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In response to public concern related to coyote hunting contests sponsored by private

entities, MassWildlife and the Fisheries and Wildlife Board conducted a review of policies

and regulations associated with coyote hunting and contests. To gather public feedback,

MassWildlife held 4 listening sessions from April through June in Barnstable, Shelburne

Falls, Westford, and Bourne. Phone calls, letters, and emails from the public were also

reviewed and factored into MassWildlife’s analysis and review. In addition to gathering

input from stakeholders, MassWildlife professionals considered the best available science

and consulted with wildlife professionals from other state agencies.

On July 17, MassWildlife staff made a regulatory recommendation to the Fisheries and

Wildlife Board based on this comprehensive review. The recommendation addresses

public concerns that these hunting contests are unethical, contribute to the waste of

animals, and incentivize indiscriminant killing of wildlife, inconsistent with the North

American Model of Wildlife Conservation. Further, recognizing that public controversy over

this issue has the potential to threaten predator hunting and undermine public support for

hunting in general, MassWildlife recommended the following regulatory changes:

Prohibit hunting contests for predators and furbearers.

Prohibit “wanton waste” of all wildlife taken during regulated hunting and trapping

seasons.

Change harvest reporting requirements for fox and coyote to be reported within 48

hours, consistent with current reporting requirements for deer, turkey, and bear.

The Fisheries and Wildlife Board voted to hold a public hearing on MassWildlife’s

recommendations. Details about the public hearing and proposed regulatory language will

be available soon on Mass.gov/MassWildlife-Public-Hearings

(/service-details/fisheries-and-wildlife-board-public-hearings).

Fulfills one of MassWildlife’s core functions to develop and maintain hunting, fishing,

and trapping opportunities in Massachusetts.

Addresses public concern that certain contests contribute to the waste of animals.

This proposal:

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/fisheries-and-wildlife-board-public-hearings


Recognizes and addresses that public controversy over this issue has the potential to

threaten predator hunting.

Discourages the waste of wildlife and reinforces a core principle and expectation that

all animals taken during the regulated seasons are utilized to the greatest extent

possible, as taught in Hunter Education.

Recognizes that coyotes and other furbearers are managed as a valuable natural

resource.

Does not reduce opportunity for hunting coyotes or other furbearers. 

A predator or furbearer contest is where participants compete for prizes of cash value

or other inducements in the capture or take of predatory or furbearing animals.

It shall be unlawful for any person to organize, sponsor, promote, conduct, or

participate in a contest for take of coyote, bobcat, red fox, gray fox, weasels, mink,

skunk, river otter, muskrat, beaver, fisher, raccoon, and opossum. (Animals regulated

under 321 CMR 3.02(3) or 3.02(5)(b)(2, 5-11)).

“Waste” means to intentionally or knowingly leave a wounded or dead animal or bird

in the field or the forest without making a reasonable effort to retrieve and use it. 

It is unlawful for any person while hunting or trapping in accordance with 321 CMR

3.02 to waste an animal or bird. Each retrieved animal or bird shall be retained or

transferred to another until processed or used for food, fur, feathers, or taxidermy.

The draft waste regulation does not apply to:

Animals “unfit for consumption or use” – animals or birds and their parts that are

damaged, destroyed, decayed, rotting, diseased, or infected.

Defense of people or property (M.G.L. Ch. 131 Sec 37).

Summary of proposed changes

Prohibition on contests for predators and furbearers

Prohibition of wanton waste



Problem wildlife, such as Beaver Emergency Permitting (321 CMR 2.08) and

Problem Animal Control (321 CMR 2.14).

Certain animals listed in M.G.L. c. 131 Sec. 5: English sparrow, starling, crow,

chipmunk, flying squirrel, red squirrel, porcupine, skunk, weasel, or woodchuck.

Wounded or dead animals that cannot be retrieved after a reasonable effort has

been made.

Fox and coyote shall be checked within 48 hours of harvest, consistent with deer, bear,

and turkey requirements. Fox and coyote may be checked online or in person.

