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Highlights in this issue...

Welfare family cap is finally lifted in Massachusetts
CWJC’s SJC win & other advocacy news
Assistant Attorney General April English shares her expertise on Hiring for Diversity
MAC releases new video series on Special Education Rights

MLAC publishes updated legal aid organization map and
contacts

View a PDF of the map here.
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The Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation hosted “Hiring for
Diversity: Best Practices for the Successful Recruitment, Hiring, and
Retention of Attorneys of Color” on May 15. This event reaffirmed
MLAC’s commitment to encouraging the organizations it funds to
hire staff members from racially diverse backgrounds. It also
provided practical advice on how to promote equity in the hiring
process and retain more attorneys of color—who were
disproportionately laid off during the legal aid staffing cuts of the
recession of 2008-2009 and who continue to face racial injustice
across the broader legal industry.
 
Guest speaker April English—Assistant Attorney General and Chief of Organization, Development, and
Diversity with the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office—spoke to leaders from legal aid organizations
across the state about assessing candidates with the right skills, knowledge, and abilities for the job, and
limiting bias during the interview, hiring, and onboarding processes. From left: Bria Gambrell, MLAC DEI
intern; Lynne Parker, MLAC executive director; April English, Assistant Attorney General; and Tonysha
Taylor, MLAC director of diversity, equity, and inclusion.

 

FY20 Funding for Legal Aid

This spring, the Massachusetts House of Representatives and Senate have each included a funding
increase for civil legal aid in their FY20 budgets for the Commonwealth—for totals of $23.5 million and $24
million for legal aid, respectively. This represents significant progress in the campaign to increase funding
for civil legal aid, but there is more work to do before the budget season ends. A conference committee of
three representatives and three senators will now reconcile the two budgets.

The Equal Justice Coalition is working with many stakeholders to urge the committee to maintain the $24
million for legal aid that the senate unanimously approved. Please continue to support the budget
campaign by speaking with legislators directly and by participating in EJC action alerts in the coming
weeks. The easiest way to do that is to follow this link.

Legal Aid in the News & other Advocacy Updates

Lift the Cap on Kids
 
In April, the Massachusetts legislature voted to override
Governor Baker’s veto and lift the cap on welfare benefits for
families with children. The old law, in place since the 1990s,
prevented parents from receiving additional benefits for children
conceived while on welfare. A coalition led by
the Massachusetts Law Reform Institute and Greater
Boston Legal Services successfully repealed the cap in just
two legislative cycles. This will benefit the families of an
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estimated 8,700 children in Massachusetts.

MAC releases video series on special education rights,
outlines legislative priorities 
The series is particularly geared towards families who are recent
immigrants or have limited English proficiency who may find
navigating the special education process especially challenging.
Available in both Spanish and English. Massachusetts Advocates
for Children thanks the Massachusetts Law Reform Institute for
its generous support in funding this project.

MAC is also advocating for several legislative and budget priorities during this year’s legislative session.
Legislative initiatives include creating higher education opportunities for students with autism and other
developmental disabilities, improving standards for certified language interpreters in educational settings,
and other priorities related to educational equity. Learn more about MAC’s priority
legislation and fundingareas.

Northeast Legal Aid Launches New Clinics and Projects
Northeast Legal Aid’s Immigration Unit recently launched two new clinics with the New England Justice
for our Neighbors Program.  These clinics offer free legal assistance to immigrant residents, specifically
unaccompanied immigrant youth, in and around Lawrence and Lowell.

On April 29th, in collaboration with the Massachusetts Bar Association, the Lawrence Bar Association, and

Greater Boston Legal Services, Northeast Legal Aid’s Susan Malouin trained attorneys on criminal
record sealing and expungement at the Lawrence courthouse.  The training focused on enabling local
attorneys to represent clients seeking to seal their records in order to break the cycle of poverty and
unemployment.

