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Briefly describe the Proposal  

 

The proposed concentration in Community Engaged Research and Practice would be a track 

within the Master’s Program of the Department of Anthropology designed for students 

interested in a professional (non-academic) career. This concentration responds to an emerging 

demand in the field for training, skills, and knowledge to conduct research and capacity-building 

projects in collaboration with diverse communities. Our department has a strong expertise and 

coursework focused on community-engaged research and practice, along with extraordinary 

critical theory and critical epistemology courses. In addition, many of our faculty coordinate 

long-term community research and capacity-building projects across the region and around the 

world. These long-term relationships are ideal opportunities for students to learn and receive 

intensive mentorship in community-engaged research and applied anthropology, while also 

respecting diverse community needs for ongoing rather than short-term relationships with 

universities. 

  

Each student in this concentration will join a faculty-led project, which will ground and orient 

their academic trajectory, internships, and the final project for their MA. This concentration 

seeks to create a space for faculty and graduate students interested in community-based 

participatory research and applied anthropology to build substantive community within the 

department, gain exposure to distinct approaches to engaged research and action, develop 

concrete and highly marketable skills, and contribute to the department’s, school’s, and 

university-wide discussions of the ethics and potential of community-engaged research. 

 

Provide a brief overview of the process for developing the proposal.  

 

This proposal was developed through a year-long process in the Department of Anthropology. 

Five faculty members (at all ranks) participated on a committee to develop the vision and core 

components of the proposal. We conducted research on several dozen similar programs at highly 

ranked institutions around the world, and also spoke to the directors of several professional MA 

programs on the UMass campus. In addition, four other faculty members were consulted 

directly regarding the relevance of this proposed concentration to their research and teaching. 

Six faculty members (of these) attended a workshop to collectively design the core seminar of the 

concentration. An outline of the proposal was shared with the Faculty at a Faculty Caucus 

meeting, and any concerns were incorporated into the final proposal. 

  

Through this process, we designed a curriculum that meets the goals of diverse faculty for 

training in community-based participatory research, engagement, and applied anthropology; 

that considers the strengths and resources of our department; that is founded in solid theoretical 

as well as practical coursework; and that is built on the community-based and applied projects 

that faculty are currently coordinating and envision themselves working on in the future. 

 

Describe the proposal's purpose and the particular knowledge and skills to be acquired.  

 

The purposes of this proposal for a new concentration include: 

  

1. Prepare students for careers in community-based research, education, program development, 

medical and health-related anthropology, applied anthropology, and other professional positions 

in the non-profit/non-governmental and public sphere. 
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2. Improve the feasibility and sustainability of diverse faculty members’ community-engaged

research projects by recruiting students committed to gaining professional skills and mentorship

within particular projects over the course of two years.

3. Diversify and promote our curricular offerings at the graduate level, and promote our highly

accomplished community-engaged faculty and programs.

Through this concentration, all students will acquire knowledge of the history, debates, 

paradigms, and tensions within and among public anthropology, applied anthropology, 

community-based participatory research, participatory action research, and critical 

ethnographic research. They will gain a critical theoretical foundation for their community-

engaged work. In addition, students in this concentration will develop a wide variety of skills and 

exposure to methods and tools of community-engaged research, including digital and visual 

research methods, ethnographic methods, data analysis and presentation skills, and tools to 

engage ethically and productively with diverse communities. All students will be exposed to 

various career paths in community-engaged research and practice. 

Most importantly, every student in this concentration will develop a significant long-term 

research and/or professional engagement associated with a faculty-advised community-based 

project. Over the course of two years, each student will develop relationships, engage in some 

form of collaborative project planning and assessment with the faculty PI and community 

collaborator(s), and develop a product that addresses real needs within a community or 

community-based organization. Products will vary depending on the community partner and 

faculty lead, but may include: documentary film; major community event; community-based 

assessment or strategic plan; resource or knowledge-mapping; documentation of community 

language, food, or housing practices; community-led policy implementation documentation; 

participatory action research project and report; etc.  Each student will leave the program not 

only with a degree, but with a substantive project that is the result of sustained community 

engagement. 