Q: Have other states banned similar contests?

A: Yes. Since 2014, California, Arizona, Vermont, and New Mexico have banned coyote,

predator, or furbearer contests. New York and Oregon are currently contemplating laws on

this matter.

Q: Are hunting contests or coyote hunting regulations threatening the current coyote

populations?

A: Coyote populations are stable, healthy, and abundant. MassWildlife estimates the

statewide population of coyotes is between 9,500 and 11,500 animals. Over the past 10

years, the annual coyote harvest has ranged from 400 and 750—less than 10% of the

statewide population. Due to the coyote’s unique reproductive biology, it would take an

annual 70% harvest to reduce coyote populations. The current harvest from coyote

hunting does not reduce the coyote population.

Q: Coyotes kill deer; shouldn’t coyote populations be controlled in order to maintain the

deer population in the state?

Change harvest reporting requirements for fox and coyote

FAQs



A: With a historic high of 95,000 deer estimated in Massachusetts combined with recent

record deer harvests, deer populations are thriving despite the presence of coyotes. Recent

research shows that coyote predation on fawns and adult deer does not impact deer

populations. Annually, biologists estimate that coyotes kill about 20–30% of fawns.

Scientific studies have shown that fawn survival rates are similar with or without coyote

predation. Coyotes rarely kill adult deer and in Massachusetts, adult doe survival rates are

very high. High adult female survival translates into more fawns produced over a number

of years, contributing to a flourishing statewide population.

Youth Deer Hunt Day (/service-details/youth-deer-hunt-day): Sept. 28

Paraplegic hunt (/service-details/deer-hunt-for-paraplegic-hunters): Oct. 31–Nov. 2

Archery season zones 10–14: Oct. 7–Nov. 30

Archery season zones 1–9: Oct. 21–Nov. 30

Shotgun season: Dec. 2–Dec. 14

Primitive firearms season: Dec. 16–Dec. 31

All dates inclusive. Hunting is prohibited on Sundays.

If you applied for an Antlerless Deer Permit by the July 16 deadline, you then must check

back after August 1 to find out if you have been awarded the ability to purchase the

permit. The award period begins August 1st at 8 a.m. and ends on December 31. Your odds

of being awarded a permit are the same regardless of when you check your permit status.

You can check the status of your permit through MassFishHunt, or by visiting

a MassWildlife office or license agent location (/service-details/massfishhunt-license-agent-map).

A $5 fee is charged only if you are awarded a permit.

Deer hunting information and reminders

2019 Deer Hunting Seasons

Antlerless Deer Permit instant award period begins August 1

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/youth-deer-hunt-day
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/deer-hunt-for-paraplegic-hunters
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/massfishhunt-license-agent-map


View ADP allocations and odds of winning

(/files/documents/2019/07/24/2019%20ADP%20allocations%20and%20odds%20of%20winning.pdf)

Surplus Antlerless Deer Permits go on sale in late September

(/how-to/buy-a-surplus-antlerless-deer-permit)

 

Quabbin Controlled Deer Hunt

To have a chance of participating in this hunt, you must apply online between July 1 and

August 31; there is no application fee. To apply or to get more information from the

Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), go to mass.gov/dcr/deerhunt

(/service-details/quabbin-reservation-deer-hunt).

Wachusett Controlled Deer Hunt 

There are 2 types of hunting permits for DCR properties in the Wachusett Reservoir

watershed area:

1. A free 5-year access permit for hunting on property both west and east of I-190. This

area is open for the all hunting seasons. and for all game. This permit can be

requested at any time.

 

2. A free annual permit for deer hunting on property adjacent to Wachusett Reservoir,

designated by DCR as the "Reservoir Zone".  This permit is selected by lottery;

applications will be available from July 1 to August 31.

Learn more about hunting on the Wachusett Reservoir watershed.

