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Youth Deer Hunt Day (/service-details/youth-deer-hunt-day): Sept. 28

Paraplegic hunt (/service-details/deer-hunt-for-paraplegic-hunters): Oct. 31–Nov. 2

Archery season zones 10–14: Oct. 7–Nov. 30

Archery season zones 1–9: Oct. 21–Nov. 30

Shotgun season: Dec. 2–Dec. 14

Primitive firearms season: Dec. 16–Dec. 31

All dates inclusive. Hunting is prohibited on Sundays.

The dates for the Camp Edwards archery deer scouting and hunting have been changed.

Updated fall hunting dates are as follows:

Youth Deer Hunt: Sept. 28, 2019

Paraplegic Deer Hunt: Cot. 31 – Nov 2, 2019

Archery Deer Scouting: Nov. 18-19, 2019 (8 a.m. – 12 p.m., check in/out at Range

Center)

Archery Deer Hunt: Nov. 21–23, 2019

Military Deer Hunt: Dec. 2–3, 2019

Shotgun Deer Hunt: Dec. 9–14, 2019

Muzzleloader Deer Hunt: Dec. 19–20, 2019

If you’re interested in hunting on this property, you need to pre-register by October 1 and

follow special rules. Get more information about the the Camp Edwards controlled hunt

(/how-to/participate-in-the-camp-edwards-controlled-hunting-program).

The deadline to apply for an antlerless deer permit is July 16, 2019. If you want to hunt

antlerless deer in 2019, you need an antlerless deer permit (sometimes called a “doe

Date change for Camp Edwards Deer Hunt archery scouting and
hunting

Antlerless Deer Permit application deadline is July 16

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/youth-deer-hunt-day
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/deer-hunt-for-paraplegic-hunters
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/participate-in-the-camp-edwards-controlled-hunting-program
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permit” or “doe tag”). If you apply for an Antlerless Deer Permit by the July 16 deadline,

you then must check back after August 1 to find out if you have been awarded the ability

to purchase the permit. The award period begins August 1st at 8 a.m. and ends on

December 31st. Your odds of being awarded a permit are the same regardless of when you

check your permit status. You can check the status of your permit through MassFishHunt,

or by visiting a MassWildlife office or license agent location. A $5 fee is charged only if you

are awarded a permit.

How to apply of an Antlerless Deer Permit online:

Log into MassFishHunt

Click License Sales

Click Hunting Permits and Stamps

Click Add next to Antlerless Deer Permit Application

Select the zone you want to apply for

Click Checkout*

*There is no fee to apply; however, a hunting or sporting license is required to apply for an

Antlerless Deer Permit.

Learn more about Anlerless Deer Permits, including 2019 allocations

(/how-to/apply-for-an-antlerless-deer-permit).

Quabbin Controlled Deer Hunt

To have a chance of participating in this hunt, you must apply online between July 1 and

August 31; there is no application fee. To apply or to get more information from the

Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), go to mass.gov/dcr/deerhunt

(/service-details/quabbin-reservation-deer-hunt).

Apply online for Quabbin or Wachusett Deer Hunt from July 1–
August 31

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-an-antlerless-deer-permit
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/quabbin-reservation-deer-hunt
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Wachusett Controlled Deer Hunt 

There are 2 types of hunting permits for DCR properties in the Wachusett Reservoir

watershed area:

1. A free 5-year access permit for hunting on property both west and east of I-190. This

area is open for the all hunting seasons. and for all game. This permit can be

requested at any time.

 

2. A free annual permit for deer hunting on property adjacent to Wachusett Reservoir,

designated by DCR as the "Reservoir Zone".  This permit is selected by lottery;

applications will be available from July 1 to August 31.

Learn more about hunting on the Wachusett Reservoir watershed.

(/service-details/wachusett-reservoir-watershed-deer-hunt)

 

The 2019 Youth Deer Hunt Day is Saturday, September 28. Youth Deer Hunt Day permits

are available online, beginning August 1. With this permit, youth may take either an

antlered or antlerless deer in any zone on the Youth Deer Hunt Day. Learn more about the

Youth Deer Hunt Day. (/service-details/youth-deer-hunt-day)

Call the Massachusetts Environmental Police 1 (800) 632-8075 to report a fish

kill. The vast majority of summer fish kills reported are natural events.

