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MLAC

MLAC Hosts 34th Annual Meeting

On May 10, MLAC hosted its 34th Annual Meeting at the John Adams

Courthouse in Boston. Legal aid advocate, scholar, and Harvard Law
School Dean Martha Minow (pictured, left) delivered the keynote address
on the importance of legal aid in ensuring justice for all in Massachusetts
and around the country. MLAC honored Gerry Singsen for his decades of
services to legal aid and his work with the Massachusetts Access to
Justice Commission, and offered its congratulations to Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court Justice Geraldine Hines on her retirement from
the Court. Justice Hines remarked that she is retiring from the Court, but
not from the fight for access to justice.

Equal Justice Coalition

State Senate Approves Funding Increase for Civil Legal Aid

On May 25, with the unanimous adoption of Senator Cynthia Creem and Senator William Brownsberger’s
amendment to increase funding for civil legal aid, the Senate approved a total of $20 million for MLAC in
its FY18 budget, matching the amount approved by the House in April. The EJC will continue to advocate
for the legislature to maintain these recommendations as the budget is deliberated on by the Conference
Committee. To support the campaign for civil legal aid funding, sign up for action alerts
at www.equaljusticecoalition.org, follow the EJC on Twitter, and like the EJC Facebook page. You can also
learn how to talk to your legislator about legal aid in this podcast from the Boston Bar Association. 
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Know someone with a compelling legal aid story to share?

This spring, the Equal Justice Coalition is continuing the project it began
last year to show how legal aid can change the lives of low-income and
elderly residents. Online and through social
media, #LegalChangesLiveshighlights the stories of legal aid clients,
attorneys, and community members to educate the public about the
importance of legal aid, support the EJC’s budget campaign, and
demonstrate the many ways civil legal aid can help vulnerable people. If
you or someone you know has a story to share, please contact Catherine
Rizos at crizos@mlac.org.

Save the Date 

September 13: The Volunteer Lawyers Project and Senior Partners for Justice will celebrate their 40th
and 15th anniversaries, respectively, at the Boston Public Library Central Branch from 5-7pm. Registration
information to come soon.

October 24: Massachusetts Advocates for Children will host its annual Celebrating Voices gala at the
Sheraton Boston Hotel. Mark your calendars and stay tuned, this event sells out every year!

Advocacy & Program Updates

Updates from the Volunteer Lawyers Project

Bankruptcy Trainings: VLP and the Boston Bar Association Pro Bono Bankruptcy Law Section
Committee hosted a training for new bankruptcy attorneys to prepare them to take their first case with
VLP. The training covered the basics of representing a Chapter 7 debtor on a pro bono basis, including
pre-filing considerations and counseling, preparation of the petition, maximizing exemptions, the role of
the Chapter 7 trustee, and the 341 meeting of creditors. 

VLP also hosts monthly bankruptcy clinics to assist clients with obtaining their documents before referral to
a pro bono attorney. Clients enjoy the clinic because they can get questions answered and gain clarity on
the bankruptcy process. New volunteers have enjoyed the bite-size pro bono opportunity and the
opportunity to learn more about bankruptcy practice.  
  
Wage and Hour Clinic: Since November 2016, VLP has partnered with the Fair Labor Division of the
Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office to assist exploited workers at a Wage and Hour Clinic hosted by
Suffolk Law School. The monthly clinics provide legal consultation, education, and outreach to workers
who have first contacted the AGO and been issued a private right of action letter. VLP also screens clients
at the clinic for full representation referrals to our volunteer Employment Law Panel. The clinic is
conveniently held after work hours and has been successful in assisting numerous workers with
information, counsel, and representation. Other community partners that staff the clinic include Greater
Boston Legal Services, Harvard Legal Aid Bureau, Justice at Work, Lawyers for Affordable Justice, Suffolk
University Law School’s Accelerator Practice, Brazilian Worker Center, Brazilian Women’s Group, Chelsea
Collaborative, Chinese Progressive Association, and Metrowest Worker Center. For further information
about the clinic, visit the VLP website.
 
