NEWS & NOTES
A Publication of the MWRA Advisory Board
July 2019

Sewer Rate Relief Fund
Kept Alive in Final FY20 State Budget

The FY20 State budget includes $1.1 million to fund the Commonwealth Sewer Rate
Relief Fund (also known as Debt Service Assistance). The Advisory Board thanks
Governor Baker, the House, and the Senate for their continued support for ratepayers.

As is the policy and practice of the MWRA and Advisory Board, the funds, once in the
door, will be used to offset the following fiscal year’s assessments. The MWRA share
of the FY19 line item was $895,235, and was directly used to offset FY20
assessments.

Proposed Extension for CSO Variances
For the Charles, Mystic, and Alewife Brook

This past month, MassDEP held a hearing for public comment on the proposed
extensions on the MWRA’s CSO discharges to the Lower Charles/Charles Basin and
Alewife Brook/Upper Mystic River. Set to expire at the end of August 2019, the current
variances would be extended to August 2024 if approved. Extending the variances
allows MWRA to continue implementing its court-ordered CSO performance
assessment as part of the Long Term Control Plan (LTCP). Activities include flow
metering, hydraulic modeling, analysis of rainfall, and water quality impact
assessments. The information will be used to evaluate whether MWRA is meeting the
LTCP objectives in its level of CSO control. The assessment also informs how
remaining CSO discharges contribute to violations of water quality standards, namely
those for bacteria.
The Advisory Board supports the extension of the variances to 2024. Ratepayers’
nearly $1 billion investment in CSO improvements have allowed the Authority to
complete all major CSO milestones, and the extended period further lets MWRA
continue its commitment to improving water quality. Comments submitted by the
Advisory Board can be read here, along with MWRA’s comments here.

Reminder: Sign Up for the August 22 Field
Trip!
Less than One Month Away

Already 70 people have signed up for this year's field trip on Thursday, August 22. If
you haven’t yet, sign up today. Join us at Deer Island for coffee and pastries before
we kick off the morning with presentations on CSO improvement projects. A guided
cruise of Boston Harbor will follow, going over progress in water quality as a result of
the Boston Harbor Case. We’ll return to Deer Island for a barbeque lunch, with optional
tours of renewable energy available. A detailed itinerary is available here. We hope to
see you on the 22nd!

Board of Directors Meeting Highlights

Braintree Pump Station Parallels Massport Issue

In their July 2019 meeting, the MWRA Board of Directors approved a Memorandum
of Agreement with the Town of Braintree for MWRA's use of the Town’s Howard Street
Pump Station. The Agreement provided payment for past and future operations and
maintenance costs and capital improvements. The last MOA had expired in 2003 and
the Authority had not been invoiced for pump station use since then. Discussions over
a new agreement were recently commenced by Braintree amid the Town’s
rehabilitation project to the pump station. Using metered flow data and capital
assessments, the MWRA and Braintree were able to calculate an appropriate value for
Authority use of the facility over the past 16 years and establish a method for
calculating use in the future.
Board Member Andrew Pappastergion expressed concern with the Authority’s
eagerness to calculate a fair usage value with Braintree while the unfair costs
associated with maintaining an MWRA pump station continue to accumulate. Mr.
Pappastergion explained that “it’s good that we’re satisfying our obligations and paying
for services at someone else’s pump station, but now it’s time to look into our own
pump stations and any users who may not be paying for our services.” He went on to

point out that the Wiggins Pump Station, which services the Massport’s Conley
Terminal, is operated and maintained solely at the expense of the MWRA despite the
fact that it only serves non-MWRA entities. Mr. Pappastergion advised that using the
precedent set with the new Braintree MOA, the Authority needs to evaluate its own
pump stations and address anyone who may be getting a “free ride.”

Upcoming Events
For the Month of August
August 22 | 8:00 AM
Annual Advisory Board Field Trip (meets at Deer Island)

No MWRA Advisory Board meeting or MWRA Board of Directors meeting in
August

Visit web site

Connect with us!

MWRA Advisory Board | 617-788-2050 | mwra.ab@mwraadvisoryboard.com

MWRA Advisory Board · 100 1st Ave Bldg 39 · 4th Floor · Boston, MA 02129-2043 · USA