NLA also launched the Lawrence Housing Stabilization Pilot, which seeks to connect with tenants and
landlords when problems first arise, rather than when an eviction proceeding is already underway, by
coordinating delivery of appropriate services.  If advocates intervene before a “summary process”
eviction case is filed, and before the landlord and tenant begin to see each other as adversaries, more
tenancies can be preserved. The pilot contemplates a housing stabilization center where a landlord and
tenant would attempt to stabilize a tenancy and avoid the need for court intervention. 
 
Storytelling Focus at MCLE Legal Services Conference 
On May 20, MCLE New England hosted the 7th Annual Legal Services

Conference in Boston, featuring Boston City Councilor Lydia Edwards
as the keynote speaker. Legal aid clients discussed the power and
challenges of sharing their own stories, a panel of journalists who
cover legal aid-related issues shared insight and strategies for
approaching the media, and breakout sessions provided other tools
for advocates to consider. Videos from the conference are available
through MCLE. From left: Jacquelynne Bowman, executive director
of Greater Boston Legal Services; Lydia Edwards, Boston City Councilor and former legal aid attorney; and
Georgia Katsoulomitis, executive director of Massachusetts Law Reform Institute.

CLA's Central West Justice Center wins workers’ rights case in SJC
Attorneys from Community Legal Aid's wholly owned subsidiary Central West Justice Center won an
important victory for workers’ rights in front of the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court. On Friday,
March 15, 2019, the SJC ruled in favor of the plaintiffs in the case Arias-Villano v. Chang & Sons
Enterprises, Inc. CWJC Attorney Claudia Quintero sat down with Connecting Point host Ray Hershel to
explain the implications of the ruling in favor of paying farm employees overtime.

Veteran Avoids Foreclosure Thanks to Partnership Between CLA & VA
Thanks to a generous grant from United Way of Hampshire County, Community Legal Aid started the first
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ever veterans-specific Medical-Legal Partnership in Massachusetts. With this new collaboration, CLA
attorneys take referrals from staff at Northampton VA Medical Center to help address veterans' health-
harming legal needs.
 
Stay up-to-date on legal aid news on the MLAC website!
Recent headlines include:
Greater Boston Legal Services’ new online interview form improves access to justice
Community Legal Aid’s Central West Justice Center recognized for Excellence in Legal Services
 

Save the Date

Community Legal Aid Fitchburg Office Open House at 515 Main Street, on June 12, 2019 from
4:30pm-7pm. Special guests scheduled to attend include Fitchburg Mayor Stephen DiNatale and State
Representative Natalie Higgins.
 

MetroWest Legal Services hosts its 22nd Annual Nancy King
Memorial Golf Tournament on June 17 at the Charter Oak
Country Club in Hudson. After the golf tournament, enjoy a
dinner and live and silent auction. Learn more and register on
the MWLS website.

Disrupting Cycles of Inequity: Expanding Racial Equity in the
Legal Profession – July 18, 2019 from 9:30am to
4:30PM. For more information please contact Bria
Gambrell bgambrell@mlac.org and stay tuned to the MLAC
website for updates.
 
Massachusetts Advocates for Children’s
50th Anniversary celebration: Celebrating Our
History, Shaping Our Future! Friday, November
1 from 6-9pm at the Renaissance Boston
Waterfront Hotel. For information about donor
and ticket levels, contact Chris Farris
at cfarris@mpwi.org or 617-267-8862.

November 14-17, NCLC will once again host
the Consumer Rights Litigation Conference,
at the Sheraton Boston Hotel in Back Bay. During
the conference NCLC will gather 1,000 of the nation's leading champions of economic justice and
consumer rights to celebrate its 50th Anniversary. Registration for both will begin mid-June along with
scholarship applications for those who need additional support in order to attend.
 

Racial Equity in Special Ed Event

Massachusetts Advocates for Children and the
Collaborative Parent Leadership Action Network (CPLAN)
co-hosted and co-organized a community discussion on
April 18 titled Race, Equity, & Discipline: Rethinking How
We Educate Students of Color. Lisa Brown, Director of
MAC’s Racial Equity and Access Project (REAP) joined
advocates and community members as they explored the
intersection of discipline and racial equity for special
education, English learner, and talented and gifted
students of color.

