and bus traffic routes covering the

activities of both local and interstate bus companies and also the movements
of buses of the Boston Elevated Railway Company.

Considerable study has been given to the Boston traffic and parking
problems as this Division was asked to cooperate with the Boston Chamber of

Commerce, the Boston City Planning Board, the Boston Real Estate Exchange,
the Boston Police, Park and Traffic Departments, and other civic organiza-

tions, in the consideration and solution of these difficulties.

Change In Personnel

Mr. Richard D. Grant was appointed to the Board this year in June to suc-

ceed Mr. Abraham C. Webber, resigned, as the member from the Department
of Public Utilities.

Stastistics

The total number of motor vehicle registrations for 1936 in the Common-
wealth surpassed the previous peak of 1929 and the figures are as follows:

Pleasure vehicles 910,196
Commercial vehicles 118,477
Buses 4,814

Motorcycles 1,316

1,034,803

Trailers 10,405

1,045,208.

The total number of drivers' licenses issued was 1,128,516, which is also

a new record high.

The number of taxable gallons of gasoline consumed each month and the
percentage of monthly consumption together with the corresponding receipts

from the three-cent gasoline tax are given in the following table:

Gasoline Consumption, Etc., 1936

Gallons % Tax Receipts
January 40,754,678 6.23 $1,222,640.36
February 36,732,084 5.61 1,101,962.52
March 43,146,314 6.59 1,294,389.4!
April 50,894,857 7.78 1,526,845.73
May 59,165,975 9.04 1,774,979.24
June 61,140,945 9.34 1,834,228.37
July 67,320,559 10.30 2,019,616.79
August 65,692,372 10.05 1,970,771.16
September 60,869,298 9.30 1,826,078.96
October 60,600,832 9.26 1,818,024.95
November 53,918,496 8.24 1,617,554.87
December 54,072,453 8.26 1,622,173.60

Total 654,308,863 100.00 $19,629,2G5.9r.
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These figures indicate how the use of the motor vehicle is increasing.

Financial Statement

Appropriations And Expenditures For The Fiscal Year Ending
November 30, 1936

Appropriations $19,340.00

Expenditures 19,049.20

Balance $ 290.80

Respectfully submitted,

Division Of Metropolitan Planning:
By

Frederic H. Fay, Vice Chairman

and Acting Chairman

Wilson Marsh
Richard K. Hale
Richard D. Grant
William F. Rogers

John F. McDonald
Henry I. Harriman, Director






