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An Act to provide for the maintenance of a labora-
(jfi^j) 220

TORY FOR THE USE OF THE DETECTIVE DEPARTMENT OF

THE DISTRICT POLICE.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

From and after the first day of December, nineteen hundred us^J'Cnhe^
^°'^

and fourteen, there mav be expended annually from the fji^tective
' •- 111 i-' i>i department of

treasury of the commonwealth, under the direction of the the district

chief of the district police, a sum not exceeding five hundred
dollars for the maintenance of a laboratory for the use of

the detective department of the district police in the en-

forcement of the laws relative to explosives and inflammable

fluids and compounds. Approved May 3, 1915.

An Act to provide for the construction of certain ChaiJ.221
HIGHWAYS IN THE FIVE WESTERN COUNTIES OF THE
COMMON^^EALTH.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The Massachusetts highway commission is Certain high-

hereby authorized and directed to lay out, construct and coMtmc^ed.

complete during the years nineteen hundred and fifteen,
^^'''

nineteen hundred and sixteen, nineteen hundred and seven-

teen and nineteen hundred and eighteen, certain highwaj^s

situated in the five western counties of the commonwealth
and described as follows:—

No. 1. — From Great Barrington, south through Sheffield,

and that part thereof known as Ashley Falls, to the Con-
necticut state line.

No. 2. — From Pittsfield to Northampton through the

towns of Hinsdale, Windsor, Cummington and Goshen.
No. 3. — From the village of New Boston in the town

of Sandisfield, northerly, up the Farmington valley through
the towns of Otis and West Becket, to connect with the

main highw^ay running east and west, known as Jacob's

Ladder road.

No. 4- — From Bonny Rigg Four Corners in the town
of Becket, through the town of Washington, to the present

state highway in the town of Hinsdale.

No. 5. — From the main highway in Huntington,
northerly through Worthington to Cummington, to con-
nect with the highway between Dalton and Northampton,
now in process of construction.
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No. 6. — From Hinsdale, easterly through Peru to

Worthington, to connect with the last described road from

Huntington to Cummington.
No. 7. — From Plainfield to Cummington, to connect

with the highway between Pittsfield and Northampton
now in process of construction.

No. 8. — From Belchertown, through Enfield and Ware,

to Palmer via the state hatchery, to connect witli the main
highway between Boston and Springfield.

No. 9. — From Granville Corners, through Southwick

to Feeding Hills in the town of Agawam.
No. 10. — From South Deerfield at a point near the state

highway leading from Northampton to Greenfield, through

Conway, to Aslifield, thence through Spruce Corners to

Lithia in the town of Goshen, to connect with the highway

between Pittsfield and Northampton now in process of con-

struction.

No. 11. —-From Nortlifield through Gill to Turners

Falls, to connect with the main highway between Boston

and North Adams.
No. 12. — From Athol to Worcester, through Petersham,

Barre, Oakham and Rutland, connecting the main highway

running westerly from Boston through Athol to North

Adams with the main highw^ay running westerly from

Boston to Springfield through the city of Worcester.

No. 13. — From Worcester to jMilford through Grafton

and Upton, to connect with the main highway leading to the

Cape.

No. 14- — From Warwick to Orange, to connect with

the main highway from Boston to North Adams.
No. 15. — From Blandford to Woronoco in Russell, to

connect with the main highway from Springfield to Pitts-

field.

No. 16. — From the state highway in Wales, southerly

to the Connecticut line.

No. 17. — From West Chesterfield to Chesterfield, to

Williamsburg; also from the Williamsburg line over Mains
Hill to a point at or near the village of Florence, not ex-

ceeding two miles.

Section 2. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions

of this act, the IMassachusetts highway commission is hereby

authorized to expend a sum not exceeding two million

dollars, and in addition thereto the said commission is

hereby authorized and directed to expend the sums of
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money repaid by the several counties under the provisions

of section five of this act.