If this proposal requires no additional resources, say so and briefly explain why. If this proposal 

requires additional resources, explain how they will be paid for. For proposals involving instruction, 

indicate how many new enrollments are expected and whether the courses have room to 

accommodate them.  

This concentration does not require additional resources. It draws on existing graduate courses 

in the department, as well as enabling us to develop a new theory and methodology seminar and 

a new methods workshop course. Both of these new courses will engage untapped expertise 

within the department regarding community-based research/engagement skills and theory in 

public/applied anthropology. We are able to run these two new courses with existing permanent 

faculty. We expect the new courses also to meet the needs of graduate students in our existing 

MA/PhD concentrations. 

Because of the structure of this MA concentration (matching each student with a faculty-led 

project), we expect it to be relatively small in size. Enrollment is expected to be approximately 3-

5 students in any given year. All of our relevant graduate seminars currently have the capacity to 

absorb these students. 
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Provide a curriculum outline showing degree program requirements, requirements of any existing 

concentrations, requirements of proposed concentration, and how they relate. You may include this 

outline and any additional documents as attachments below.  

Coursework requirements of existing MA include: 

Anth 697LL Intro to Grad School 

Anth697TA Teaching in Anthropology 

Research Methods (preferably a graduate level seminar, course to be 

approved by Advisor) 

Theory & Method (in the student’s primary subfield) 

Graduate-level seminars in at least three of the four anthropology subfields 

For the proposed CERP concentration, the key differences in coursework requirements are the 

specific required courses, which for CERP include: 

ANTHRO 603 Community-Based Research and Practice (4 Credits) 

ANTHRO 597CM Community-Based Methods (2 credits) 

Anthro 698 - Summer internship (6 credits) - through CPE 

In addition, there is no subfield distribution requirement for the proposed CERP concentration. 

Our current MA research concentration requirements include a thesis or exam option. The 

capstone requirement for the proposed CERP concentration is a community-based project, the 

product of which can take a variety of forms in consultation with the community partner and the 

Faculty Advisor. The CERP final project must be presented in the final semester. 

**Please see attachment for detail and context regarding the Community Engaged Research and 

Practice Concentration Outline.** 

Please find a program outline document on the following pages. 

MOTION: That the Faculty Senate approve the Creation of a Community Engaged Research 

21-19 and Practice Concentration in the Master of Arts Program in Anthropology, as 

presented in Sen. Doc. No. 19-062. 



UMass Amherst - Department of Anthropology
Program Outline - M.A. Concentration in Community Engaged Research and Practice 

UMass Amherst Department of Anthropology
M.A. Concentration Proposal

Community Engaged Research and Practice (CERP)
Program Outline 

The Department of Anthropology's M.A. program is geared toward students seeking an 
academic teaching and/or research career, and prepares students specifically to enter a PhD 
program. Our current M.A. program includes a "coursework option" and a "thesis option." This 
Community Engaged Research and Practice (CERP) concentration proposal is essentially an 
additional option through which students may complete the M.A. degree in Anthropology.

Required courses of our M.A. currently include: 
Anth 697LL Intro to Grad School
Anth697TA Teaching in Anthropology
Research Methods (preferably a graduate level seminar, course to be approved by Advisor)
Theory & Method (in the student’s primary subfield)
Graduate-level seminars in at least three of the four anthropology subfields

The proposed Community Engaged Research and Practice (CERP) M.A. concentration involves 
the same basic focus: strong cohort-based courses to ground all students, rigorous training in 
theory and methods in anthropology, significant flexibility in coursework, and a final product/
approval process marking the completion of the degree. The CERP concentration (outlined 
below) entails an alternative to the above coursework requirements in order to focus on 
developing students’ professional knowledge and skills through appropriate theory, method, and 
content coursework related to an intensive community-engaged project. 