Summer weather is here, lakes and ponds are warming up, and fish kills may occur. The

sight of dead and dying fish along a shoreline can be distressing and can prompt concerns

about pollution. However, the vast majority of summer fish kills reported are natural

events.

Youth Deer Hunt Day

Report fish kills this summer

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/wachusett-reservoir-watershed-deer-hunt
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/youth-deer-hunt-day
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Natural fish kills are generally the result of low oxygen levels, fish diseases, or spawning

stress. Depletion of dissolved oxygen is one of the most common causes of natural fish

kills. Water holds less dissolved oxygen at higher temperatures; in shallow, weedy ponds

oxygen can be especially low as plants consume oxygen at night. Spawning of fish

including sunfish and bass in late spring and early summer occurs in shallow waters along

the shore. These densely crowded spawning areas can become susceptible to disease

outbreaks, especially as water temperatures rise. The result is an unavoidable natural fish

kill, usually consisting of only one or two species of fish.

To be sure there isn’t a pollution problem, it’s always best to report fish kills. When a fish

kill report comes in, a MassWildlife fisheries biologist determines if the kill is a natural

event or the result of pollution. In general, pollution impacts all kinds of aquatic life;

therefore, the most important piece of evidence for the biologists is the number and

variety of fish associated with the incident. When pollution is suspected , MassWildlife

notifies the Department of Environmental Protection, who then conducts a formal

investigation of the water and affected fish to determine the source of pollution.

To report a fish kill, contact the Environmental Police Radio Room at 1 (800) 632-8075.

Spring salamanders (Gyrinophilus porphyriticus) were once considered rare in

Massachusetts. Until 2006, they were listed as a species of special concern under the

Massachusetts Endangered Species Act. After nearly 14 years, MassWildlife’s Natural

Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) is spearheading a formal assessment

of the species this summer. Such a measure is especially warranted by the growing

concerns over potential impacts of climate change to coldwater resources in higher-

elevation habitats of southern New England—areas where spring salamanders live.

Updated information about this species can reveal a potentially important piece of that

puzzle.   

A network of trusted volunteers will assist staff in visiting a number of historically known

spring salamander sites in 2019 and 2020. Surveys aim not only to confirm continued

MassWildlife to start spring salamander study
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presence of the species at a given site, but also to compile baseline information of relative

abundance among sites. MassWildlife staff will also be exploring areas not previously

known to host spring salamanders to add our understanding of the current distribution

and overall abundance of local populations.

If you have experience with stream salamanders of Massachusetts (northern dusky

salamander, northern two-lined salamander, spring salamander) and would like to be an

active contributor to the assessment effort, please contact Conservation Scientist Jacob

Kubel (jacob.kubel@mass.gov (mailto:jacob.kubel@mass.gov)). If you happen to encounter a

spring salamander incidentally during a foray into a forested stream, please note your

precise location, photograph the animal, and contact Mr. Kubel for details on how to report

the observation for inclusion in the NHESP database as an official state record of the

species.

Spring salamanders are the largest and most elusive of the Commonwealth's stream-

dwelling salamanders, growing to 8 inches long. Juveniles and young adults are pinkish-

orange, with faint, black spots or streaks that form a net-like pattern over the body. Larvae

are fully aquatic and have external gills, squared snouts, small eyes, and are a yellowish-

brown to grayish-lavender with fine markings. Larvae take several years to mature and

metamorphose into air-breathing salamanders, reaching several inches in total length

before doing so.

One of the challenges in understanding the conservation status of spring salamanders is

their secretive behavior and preference for streams associated with rough terrain in remote

areas. Spring salamanders spend most of their time hidden beneath large, flat stones and

among cobbles in or along streambeds, making them difficult to monitor.

Looking for some good family fishing locations while camping?  Check out MassWildlife’s

list of top 10 state camping areas for fishing

(/service-details/top-camping-areas-for-fishing-in-massachusetts-2)!  Owned and operated by the

MassWildlife lists top 10 state camping areas for
fishing

mailto:jacob.kubel@mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/top-camping-areas-for-fishing-in-massachusetts-2
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Department of Conservation and Recreation this list of camping areas was compiled with

the help of MassWildlife fisheries biologists.  Shore fishing access, abundance of fish

species, and drive time from most major population centers were among the

considerations for selection.  Each listed property also includes information about other

outdoor activities such as boating, swimming, hiking, wildlife watching and camping

facilities. Plan a day trip or camp overnight at one of these amazing waterfront getaways!

