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COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION 

The Academic Matters Council recommends approval of this proposal. 

MOTION    That the Senate approve the revision of the B.S. Program in Communication
26-19            Disorders, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 19-073.
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Question:   Please describe your proposal 

 

As part of the department's Educational Effectiveness Plan, we surveyed recent graduates. Based 

on their comments as well as our internal strategic planning, the Communication Disorders 

faculty propose five central changes to our current curriculum in order to improve our majors' 

senior year experience. These changes together serve two purposes: 1) they will respond to 

instructional needs caused by revision to coursework in a required course in another department, 

and 2) they will respond to our recent graduates' suggestions that we provide more coursework 

bridging the undergraduate experience and graduate school or employment experiences, and that 

we add public speaking / oral presentation components to our curriculum. In addition, we are 

asking that all courses required for the major be taken on a letter grade basis. 

 

Question:   Please describe the existing program requirements, listing all required courses and 

available electives, as well as any additional requirements, and continuation or admissions 

policies.  

 

The following courses are required for the Bachelor's degree in Communication Disorders. All 

are 3 credits unless otherwise indicated. 

  

1.     Required courses within the Department of Communication Disorders  (30 credits) 

  

Comm-Dis 211 Anatomy and Physiology I: The Speech and Hearing Mechanism 

Comm-Dis 212 Anatomy and Physiology II: Neurological Bases of Speech, Language, and 

Hearing 

Comm-Dis 213 Phonetic Processing 

Comm-Dis 214 Introduction to Hearing Science 

Comm-Dis 301 Speech and Language Development - (IE) 

Comm-Dis 312  Introduction to Speech Science 

Comm-Dis 313 Introduction to Audiology 

Comm-Dis 330 Junior Year Writing 

Comm-Dis 390A Introduction to Aural Rehabilitation 

Comm-Dis 415 Speech and Language Disorders 

  

2.     Required outside courses 

Physics 114 Physics of Sound (4 credits) 

Linguist 201 How Language Works: Introduction to Linguistic Theory 

A course in human development. Students may choose between: Psych 350 Developmental 

Psychology OR HumDev 270 Child Development (4 credits) 

An Statistics course. Students may choose between: Statistc 111 Elementary Statistics, Statistc 

240 introduction to Statistics, Psych 240 Statistics in Psychology, Sociol 212 Elem Statistics, 

Res-Econ 212 Intro Stats/Soc Sci 

  

In addition, all students must have their speech and hearing evaluated shortly after their 

acceptance to the department. 

  

The department currently offers 9 electives annually. Other courses might be offered if faculty 
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are available. Current offerings are: 

  

Comm-Dis 100 Introduction to Communication Disorders 

Comm-Dis 398 Prac: Internship 

Comm-Dis 416 Clinical Procedures 

Comm-Dis 490A Hearing Health and Society 

Comm-Dis 496 Independent Study 

Comm-Dis 530 Neurological Substrates and Neuropathologies of Language, Speech, and 

Hearing 

Comm-Dis 540 Introduction to Autism Spectrum Disorders 

Comm-Dis 570 Research in Communication Disorders 

Comm-Dis 580 Cognitive Bases of Language 

Comm-Dis 591E Speech-Language Pathology Assistants in the Schools 

 

Question:   Please describe the requirements that you are proposing, listing course 

requirements, elective options, as well as any additional requirements, and continuation or 

admissions policies. 

 

1. Addition of Comm-Dis 100 Introduction to Communication Disorders to the required course 

list (currently an elective). 

  

2. Elimination of Linguist 201 as a requirement. 

  

3. Addition of a new, required course Comm-Dis 290A Introduction to Language Science. 

  

4. Addition of a 3-credit Senior elective from among elective offerings. (Comm-Dis 398 

Prac:Internship and courses numbered 400 or above; not including Comm-Dis 496.) 

  

5. Requirement that all courses required for the major be taken on letter grade basis. 

 

Question:   Please provide the rationale for these revisions.  

 

1. Addition of Comm-Dis 100 Introduction to Communication Disorders to the required course 

list (currently an elective). This course is typically required by graduate programs in the field and 

contains basic knowledge pertinent to most of our upper-level courses. 

  

2. Elimination of Linguist 201 as a requirement. 

Due to redesign of Linguistics 201 as part of the new General Education requirements, 

Linguistics 201 no longer provides our students with background in psycho- and sociolinguistics 

which we believe is central to our fields. This has had detrimental effects on coursework in two 

of our required courses: Com-Dis 212 Anatomy & Physiology II and Comm-Dis 301 Speech and 

Language Development. We therefore propose elimination of this requirement to make room in 

the curriculum for a course (Comm-Dis 290A, see #3 below) that will provide students with a 

background in basic language structure, processing, and variation (syntax, semantics, phonology, 

sociolinguistics, and psycholinguistics), and will match the prerequisite needs of our curriculum. 
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3. Addition of a new, required course Comm-Dis 290A Introduction to Language Science. 

This new 3-credit course will provide students with a strong background in basic concepts of 

language structure, processing, and variation. The coursework will be an appropriate prerequisite 

for Comm-Dis 212 Anatomy & Physiology II: Neurological Bases of Speech, Language, and 

Hearing and Comm-Dis 301 Speech and Language Development. An experimental course 

proposal will be submitted by the instructor (Mack). 

  

4. Addition of a 3-credit Senior elective from among elective offerings. 

As part of our Educational Effectiveness Plan, the faculty proposed a revision to the senior year 

that would include more advanced concepts in speech-language pathology and audiology. This is 

because our current undergraduate curriculum includes introductory courses in eight areas, but 

the only opportunities that students have for more in-depth or advanced coverage in those areas 

are limited to elective offerings. We therefore believe that requiring a Senior-year elective from 

among current offerings will give our students more advanced concepts and practical application 

in a part of the field of their choosing. We also require elements of oral presentation and public 

speaking in these courses which were reported as areas of need in our graduate survey. We will 

include a 3-credit department Internship (with course accompaniment) in the list of allowed 

electives, but not Comm-Dis 496, Independent Study with professors. 

  

5. Requirement that all courses required for the major be taken on letter grade basis. 

This is a pre-professional major in which our students are preparing for graduate study in speech-

language pathology or audiology. In order to be competitive in graduate school applications and, 

in some cases, to meet eventual licensing requirements, they must have letter grades in courses. 

We therefore believe that the pass/fail option sets our students up for failure in the future. 

 

Question:   Academic Requirements Review 

[computer-readable details omitted] 

 

Question:   Resources.  If this proposal requires no additional resources, say so and briefly 

explain why. If this proposal requires additional resources, explain how they will be paid for. 

For proposals involving instruction, indicate how many new enrollments are expected and 

whether the courses have room to accommodate them. 

 

This proposal will require no new resources at this time. This proposal adds only one course to 

the teaching load in the department: Comm-Dis 100 Introduction to Communication Disorders 

and Senior electives are already offered, so Comm-Dis 290A Introduction to Language Science 

is the only additional course. This is possible on current resources because the department has 

recently hired two lecturers. These new positions have relieved teaching pressure on tenure-track 

faculty and increased our teaching capacity. 

 
 


