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BOARD OF REGISTRATION OF BARBERS 

b. ) 11V] I, 

State House, Boston, Mass. 
November 30, 1932. 

To His Excellency the Gove?'nor and the Honorable Senate and House of 
Representatives: 

Pursuant with the provisions of General Laws (Tercentenary Edition) 
Chapter 112, Section 87G (Chapter 418, Section 2, Acts of 1931, approved 
June 9, 1931) the first Annual Report of the Board of Registration of Barbers 
is herewith submitted. 

This Act of 1931 has proved to be one of the most constructive pieces of 
legislation enacted in many years. 

The newly appointed members of the board, George S. Poulin of Westfield, 
S. Carl Sottile of Boston, and Joseph S. Trudeau of New Bedfo,rd, being duly 
sworn in, took up their new duties and held their first meeting on January 15, 
1932, in Room 448 State House. The first business of the new board was, in 
accordance with section 1, of chapter 418*, Acts of 1931, the election of its 
officers. The following officers were elected: 

George S. Poulin of Westfield, Chairman. 
Joseph S. Trudeau of New Bedford, Sec?·eta?'y. 

This Act is, as was constantly and consistently stated a great health 
measure, a protective measure, and it has also proved to be an economic 
measure of no mean importance. Of course it is well understood that any 
measure that affects the public health is of interest to all the people. 

The Barbers Registration law directly affects the public health for some 
member of each family visits the barber shops in our Commonwealth at least 
once a month, and in the majority of cases, still oftener. There is no doubt 
t hat the barber shop is, or can become, a very prolific source of disease but 
under proper sanitary conditions it stands in the forefront guarding the public 
health. The Board of Registration of Barbers should therefore receive the 
utmost goodwill and cooperation of every official and every citizen of the 
Commonwealth in making this law effectiv,e. 

The law goes beyond its sanitary provisions. It protects the public against 
the danger of the incompetent barber. He is as great a menace as the unsani
tary barber. This is clear to anyone who is even slightly acquainted with the 
study of the }jail'. ~l:in ~r.d scalp . 

Because of ~n<) eX£."I,l'l'ltion 1":>ql·ired of :ll! who wish to register, many out 
of the state barbers who might otherwise have applied for registration have 
not filed applications for :·.~stration in this State; and others have left the 
state because they could nOG meet the requirements of our law, and this under 
present econol'li(; c;Jr.oit:0n" aas bce:1 £. f'llvinz to the taxpayer for with an 
influx 0': thesE. incompete:1t bluters {'·orr. ct:"!p.r states, and with their depen
dents, they would have been an added burden to the already overburdened 
welfare organizations of this Commonwealth. 

A detail of the receipts and expenses from January 1, 1932, to November 
30, 1932, and of the activities of the Board, follows: 

* General Laws, (Ter. Ed.) Chap. 13, Sect. 40. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

January 1, 1932, to November 30, 1932. 

Receipts 

Fees received for registration and paid into the St.ate Treasury _____ $28,281.25 

Expenditu1'es 

Salaries members of board and investigators ________________ _ 
Traveling expenses members of board and investigators ___ _ 
General expem;es of board _________________ ____________________ _ 

$10,741.03 
2,335.80 
5,411.57 

During 1932 examinations were held in the following cities: 

18,488.40 

Boston in July and October. 
Springfield in (July and October. 
Worcester in August and November. 
Pittsfield in August and October. 
Fall River in August and November. 

Brockton in August and November. 
Lawrence in August and November. 
Quincy in August. 
Salem in August. 
Lynn in November. 

Total number of applicants examined in 1932 ___ ._ ....... _ ... _____ ... __ .. __ 477 
Total number who failed to pass .. __________________________________________ .. _ 86 
Total number passed __________ ....... ________ .. ____ .... ____ .. ____________ .. ________ .... ___ 391 
Failed to report for examination _____ ...... __________ ..... __ .. _______ ...... __ 51 

The number of shops found and checked in the state, as of November 30, 
was 5,060. 

There w,ere ten court cases for failure to register during the fiscal 
year of 1932 and eight quarantine cases for unsanitary conditions. 

These facts and figures have been carefully gone over. They show a state
ment of what has taken place since the Board took office and also what is going 
on at the present time in our state for the education, instruction and uplifting 
of the barber from his obscure surroundings to brighter and better avenues of 
progress. 

Economic conditions being what they are have been a great factor in 
retarding many improvements in barbel' shops. These improvements would 
have been made had business conditions warranted. The Board has had to be 
very patient and tactful under these circumstamces for we want to be fair and 
impartial to all and we have been for we have taken everything into considera
tion before any decison was made or rendered. 

Since July, 1932, hot and cold water have been established in many shops. 
In many instances other forms of business have been separated from the 

barber shops in which they were operated, by the installation of the proper 
partitions. Many more are now bsing installed and in ot her instances the 
required changes have not yet been made. All in all, wonderful impro,vements 
have been made since our first check-up in July 1932. 

The Board has Teceived very good support and cooperation in more than 
75 per cent of the shops visited and inspected. The barbers are showing more 
interest and keen appreciation of what is being done for them. A small major
ity is dissatisfied but education, persuasion and perseverance will win them to 
our cause. Many shops have closed because they could not meet the require
ments. Many more have changed t heir locations in order to improve their 
conditions and environments. 

In the great majority of instances we find the barbel' ever willing to 
cooperate but in some instances ignorance, illiteracy and unfamiliarity with 
our laws are the reasons for not complying . 
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Early in 1932, the board realizing the necessity of having investigators ill 
the field in order to facilitate the enforcement of the law pertaining to the 
registration of barbers and the observance of rules and r~ulations of the 
board, obtained through the Director of Registration and by the approval of 
His Excellency, the Governor, the provisional appointment of six investigators 
from July, 1932, to December 1, 1932; each of the investigators appointed 
being a practical barber duly registered as such, and a citizen of the Common
wealth. These provisional appointments were extended from time to time 
pending the establishment through the Director of Personnel of a Civil Service 
list for permanent appointments. 

These investigators have proven themselves very valuable in all of the 
field work and had it not been for the grantirng of such provisional appointments 
the board could not have shown such good results during so short a time or so 
thorough a report of its activities since its organization. 

The Barber Registration law is not perfect by any means. It will need 
amending am.d the board will from time to time recommend certain improve\
ments with the cooperation of the barbers of this State in order to render still 
better protection to the general public and to the barbers themselves. But in 
spite of these handicaps, the law has fulfilled the hopes of the progressive 
barbers who sponsored it and it is a source of pride to the general public and 
to the Board of Registration of Barbers whose duty it is to administer it. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Georg,s S. Poulin, Chai?·man 
S. Carl Sotille 
Joseph S. Trudeau, S ec1·etCl?·Y 
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