Pictured (left to right): Dr. Kim Parker, Angel Cosme,
Adriana Raines, Elizabeth McIntyre, Donkor Issa Minors, Lisa Brown. Photo credit: Avni Kacker
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Joining the Volunteer Lawyers Project, are: Sarah H. Lee, staff attorney; Victor Rivera Colon,Legal
Advocate; Ilana Zeltser, Finance and Operations Assistant; Will Bean, Technology Project
Coordinator; Hardy Jean, Legal Advocate; and Marisa Vidal, Administrative Coordinator.

Iris Coloma Gaines (right) joins the Massachusetts Law Reform Institute as
the new Statewide Language Access Attorney.

As Northeast Legal Aid continues to expand, there have been several new staff
additions: Catherine Karuga-Ndvido joined the Elder Law Unit where she
advocates for the needs of low-income older adults; Julia Mason joined NLA’s
Housing Unit, and runs the Lawyer for the Day Program; and Leila Gray, joined
the Family Law Unit under the Civil Legal Aid for Victims of Crime project. 
Finally, Jen Keegan joined NLA as the Managing Attorney for Development.

Community Legal Aid welcomed attorney Rebecca Bodner to the new medical-legal partnership with
Baystate Health out of CLA’s Springfield office. Kimberly Ortega is the newest member of the support
staff team at the Worcester Office. Alexandra Smith also started in Worcester and assists the Human
Resources and Finance departments.
 
Andrea Bopp Stark (right) joined the National Consumer Law Center as a staff
attorney in May.

Massachusetts Advocates for Children is conducting a search for its next Executive
Director. Since 2003, MAC has been led by Jerry Mogul, who will retire from MAC
upon the hiring of the next Executive Director. Click here for more information and
please spread the word!

IN MEMORIAM:
Jack Ward, the longtime director of Finance and Development at Greater Boston Legal Services,
passed away on June 3 at the age of 72. He was greatly admired throughout the legal aid community and
mentored development and fundraising staff from around the country, even after his retirement. He was a
member of the GBLS corporation.  Relatives and friends are invited to attend Jack's Funeral Mass on
Saturday, June 8, 2019 at 11 A.M. in St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 97 South St. Jamaica Plain. Visiting
hours will be held on Friday, June 7, 2019 from 3 to 7 P.M. in The Carr Funeral Home, 220 Bunker Hill St.
Charlestown.

Awards

Several legal aid attorneys have recently been honored for their work. Congratulations to all!
 
The Massachusetts Bar Association honored three civil
legal aid attorneys with access to justice awards.Judith
Liben (right, with MBA President Christopher
Kenney) of the Massachusetts Law Reform Institute
received a Lifetime Achievement Award.  Central
West Justice Center Staff Attorney Gina Plata-
Nino received the MBA Rising Star Award, and Luz
Arévalo of Greater Boston Legal Services received
the Legal Services Award.

The Women’s Bar Association of Massachusetts
elected Community Legal Aid Family Law
Attorney Julie Dick, as its Central Massachusetts
Regional Director.
 
Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly selected Gordon P. Shaw, director of Client Access at CLA, as the
recipient of the 2019 Pro Bono Excellence in the Law Award. MLW also honored Greater Boston Legal
Services Attorney and MLAC Racial Justice Fellow Janette Ekanem in the Up & Coming
Lawyers category.  Janette was selected for her work in developing worker coops and her project to
begin a discrimination practice representing immigrant women in workplace sexual harassment cases.
 
Greater Boston Legal Services Senior Attorney Bethany Li, Asian Outreach/Employment Law Unit,
and GBLS Board member Peggy Ho, LPL Financial executive vice president, were honored by Get
Konnected! on April 30 as two of Boston’s 50 Most Influential Attorneys of Color in Greater Boston.  Get
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Konnected! is an inclusive business network in Boston.
 
Boston Housing Authority’s Resident Empowerment Coalition honored Greater Boston Legal
ServicesLead Attorney Mac McCreight for decades of strong legal advocacy at an event held on
February 23.  
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