(/service-details/wachusett-reservoir-watershed-deer-hunt)

Apply online for Quabbin or Wachusett Deer Hunt from July 1–
August 31

Date change for Camp Edwards Deer Hunt archery scouting and
hunting

https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2019/07/24/2019%20ADP%20allocations%20and%20odds%20of%20winning.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/buy-a-surplus-antlerless-deer-permit
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/quabbin-reservation-deer-hunt
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/wachusett-reservoir-watershed-deer-hunt


The dates for the Camp Edwards archery deer scouting and hunting have been changed.

Updated fall hunting dates are as follows:

Youth Deer Hunt: Sept. 28, 2019

Paraplegic Deer Hunt: Cot. 31 – Nov 2, 2019

Archery Deer Scouting: Nov. 18-19, 2019 (8 a.m. – 12 p.m., check in/out at Range

Center)

Archery Deer Hunt: Nov. 21–23, 2019

Military Deer Hunt: Dec. 2–3, 2019

Shotgun Deer Hunt: Dec. 9–14, 2019

Muzzleloader Deer Hunt: Dec. 19–20, 2019

If you’re interested in hunting on this property, you need to pre-register by October 1 and

follow special rules. Get more information about the the Camp Edwards controlled hunt

(/how-to/participate-in-the-camp-edwards-controlled-hunting-program).

The 2019 Youth Deer Hunt Day is Saturday, September 28. Youth Deer Hunt Day permits

are available online, beginning August 1. With this permit, youth may take either an

antlered or antlerless deer in any zone on the Youth Deer Hunt Day. Learn more about the

Youth Deer Hunt Day. (/service-details/youth-deer-hunt-day)

The Massachusetts Endangered Species Act

(/service-details/ma-endangered-species-act-mesa-overview) (MESA) currently protects 427 species

of animals and plants in the state. On August 28, 2019, the Fisheries and Wildlife Board is

holding a public hearing (/service-details/fisheries-and-wildlife-board-public-hearings) to gather

feedback about proposed changes to the MESA list. Written or oral comment will be

accepted at the public hearing. The hearing is scheduled for 1 p.m. at MassWildlife’s Field

Youth Deer Hunt Day

Public hearing set for proposed MESA list changes

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/participate-in-the-camp-edwards-controlled-hunting-program
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/youth-deer-hunt-day
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/ma-endangered-species-act-mesa-overview
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/fisheries-and-wildlife-board-public-hearings


Headquarters (1 Rabbit Hill Road, Westborough, MA). The Board will accept written

comment on the proposal at any time prior to the public hearing and for two weeks

following the hearing. Send written comments to: Chairman, Fisheries and Wildlife Board,

c/o Director of MassWildlife, MA Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, 1 Rabbit Hill Road,

Westborough, MA 01581. Comments may also be sent by email

to Susan.Sacco@mass.gov (mailto:Susan.Sacco@mass.gov) to the attention of the Fisheries

and Wildlife Board.

MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program

(/orgs/masswildlifes-natural-heritage-endangered-species-program) (NHESP) is responsible for

conserving and protecting the most vulnerable species in Massachusetts and the habitats

upon which they depend. At least once every 5 years, NHESP biologists review the MESA

list. There are 3 listing categories for animals and plants under MESA: Endangered,

Threatened, and Special Concern. These species are either at risk—or may become at risk—

of extinction. Rarity in the state, population trend, and overall threat are the main criteria

used to determine extinction risk.   

After a careful review of the best scientific evidence available, MassWildlife recommends a

status change for 17  ()species. The status of rare species can change due to a number of

factors including:

our knowledge about the species’ status in Massachusetts

changes in populations

our understanding of their habitat requirements

View the recommended status changes to the MESA list.