Instead of an academic thesis or examination in preparation for further academic work in 
anthropology, the CERP concentration requires a significant professional-level product as 
evidence of the student's development of skills and knowledge in community-engaged research 
and practice. 

This concentration is also distinct in the particularity of its advisory structure, with a strong 
faculty advisor who is connected to the student's project, required involvement on the part of the 
community partner from the outset and through the student's completion of the project/degree.

The concentration will be advised by a small committee of faculty in the department, and 
administered by a CERP Concentration Program Director. This position will rotate as a regular 
service position within the department.
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Requirements for the Community Engaged 
Research and Practice Concentration

Faculty Project Advisory System and Community Partner Project

Each student will be admitted to work on a particular community-engaged project, with a 
particular faculty member who serves as Project Advisor. The Project Advisor may be either a 
member of the Department of Anthropology or an anthropologist who is faculty at UMass or 
another of the Five Colleges. In most cases (when the project advisor is a member of the 
Department of Anthropology), the Project Advisor and Faculty Advisor will be the same person. 
In the case of a Project Advisor who is not a member of the UMass Department of Anthropology, 
the CERP Concentration Program Director will serve in all capacities listed below as the official 
Faculty Advisor, and will work closely with the project advisor on all curricular and project 
approvals.

Project Outline Meeting and Project Description: 
The student will have a Project Outline Meeting with the Faculty/Project Advisor(s) and a 
representative of the Community Partner during the first semester of the program, and will sign 
a Project Description that lays out the expectations for the work (including process as well as 
product, to the extent known from the outset). This Project Description will remain on file in the 
department (with a copy held by the community partner). Any amendments to the process or 
product expectations for the student's community-engaged work must be reflected in written 
amendments, agreed to by all three parties (Student, Advisor, and Community Partner), and 
placed in the student's file. 

Coursework and Credits

All coursework must be approved by the student's Faculty Advisor. Any variations to these 
requirements must be approved by both the Faculty Advisor and the CERP Concentration 
Program Director.

1- Required of all students:
ANTH 603 Community-Based Research and Practice (4 Credits)
ANTH 597CM Community-Based Methods (2 credits)
ANTH 698 - Summer internship (6 credits) - taken through CPE

2- Theory/methodology courses, taken from the following: (6 credits total)
Theory and methods coursework should be appropriate to the student's project focus, taken
from among the following or outside the department with advisor approval.

ANTH  653  Indigenous Research: Theories & Methods
ANTH  641  Theory & Method in Soc Anth I
ANTH  775  Anthropological Research Methods
ANTH  527   Repatriation and Issues of Cultural Policy
ANTH  546  Critical Knowledge Practices 
ANTH 697  Inequality & Health
ANTH 697  Comics, Cartoons and Communicating Anthropology
ANTH 597  Anthropology of Violence
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ANTH 597  Critical Race Theory
ANTH 697  Feminist Ethnography
ANTH 670  Contemporary Issues of Native American Indians: Focus on the Northeast 
ANTH 627  Archaeology of Food
ANTH 681  Quantitative Methods in Anthropology     
ANTH 762  Linguistic Anthropology: Social Dimensions

3- Electives or Independent Studies directly related to the content of the student's project (6
credits)

4- Final Project Practicum - Anthro 698 - (6 Credits)
(taken in the student's final semester of the program)

Total Credits: 30

Final Project Presentation and Approval

All students will present their final projects in a public forum open to all members of the 
department and accessible to all community partners involved with the project. Presentation 
formats will vary, depending on the project, and may occur in a collective forum when 
appropriate. 

Announcements of Final Project Presentations must be posted in the department at least two 
weeks in advance.

The Faculty/Project Advisor(s), the CERP Concentration Program Director, and a representative 
from the Community Partner will sign the Final Project Approval form, which is the last 
requirement for the student to receive their degree. In extraordinary circumstances, the Faculty 
Advisor ultimately has the authority to waive the Community Partner signature requirement.
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