Housing Court Lawyer for the Day Clinic: VLP staffs the Lawyer for the Day Clinic at the Boston
Housing Court every Wednesday and Thursday. With a team of pro bono volunteer attorneys, VLP is able
to assist both low-income tenants and low-income landlords at the clinic. VLP’s assistance includes advice
and counsel, assistance with drafting pleadings and filling out forms, assistance in mediation, and
representation in front of the court. VLP prioritizes litigants that have hearings that same day, but is also
able to advise and assist people that have general questions about their housing concerns. As Thursdays
have more cases scheduled, the Thursday clinic is further staffed by Greater Boston Legal Services,
Harvard Legal Aid Bureau, and The Legal Services Center of Harvard Law School. For more information
about the clinic, visit the VLP website.

Improving Racial Equity at Boston’s Exam Schools
 
Massachusetts Advocates for Children has been a leader in the coalition of advocacy and civil rights groups
working to address racial disparities at Boston’s exam schools. Kim Janey, who heads the Boston School
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Reform project for MAC, is quoted in a Boston Globe story announcing the release of a new report by the
coalition. The report, entitled “A Broken Mirror,” reveals that admissions data for Boston’s incoming
exam school classes show that the troubling trend of under-enrollment of African American and Latino
students continues in Boston’s exam schools, particularly at Boston Latin School.

The coalition will hold a series of open forums across Boston to review these data and determine what
alternatives hold the most promise for improving racial diversity in Boston’s exam schools. The coalition is
calling for Boston Public Schools to immediately intensify its review of exam school admissions so that the
city can properly value racial diversity for the next incoming exam school class.
 
Community Legal Aid Wins Appeal in Custody Case

On a successful appeal handled by Tina Paradiso, supervisor of CLA’s Family Law Unit, the Appeals
Court vacated a Probate and Family Court judgment that had awarded full legal and physical custody to
the father after a divorce trial. The Appeals Court agreed with Paradiso's argument that the trial court had
based its decision on a variety of improper factors, including the mother’s sexual history, her lack of
religious affiliation, and the wealth and education of the father’s parents, with whom the father was
living. The Appeals Court vacated the judgment and remanded the case to the trial court for further
proceedings.

Free Resources from NCLC
 
Legal Analysis

NCLC Digital Library article: Fannie, Freddie create new mortgage loan modification program, May
2017
NCLC Digital Library article examining the implications of the Supreme Court's decision in Midland
Funding LLC v. Johnson, that a collector filing a bankruptcy proof of claim on a time-barred debt is
not a Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA) violation.
NCLC Digital Library article: On the FDCPA’s application to the IRS’ new private debt collectors,
May 2017
NCLC Digital Library article: New CFPB report details problems uncovered by exams at the Big
Three consumer reporting companies, as well as reforms these companies must implement, March
2017
NCLC Digital Library article: Where a defendant requires arbitration but refuses to pay for it,
consumers can proceed with the arbitration and move the case back to court if the defendant
breaches its arbitration obligations by failing to pay, March 2017

Reports & Issue Briefs

Report: Pushed into Poverty: How Student Loan Collections Threaten the Financial Security of
Older Americans, May 2017
Issue brief on a new law intended to make wage garnishment laws more uniform around the
country, April 2017.  Related: Model consumer amendments to the Uniform Wage Garnishment
Act.
Issue brief: Congress should not block the CFPB’s rule giving prepaid accounts the same basic
fraud protections that cover debit cards, April 2017
Issue brief: Congress should not block protections for employee payroll cards, April 2017
Issue brief: Policy recommendations for a strong state law on land installment contracts, April 2017
Report: Big Changes Burden Taxpayers: New Law Delays Refunds, Drives Demand for Loans;
Immigrant Taxpayers Face Challenges, March 2017

Take Action micro website: NCLC’s new dynamic web content encourages civic involvement to
advance consumer and economic justice rights. The site includes specific engagement campaigns to
encourage Congress to save civil legal aid funding, save the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, stop
robocalls and strengthen the Telephone Consumer Protection Act, and more. Campaigns will be updated
regularly so visit often. Individuals may also sign up for Action Alerts.
 
