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1. In the News: 2020 Massachusetts Teacher of the 

Year Announced  
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Left: Takeru Nagayoshi, an English and research teacher at New Bedford High School, 

hugs one of his students after being named the 2020 Massachusetts Teacher of the Year 

in a ceremony at his school on May 15. Right: Mr. Nagayoshi in one of his classes later 

that day. 
  

On May 15, Commissioner Riley announced that Takeru Nagayoshi, an English and 

research teacher at New Bedford High School, is the 2020 Massachusetts Teacher of 

the Year. Mr. Nagayoshi is in his fifth year of teaching and mainly works with students 

in New Bedford High School’s Academy of Honors. His work extends beyond the 

school, coaching teachers through Teach For America and doing fellowships at 

Harvard Graduate School of Education’s Education Redesign Lab and through Teach 

Plus. He is a member of DESE’s Teacher Advisory Cabinet, and he is also an 

InSPIRED Fellow with DESE, working with the Department to recruit and retain a more 

diverse educator workforce. (InSPIRED stands for In-service Professionals Increasing 

Racial and Ethnic Diversity.) 

  

As a queer educator of color in an urban public school, Mr. Nagayoshi believes in 

using his personal perspective to fight for education equity. He cares deeply about his 

school community. 

  

“Excellence already exists proudly in districts like New Bedford,” Mr. Nagayoshi told 

the crowd of students and dignitaries in the high school gymnasium. “This is the place 

where you’re going to find the most resilient, passionate, and talented students that our 

community has to offer.” 

  

You can reach Mr. Nagayoshi at tnagayoshi@newbedfordschools.org and follow him 

at @tk_nagayoshi.  
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2. Get Involved: Digital Literacy and Computer 

Science Ambassadors, Plus Ed Prep Reviewers: 
 

 

The Department and the Education Development Center are looking for educators to 

join a new Digital Literacy and Computer Science Ambassadors team. The 

ambassadors will support the integration of computational thinking in elementary 

grades by increasing awareness of the importance of digital literacy and computer 

science and helping educators, administrators, and the public to understand the 

standards and their implications for instruction. More information and the application 

are available online. The deadline to apply is May 31. 

  

Educators also still have time to apply to be an ed prep reviewer! Reviewers help to 

guarantee that educator preparation in Massachusetts results in effective educators 

who are ready to support the success of all students. Serving as an ed prep reviewer 

allows you to: 

   

 Engage in a meaningful professional learning opportunity and earn professional 

development points, 

 Gain insights into educator preparation in Massachusetts, 

 Collaborate with diverse education leaders and professionals, and  

 Make recommendations to the commissioner of elementary and secondary 

education that help determine program approval. 

  

The deadline is midnight on May 26. The application, an FAQ and an informational 

flier are available online.  

 

 
 

 

3. Did You Know?: History and Social Science 

Professional Development Opportunities 
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The Department is pleased to announce two free professional development 

opportunities in June, each focused on deepening educators’ understanding of the 

2018 History and Social Science Curriculum Framework. 

  

The 2019 Civics Literacy Conference will gather educators and representatives from 

state, education, and community organizations to develop a deeper understanding of 

the importance of civic learning and the role K-12 educators serve in helping all 

students become informed, engaged citizens in a democracy and in global society. 

The theme for the conference is “Civic Empowerment for Today and Tomorrow: From 

the Classroom to Community.” There are over 20 unique sessions that will address a 

range of topics connected to the 2018 History and Social Science Curriculum 

Framework, Chapter 296 of the Acts of 2018, and school and community partnerships. 

Presenters will include K-12 educators as well as leaders from state, education, and 

community organizations. The conference will run from 8:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on June 

11 at the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the U.S. Senate in Boston. Register here! 

  

The Department is pleased to partner with Facing History and Ourselves, Harvard 

University's Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics Democratic Knowledge Project, and 

InquirED to present the 2019 History and Social Science Professional Learning 

Institute. This is an opportunity for history and social science teachers and school and 

district curriculum leaders to participate in two or three in-depth workshops focused on 

using high quality, standards-aligned curricular materials to implement the 2018 

History and Social Science Curriculum Framework. Participants have the choice of 

attending on June 13 or June 14 at Harvard Law School. (The conference agenda is 

the same both days.) Register here!  
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