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SELECTMEN'S REPORT. Gie��� app£o,piii'Oi\:ln bears to the 
valuation of the town. The expenditures of 
11, town like those of an individual should be 

The Selectmen beg leave to report that they regulated by its ability, and we believe the 
have examined the books of the Treasurer and Board of Education would excite a more healthy 

find them correct and - his charges properlj and beneficial emulation among the towns of 
the Commonwealth, by ·giving precedence - to 

vouched, thaw which raise the largest percentage upon 
The following statement will indicate.the con- their valuation fo,· the support of schools.

dition of the finances of the town on the first Not a single town above Plymouth, in the list 
referred to, would stand before he; in an ar-

day of February, 186l :� rangemcnt upon this principle. For instance, 
At the close of the year endingl!'ebruary 1st, Nahant raised in the ye,ir above mentioned, a 

1860, the Treasllrer was charged with little less than 1-4 of 1 per cent of its valu-
Uncollected 'l'axes $18,347.30 ation for school purposes. .Brookline, about 
Cash on hand 

· 859.98 1-8 of 1 per cent. West Roxbury, standing
and he has since been charged with third, about 1-7 of 1 per cent, Dorchester, 1 

the following sums: standing next, about 1-5, while Plymouth mis-
Old Colony Bank Dividends 350.00 ed 1-3 of l per cent. Let Plymouth appropri-
A-rmory rent received of State 90.00 ate for her schools up to the _.fullest measure 
Halfway Pond :fishery receipts 173.40 of her ability, but at that point it is her duty 

School Fund 263.63 to stop. The Selectmen believe she I.as passed 
Water rents 3,227.68 it, and shoulff

retrace her steps.
Military .Bounty 332.50. There are several balances remaining in the 
Market and Pasture.reno 40.50 Treasu.-y• upon which no drafts will be made 
Cash received from Liquor Agollt 100.00 during the ensuing year. Of these the Select-
Dog Fund 75.00 men recommend that the balance of the Beach 
Cash from Book Agent 137.09 appropriation $697.08, and the balance of the 
Hospital reimbursements 204.66 County building appropriation amounting to 
'fax hills for 18GO 32,932.08 $709.67, be placed to the credit of Roads and 
Taxes assessed in October lG.50 Bridges, and that the Dog Fun_d and Liquor 
Cashrec'dfrom'fowns onPau�r bills 49.79 Agency balances be carried to the contingent 
Temporary loan Pot Old Colon:, Bank 8,675.50 accouct. 

The Liquor Agent commenced business 
$65_,875.61 ruary 1st, 1860, with 

and he is credited with Liquor 
State '£ax 1,095.00 Cas{! 
County Tax 3,712.91 

$535.80 
66.46 

Y1Uents for Schools 12,684.35 1 $602.26 
" " Highways 3,616.47 He has paid to the town during " '-Almshouse 3,579.63 the year · 
" " !Iospitals- 1,487.18 And coinmencesFeb: 1, 1861 with 

Distribution among wiaowa 126.00 Liquor $423.88 
Assessors'.bills 468.02 

Sexton's sa ary· -.,, _ __,.,_, -----:.:.8R'.5�.'ro,o-+-�...a....U•ll§ 197.29 
'freasurer's sahuy 500.00 $621.l7 
Payments for Fire Departmeni 1,367.56 

----

Abatements . 1,444.53 
Discounts 144.87 
Herring money 280.82
Town debt 1,786.19 
Bmying Hill bills 46.51 
New roads 1,724.14 

Water Works and Scrip 5,739.62 
-Contingent expenses 2,073.64 

County Building appropriation 3.00 
Water suit expenses 609 .40 

Sheep payments 35.50 
Salary ofSup't ofvVater Works 350.00 
Taxes due of 1855 105.36 

" " " 1856 331.33 
" " " 1857 1,721.40. 

" " 1858 1,805,26 
" " " 1859 3.850,72 
" " " 1860 11,001 ,05 

Payment o( temporary loan 1,593.17 
Cash on hand and receipts and 

partial payments 2,506.98 

$65,875.61 
'£he balances of the several appropriations 

undrawn are as follows :-
Schools 
Widows 
Abatements 
Discount 
Herring money 
Town debt 
Burying Hill 
Liquor Agency 
Beach· 
Court Square 
County Buildings 

Superintendant of Water Works 
Water suits 
Dog fund 

1,991.62 
153.33 
213.27 
241.46 
329.02 

2,051.51 
379.26 
223.64 
697.08 

653.0� 
709.67 
50.00. 