Don’t forget to buy your fishing license

(https://www.ma.wildlifelicense.com/IS/Customer/InternetCustomerSearch) if you are 15 or over.

FY 2020 MHMGP grant application will be available in mid-July, with applications due in

the early fall.

The MassWildlife Habitat Management Grant Program (MHMGP) provides financial

assistance to private and municipal landowners of conserved lands to enhance wildlife

habitat, while promoting public access for outdoor recreation. Over the past 4 years, the

MHMGP has awarded over $1.5M in funding to 28 different organizations and individuals

for 63 habitat projects. MassWildlife anticipates the next MHMGP grant application will

become available in mid-July, with applications due in the early fall. Application

information will be available on the MHMGP web page in mid-July.

(/service-details/masswildlife-habitat-management-grant-program-mhmgp)

The MHMGP encourages landowners to engage in active habitat management on their

properties to benefit many types of wildlife, including species of greatest conservation

need and game species. Although MassWildlife and other conservation organizations have

made unprecedented investments in land acquisition in Massachusetts, land protection

alone is not enough to guarantee the persistence of the Commonwealth’s diverse wildlife.

Investment in habitat restoration and management is urgently needed on public and

private lands across the state. To address this need, MassWildlife and the Executive Office

of Energy and Environmental Affairs have substantially increased their investment in

MassWildlife Habitat Management Grant applications
available soon

https://www.ma.wildlifelicense.com/IS/Customer/InternetCustomerSearch
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/masswildlife-habitat-management-grant-program-mhmgp
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habitat management on state wildlife lands and are committed to working with partners

to promote these efforts on other conserved lands across the state.

Many people recall with nostalgia summer evenings filled with the fast staccato call “whip-

poor-will, whip-poor–will” of the bird by that name. In recent years, these distinctive

sounds (and birds) have become increasingly rare. Indeed, the Eastern Whip-poor-will

(Antrostomus vociferus) population has experienced annual declines of 4.4% in New

England and 6.6% in Massachusetts (since 1966), where it is state listed as a Species of

Special Concern. Whip-poor-wills appear to be heavily dependent on fire-adapted pine-

oak habitats for breeding, but over the past few decades, these habitats have become

scarce due to forest maturation, fire suppression, and development. This change in habitat

has undoubtedly contributed to the dramatic decline in abundance of these nighttime

vocalists. Additionally, researchers speculate that elevated mortality rates during migration

or on the wintering grounds also may contribute to population declines. However, due to

their nocturnal habits, scientists lack basic natural history and ecological information on

this species, with little known about the migratory and over-wintering periods.

To gain a better understanding of the Eastern Whip-poor-will’s annual cycle and to

support bird conservation actions, we initiated a project with Dr. Marja Bakermans at the

Worcester Polytechnic Institute. Using GPS technology we are documenting the migratory

routes and over-wintering locations of whip-poor-wills nesting in Massachusetts.

Additionally, we are studying the timing and duration of their migration as well as their

movements and habitat use during both migration and winter periods.

Our banding efforts focused on three locations across Massachusetts: Joint Base Cape

Cod, Bolton Flats Wildlife Management Area (WMA), and Montague Plains WMA. These

sites contain the preferred pitch pine-scrub oak woodlands that whip-poor-wills use for

nesting. To lure territorial whip-poor-wills into mist nets we played recordings of their

songs and calls. Once captured, we recorded morphological measurements and the sex

and age of each bird. Next, we attached a tiny GPS tag weighing 1 gram to the bird’s back

using a leg-loop harness. During May and June of 2018, we fitted 27 whip-poor-wills with

Tracking the eastern whip-poor-will
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a GPS data logger. The next challenge was to recapture these same individuals a year later

in order to retrieve the GPS tags and download the stored data.

This spring, with fingers crossed, we went out and set up mist nets before dusk in the

same three study sites. Whip-poor-wills are most active soon after dusk, and our nets are

made of a fine mesh that birds cannot see once it is dark. After sunset, we played calls to

lure males (or females), which would come in to defend their territory. The staff checked

nets every 20 minutes, extracting captured birds and bringing them to a centralized

location for banding and data collection. Much to our excitement, the very first bird that

was captured had a GPS tag, and in total, we were fortunate to recover 12 tagged birds

from last year providing us with a tremendous amount of data on the birds’ migration,

over-wintering locations, and habitats. We also caught and tagged an additional 19 birds

for the project.