Section 3. The county commissioners of the five western County com-

counties aforesaid, to wit: —-Berkshire, Frankhn, Hampden, "unii°hHghts

Hampshire and Worcester, are hereby authorized and di- °^ "'^^'

rected to furnish rights of way in their respective counties,

and to lay out such locations as the Massachusetts highway
commission shall approve and suggest, in carrying out the

provisions of this act. But none of said ways, or any parts

thereof, shall thereby become state highways; nor shall this

act be construed as prohibiting the laying out or constructing

of said ways, or parts thereof, as state highw\ays, under the

laws applicable thereto, whenever said highway commission
shall deem such course advisable.

Section 4. For the purpose of meeting the expendi-
Massachusetts

tures hereby authorized, the treasurer and receiver general Highway Loan.

is hereby authorized, with the approval of the governor and
council, to issue bonds or certificates of indebtedness to the

amount of two million dollars, for a term not exceeding

fifteen years. Such bonds or certificates of indebtedness

shall be issued as registered bonds, or with interest coupons
attached, and shall bear interest at a rate not exceeding

four per cent per annum, payable semi-annually. They
shall be designated on their face, Western Massachusetts

Highway Loan, shall be countersigned by the governor,

and shall be deemed a pledge of the faith and credit of the

commonwealth; and the principal and interest thereof shall

be paid at the times specified therein in gold coin of the

United States or its equivalent. They shall be sold at

public auction, or disposed of in such other manner, at such

times and prices, in such amounts and at such rates of

interest, not exceeding the rate above specified, as shall be
deemed best, but none of the said bonds shall be sold at

less than the par value thereof. The treasurer and receiver Payment

general shall, with the approval of the governor and council,

provide for the payment of said loan as it falls due, and of

the interest thereon, by such annual payments as will ex-

tinguish the same at maturity, and the amount of such
annual payments shall be raised annually by taxation in the

same manner in which other state taxes are assessed and
collected, without further legislation.

Section 5. One fourth of any money which may be Repayment of

expended under the provisions of this act for a highway coLt'^'^'""

°^

in any county, with interest thereon at the rate of three
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Repayment per ccnt DCF annum, shall be repaid by the countv to the
ot a portion ' ii'i* i i i^-
oicoat. commonwealth in such mstalments and at such tmies,

within six years thereafter, as said commission, with the

approval of the auditor of accounts, having regard to the

financial condition of the county, shall determine. The
money so repaid before November thirtieth, nineteen hun-

dred and twenty-one, shall be expended by said commission

from time to time, without specific appropriation, either

in completing the highways hereinbefore mentioned or in

improving a highway in any town in the five western counties

that is not located upon one of the highways hereinbefore

mentioned: lyrovided, that the valuation of the town does

not exceed one million dollars; the higliAvay so improved

to be a main highway connecting such town with its rail-

road station, with a main through highway, or with an
adjoining city or town.

partidp^tloL"^^ Section G. The provisions of this act shall not preclude
in annual tlic fivc westcm couutics aforcsaid from particii)ating in
appropriation,

. . , , , ^
i i

etc. the annual appropriation made by the commonwealth
for the construction and care of highways, or from receiving

the same allotment from such annual appropriation as would
be given to them had this act not been passed.

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 5, 1915.

Chap.222 An Act relative to the annual report of the com-

mission ON ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Itc^'ameided. Section 1. Scctiou six of cliaptcr eighteen of the Re-

vised Laws, as amended by chapter four hundred and fifty-

two of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and ten, is

hereby further amended by adding at the end thereof the

words : — provided, hoicever, that the provisions of this

section shall not apply to the annual report submitted by
the commission on economy and efiicienc,y, — so as to read

Recommenda- as follows: — SccHon 6. State boards and commissions

bMrds and
^

sliall amiually, on or before the first Wednesday in January,

foHegfsla'tron, dcposit with the secretary of the commonwealth such parts
^*'''

of their annual reports which are required to be made to

the governor and council or to the general court as contain

recommendations or suggestions for legislative action, such

recommendations or suggestions to be accompanied by
drafts of bills embodying the legislation recommended;