Temporary Loan of State 
Te111porary Loan of Old Colony Baqk 

809.68 
294.75 

7,500.00 
8 ,675.50 

To meet the payment of the above 
balan ees are 

Uncollected taxes 
Cash receipts and partial payments 

$18,815.12 
2,506.98 

$21,322.10 
Thus it will be seen that if the a,bove balan

ces had at! been drawn from the Treasury a de
ficiency would have existed of $3,650.78 

The amount is made up as follows:-
Water Works overdrawn 784.08 
Highways " 740.87 
Almshouse 603.04 
Hospitals 349.03. 
New Roads 162.25 

Assessors " 45.02 
Fire Department " 376.85 
Contingent '' 589.64 

$3,650.78 
'l'he Town Debt remains the same as at the 

beg.inning of the Ia.st year, viz: $15,137.50, and 
is made up of the following items :-
Loan of Savinis Bank $6,337.50 

" " Ellis Barnes 1,100.00 
" "Stafford Sturtevant 1,700.00 

" F. C. Adams 1,000.00 
" " Commonwealth 5,000.00 

$15,137.50 
'l'be temporary loan in 1858 from tl�e Com

monwealth still exists of $7,500.00 
And the Treasurer has borrowed at the Old Col

ony Bank in anticipation of taxes $8,675.50 
This temporary loan is the result of tho present 

system of collecting taxes, acd wi!l be :nc1·case,I 
from year to year unless tl>nt system 1s changed. 
Under a new system, placiog more efficient means 
of collection in the hands of the Collector, it will~ 
be paid out of taxes already assessed without the 
necessity of a new appropriati@n. The Selectmen 
earnestly urge upon the Tax payers of the town 
the importan�e of this subject, and shall at the an
nual Town Meeting ,present such a plan for their 
consideration, as it is hoped will be the means of 
remedying the evil. The interest on the Town 
debt and Temporary Loan, amounting to $1 878 
78, must be provided for. In c ,nsequence of' th; 
non-payment of that portion of the Debt for which 
an appropriati?n '�'as mado last year, the s11m of 
$2051,51 remams rn the Treasury to the credit of 
this department. In the present depressed condi
tii:m of business, tho Selectmen believe that it is 
the desire of the 'l'_own to reduce as far as it is 
practicable the taxes for the ensuing year, and 
therefore recomplend that this balance be devoted 
to tj:ie pa) ment of interest upon the Debt and Loan 
and that no appropriation be made for the payment 
of any p6rtioa of the principal cforing the year. 

The deficiencies existing in scvernl of the de
partments arc owing, not so much to the large ex-• 
penditurc during the year, as to the payment of old 
bills which to an unusual extent have been pre
sented for �ettlement .. For_ instance, about eighteen 
1mndred dollars of these bills, some of them dating 
as far back as 1855, have been charged to Roads 
and Bridges, while only about the same amount 
has' been paid for tlie cnncnt expenses of this de
partment. 

The expenditqre for Schools during the year, 
has been as indicated in the list of payments by 
the Treasurer, $12,684.35 and a balance. remains 
to the credit of this department of $1.991.62. 
Fully impressed with the necessity of reducing 
the expenses of the Town, the Selectmen feel it 
their duty to urge a reduction of the appropri
ation for this department. They do not de-

Deducting liquor and cash at the 
bcginnin$. of the year from li
quor ana cash on hand, and 
payment1 to the town 

' 

we have I 
Uil, the profits of the year. 

In conclusion, the Selectmen,-in accordance 
with the requirements of law, would report that 
the guide bqards of the town are in good order. 

The Selectmen beg leave to recommend the 
following appropriations to defray the expenses 
of the town for the �nsuing year :-

Schools $9,500.00 
Roads • 1,500.00 
Hospitals 1,500.00 

Sexton 85.00 
Treasurer 500.00 

-Water Registrar 200.00 
Fire Department 1,200.00 
Contingent 900.00 
Almshouse 3,300.00 
Assessors 400 .00 
Discount 500.00 
New Roads 600.00 
·water Works 2,000.00 
Water suits 600.00 

$22,785.00 

,TOS. P. BROWN, Selectmen 
WM:. T. DAVIS 

� E. C. TURNER, of 
TI-IOS. B. SEARS, ' Plymouth. 
DA YID CLARK. 

Plymouth, March 14, 1861. 

sire -to impair the ·school system of the Town 
Qr lower· _it� stand�rd ?f education, but they 
are unw1llmg to believe that, under their 
present efficient m\f_p�gernent, our schools can
not be conducted, -with less btJrden upon our 
tu-payers, and ,�ith equal advantage to all 
concerned. In the.; last report of the Secreta
ry of toe Board o'i: Educa_tion, Plymouth stands 
the 26th town o_ri tJie hst of Towns arranged 
according to the :i.1ho_unts of the sums appro- . 
priated for ea.ch cluld, between the ages of 
five and fiftee,n. .Np,l!ant, ;which stands at the 
head of the list, a11propriated for the year 1859 
$1&65 fo:r Par.h r.l:i_1lcl-i--P.rnnklin�· ,/3 ,oo,,±, 
$18,27, and Ply1f!oi1th $7 ,90. 'l'hough· Ply
mouth stands so J1igh on the list, the differ
ence is great bet.ween bet· and the leading 
Towns. But this difference, so unfavorable to 
Plymouth in a list.based upon p�r capita ap- a 
propriation, is ent.i;rely cha.nged 1f the towns 
are arranged according to the proportion which 