New guidebook for domestic violence attorneys and advocates: The Center for Survivor Agency &
Justice has released a guidebook on Consumer & Economic Civil Legal Advocacy for Survivors. This
comprehensive and survivor-centered guide for domestic violence attorneys and legal advocates includes
chapters written by two NCLC attorneys: Persis Yu (on navigating student loan solutions for survivors) and
Sarah Bolling Mancini (on bankruptcy and alternatives for survivors). Note: The guide is currently free for
a limited time but advocates will need to fill out a short form to download.
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Event Recap

MetroWest Legal Services Hosts Pro Bono Open House
 

After an overwhelming response to a call-to-action from the local legal community, MetroWest Legal
Services hosted a Pro Bono Open House on March 2 at the Fountain Street Fine Art Gallery. The event
attracted both new and current volunteers to learn about the many pro bono opportunities available at
MetroWest Legal Services. Special thanks to event photographer Stan Rowin. 

The Disability Law Center Honors Frederick Wiseman

On May 2, The Disability Law Center honored Frederick Wiseman with the Impact Award
for his work on documentaries that have focused attention on the daily struggles faced by
people with disabilities and the poor, whether they are in institutions of living in the
community without access to resources and services. This year marked the 50th
anniversary of the 1967 documentary ‘Titicut Follies’ that highlighted the cruel treatment
of the patient-inmates at Bridgewater State Hospital. All proceeds from this event will go
towards DLC’s monitoring efforts at Bridgewater State Hospital that, while still overseen
by the Department of Corrections, was recently placed under the management of Correct

Care Solutions.

Massachusetts Advocates for Children Second Annual Meeting of the Minds Forum

On May 8, over 150 leaders and advocates in the fields of advocacy, autism, and technology met in
Cambridge for MAC's Meeting of the Minds Forum. The forum featured Dr. Ann M. Graybiel, Principal
Investigator at MIT’s McGovern Institute for Brain Research, as the keynote speaker. Dr. Graybiel spoke
on the applicability of her brain research on habit formation to autism and possible behavior interventions
and therapies. A robust question and answer session after Dr. Graybiel’s talk helped start a conversation
about the applicability of the science to attendees’ work and areas of interest.

MAC Honored for Work with Children with Disabilities

Neuropsychology and Education Services for Children and Adolescents (NESCA) recently hosted a "friend-
raiser" for MAC aimed at building grass roots awareness and support for MAC’s multi-pronged efforts to
advocate for educational equity for children and families at both a systemic and individual level. Speaker
Robert Crabtree highlighted MAC’s role in creating existing Massachusetts state laws that safeguard
protections for children with special needs and praised MAC for their “vigilance and detailed monitoring”
in enforcing these laws. MAC recently produced a handout with five action steps for protecting rights and
services for children with disabilities.
 

People

MetroWest Legal Services welcomes attorney Amanda Petrakis. Amanda is splitting her time between
family law and immigration law. Amanda served as an articling student for Legal Aid in Montreal, Canada,
where she represented clients in a variety of different substantive areas, including family, housing, and
involuntary commitment.

John "Buz" Busbin, a longtime advocate in Community Legal Aid’s Springfield office, recently retired
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after 44 years of service. He was the first paralegal hired by Western Massachusetts Legal Services, where
he worked in the family law and housing units. Buz has always been a generous mentor to his colleagues,
who learned a great deal from him. A Vietnam veteran, Buz had a particular affinity with the veterans who
sought his help, and worked for many years on several elder grants in Western Massachusetts. He was a
faithful presence in the Springfield session of the Housing Court, where he devoted his Thursdays to
helping tenants facing eviction. Meredith Palmer joined CLA as a family law attorney in Springfield.
Meredith previously worked at the Children’s Law Center in Brooklyn. Katrina Conley, a Lieutenant
Commander in the U.S. Navy Reserve, will be leading CLA’s new veterans project, funded by the
Massachusetts Attorney General. Donna Richardson joined CLA as its new program-wide office
manager. Jane Edmonstone was promoted to the position of senior supervising attorney for CLA's
Housing Unit, after working for several years in the Worcester office as a staff attorney and a coordinating
attorney. Karen Cole joined the Central West Justice Center's immigration unit in Springfield. Karen is a
resident of Berkshire County and has worked with unaccompanied minors during the last few years at
KIND.

Massachusetts Advocates for Children is pleased to welcome Lilia Melikechi as
Development & Communications Associate. Prior to joining MAC, Lilia worked for
United Cerebral Palsy of Delaware, where she wrote A Camp for Everyone: A
Guide to Including Children of All Abilities in Summer Camp Programs. Most
recently, she served as Assistant Director of Youth and Family Services at United
Cerebral Palsy of Mobile in Alabama, where she was the lead on the website and
social media accounts for Camp SMILE, a summer camp for children and adults
with disabilities. 