We are just starting to analyze the data, but initial information has revealed that most of

our birds wintered in Mexico with one going as far south as Honduras. Interestingly,

instead of taking the most direct route of flying across the Gulf of Mexico, the birds

appeared to avoid that option and instead took a longer land-based route. The data

collection portion of the project will be wrapped up next year after we try to capture this

year’s tagged birds. We are eager to learn more and publish our results so the information

can be used to develop full annual-cycle conservation plans ... stay tuned!

This story, written by MassWildlife's State Ornithologist, Andrew Vitz,  will

appear in the next edition of Massachusetts Wildlife magazine—coming to

subscribers' mailboxes in late July. The July edition also includes articles about

waterfowl research, frog hunting, and milkweeds. Learn more about the

magazine and how you can subscribe (/how-to/massachusetts-wildlife-magazine). 

Massachusetts has 16 species of bog orchids (genus Platanthera)—many are in bloom

now. Bog orchids, like all of our native orchids, rely on their below-ground fungal

associates (mycorrhizae), which interconnect the vegetative community. Without

Looking for orchids? Head to a bog.

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/massachusetts-wildlife-magazine
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mycorrhizae, the seeds of these plants cannot germinate. If disrupted while growing,

they will fail to thrive without their mycorrhizae to provide nutrients. Many of these species

will only produce leaves and flowers in years with suitable conditions

and survive underground as tubers or corms during the years in-between.

Only some Platanthera  actually grow in bogs. Many grow in damp areas with high

nutrient levels, including other types of wetlands and rich forests. Of those that do grow in

bogs, the most dramatic is the white-fringed bog orchid (Platanthera blephariglottis). This

spectacular plant has large flowers with frilly lower petals (in orchids, this is referred to as

the labellum) and is a good indicator that the peat bog mat on which it grows has

undergone minimal human disturbance. White-fringed bog orchids are pollinated by a

variety of bees, moths, and butterflies that have tongues long enough to reach the nectar

in the flower’s long spur.

Other types of bog orchids include the large purple-fringed orchid (Platanthera

grandiflora) and the small purple-fringed orchid (P. psycodes)—both are tall and showy.

Swallowtail butterflies are common pollinators for both plants. The club-spur orchid,

found statewide, is more cryptic and can be difficult to spot. It has a short, dense

inflorescence of yellow-green flowers. This orchid can self-pollinate, but a number of

pollinators have also been observed visiting the species.

A few bog orchids are listed under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act

(/service-details/ma-endangered-species-act-mesa-overview). Listed plants include the pale green

orchid (Platanthera flava var. herbiola), leafy white orchid (P. dilatata), crested fringed

orchid (P. cristata), and  orange-fringed orchid (P. ciliaris), which hasn’t been observed

since the 1970s and is now considered extirpated from the state ().

Several bog orchids are also on the Massachusetts Plant Watch List

(/service-details/plant-watch-list). MassWildlife's Natural Heritage and Endangered

Species Program is monitoring species on this list to learn more about their populations

within the state. Watch list bog orchids include:

Common name Scientific name

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/ma-endangered-species-act-mesa-overview
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/plant-watch-list
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Additional information about these species can be found at Native Plant Trust’s Go

Botany (https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/search/?q=Platanthera).

Despite the difficulties in surveying plants that do not show up every year, MassWildlife is

seeing an overall decline in Massachusetts orchids. If you see any of these plants while

exploring the state, please submit your observations through the Vernal Pool and Rare

Species information system (/how-to/report-rare-species-vernal-pool-observations). Your

observations help conserve the rarest species of Massachusetts!

White-fringed bog orchid Platanthera blephariglottis

North wind bog orchid Platanthera. aquilonis

Northern green orchid Platanthera. huronensis

Hooker’s orchid Platanthera. hookeri

Large round-leaved orchid Platanthera. macrophylla

Round-leaved orchid Platanthera. orbiculata

Contact

MassWildlife

Phone

(508) 389-6300 (tel:+15083896300)

8 a.m.– 4:30 p.m., M-F

https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/search/?q=Platanthera
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/report-rare-species-vernal-pool-observations
tel:+15083896300
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