Awards & Recognition

Community Legal Aid Executive Director Jonathan Mannina is this year’s recipient of the Massachusetts
Bar Association’s Community Service Award for Worcester County. The award honors attorneys who have
made public service contributions to their communities. In his presentation speech, MBA President Jeffrey
Catalano told the audience of Mannina's leadership of CLA as well as his involvement in local youth sports
and his service on the Access to Justice Commission, the Supreme Judicial Court's Pro Bono Committee,
the City of Worcester’s Community Development Block Grant Advisory Board, the Massachusetts
Commission Against Discrimination’s Advisory Board, and several other boards and task forces.

Anne Mackin, an attorney in Greater Boston Legal Services' Immigration Unit, was recently awarded the
John G. Brooks Legal Services Award by the Boston Bar Association. Said the BBA, "From her steadfast
dedication to clients to her generous mentorship of colleagues, Mackin exemplifies all that the Boston Bar
looks to honor in the legal profession—dedication to excellence, commitment to public service, and the
celebration of diversity. Her work representing immigrant children in Massachusetts is more important
than ever, and we salute her perseverance in helping those most in need.”

Manisha Bhatt, a family law attorney at GBLS, was recently named woman of the year by India New
England News. Bhatt was honored for her service to survivors of domestic violence as well as her outreach
to the South Asian community through "Know Your Rights" trainings. 

Three legal services attorneys were recently honored by the Massachusetts Bar Association at its annual
dinner. CLA staff attorney Weayonnoh Nelson-Davies and Children's Law Center attorney Claire
Valentin were both honored with the Rising Star Award, which is given to a public interest attorney who
has made a significant and meaningful contribution to access to justice for underserved populations.
Nelson-Davies' award recognizes her outstanding work on behalf of her clients and her leadership of
CLA’s Medical-Legal Partnership with UMass Memorial Medical Center. Valentin's award recognizes her
work on behalf of unaccompanied immigrant children from Central America and her efforts on CLCM's
Special Immigrant Juvenile Project. Brian Flynn, managing attorney of GBLS' Asian
Outreach/Employment Unit, received the MBA's 2017 Legal Services Award. Flynn was described by the
MBA as a leading voice for welfare and employment advocacy for some of the state's most vulnerable
populations. To learn more about the awardees and listen to interviews with all three, visit the Mass Bar
website. In addition to the Legal Services Award, Flynn was recently honored by the Massachusetts
Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild with the Rob Doyle Award, named in honor of the chapter's co-
founder.

Media Highlights

These are just a few highlights of recent media coverage. For a full list, visit the News sectionof
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the MLAC website.  

Framingham Groups Explore Immigrant Rights (MetroWest Daily News) 
New federal immigration policies have caused a surge in people seeking information on their legal rights.
Thanks to increased collaboration between community partners including schools, legal aid programs, and
churches, more people have been able to receive information and help.

Legal Aid Funding Is Not “Wasted Money” (Boston Bar Journal)
Boston Bar Association president Carol Starkey details the economic benefits of funding civil legal aid.

AmeriCorps volunteers provide critically needed civil legal services (Cambridge Chronicle)
Ellen Shachter, a housing and benefits attorney at the Cambridge office of Greater Boston Legal Services,
shares how the AmeriCorps Legal Advocates of Massachusetts program has increased the capacity of legal
aid programs and provided vital training to new attorneys and others interested in public service.   

The Law, Lawyers, And The Courts: The First Line Of Defense Against Donald Trump (WGBH News)
MLAC Executive Director Lonnie Powers describes how attorneys and the court system have provided the
strongest resistance to new policies that threaten the safety of immigrants and low-income people
nationwide.  

Community Legal Services and Counseling Center: A Hub for Justice and Healing
John Carroll, a partner at Meehan, Boyle, Black, and Bogdanow and former chair of the Equal Justice
Coalition, outlines the history and current work of Community Legal Services and Counseling Center.

People Pages

CLICK HERE to print "People Pages," an alphabetical directory of Massachusetts Legal Services staff
members and their contact information.  (Note: You must log in to MassLegalServices.org to access this
list.)  You can also look up staff individually by last name using the search function on
MassLegalServices.org.
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