(/service-details/changes-to-the-list-of-endangered-threatened-special-concern-species)

As part of ongoing efforts to support Governor Baker’s Executive Order on Climate

Change

Achieving climate mitigation and wildlife conservation
goals on WMAs

mailto:Susan.Sacco@mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/masswildlifes-natural-heritage-endangered-species-program
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/changes-to-the-list-of-endangered-threatened-special-concern-species
https://www.mass.gov/executive-orders/no-569-establishing-an-integrated-climate-change-strategy-for-the-commonwealth


(/executive-orders/no-569-establishing-an-integrated-climate-change-strategy-for-the-commonwealth), and

to implement the Global Warming Solutions Act

(/service-details/global-warming-solutions-act-background), MassWildlife recently completed a

detailed accounting of carbon storage and carbon release on state Wildlife Management

Areas (WMA). The results from this carbon budget analysis showed that the amount of

carbon released during selective tree clearing carried out during habitat management

projects is a tiny fraction of carbon storage gained by tree and plant growth on the

agency’s 170,000 acres of forested WMAs. Conducting habitat management provides a

vital boost to rare and dwindling animals and plants that rely on open habitats, and allows

MassWildlife to fulfill its mission. “The Division of Fisheries and Wildlife (MassWildlife) is

proud to incorporate climate change adaptation and mitigation principles into its mission

to conserve biological diversity in Massachusetts,” says John Scanlon, MassWildlife’s

Habitat Program Leader. “We are able to manage habitat for all kinds of wildlife while

substantially contributing to carbon sequestration in Massachusetts.”

MassWildlife protects and manages over 220,000 acres of wildlife lands across the state,

including WMAs and WCEs, for wildlife to thrive and for people to enjoy. The agency is

recognized as a national leader in incorporating climate change adaptation and mitigation

principles into its statewide wildlife conservation mission. Climate change is driven by

increased concentrations of greenhouse gases, mainly carbon dioxide, in the atmosphere.

As they grow, trees and other forest plants help reduce greenhouse gases by storing large

amounts of carbon in wood, root systems, and soils. MassWildlife is committed to

managing the vast majority of its land as forest and recognizes that every acre the agency

and its conservation partners permanently protect from development contributes to

climate change mitigation efforts.

In 2006, MassWildlife habitat biologists conducted a comprehensive inventory of forests

on WMAs and found that its wooded lands stored 10.3 million tons of carbon. Between

2007 and 2018, MassWildlife acquired additional lands which contributed to another 2.6

million tons of carbon storage. In addition, between 2007 and 2018, forest growth across

all MassWildlife lands sequestered an additional 1.2 million tons of carbon. MassWildlife

lands currently store a grand total of just over 14 million tons of carbon. 

https://www.mass.gov/executive-orders/no-569-establishing-an-integrated-climate-change-strategy-for-the-commonwealth
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/global-warming-solutions-act-background


On the other side of the equation, MassWildlife staff calculated carbon release tonnage

from habitat management activities. MassWildlife regularly performs habitat management

on WMAs including tree clearing. These actions restore and maintain open habitat types

that are crucial to the conservation of many kinds of uncommon or rare animals and

plants. These habitat management practices release carbon, but how much? The results

from the carbon budget analysis showed that since 2006, MassWildlife’s habitat

management activities have released only about 20,000 tons of carbon. This is just 1.7%

of the 1.2 million tons of new carbon storage gained on WMAs from forest growth since

2006.

Scanlon says that the agency’s habitat management activities are critical for rare and

declining wildlife like whip-poor-will, New England cottontail, and a variety of butterflies

and moths. “Forest cutting also directly benefits game species such as ruffed grouse and

American woodcock. At the same time, we are doing our part in storing carbon.” Scanlon

notes that MassWildlife is currently working to calculate carbon storage and release

measurements on its Wildlife Conservation Easement lands.

Learn more about carbon storage on MassWildlife lands

(/service-details/carbon-storage-on-masswildlife-lands).

Learn about how MassWildlife manages lands for the benefit of wildlife and people

(/service-details/masswildlifes-habitat-programs).

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/carbon-storage-on-masswildlife-lands
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/masswildlifes-habitat-programs


In 2006, MassWildlife conducted a forest inventory and estimated that WMAs stored

10.3 million tons of carbon. Since then, 2.6 million tons of storage has been added thanks

to new land purchases. An additional 1.2 million tons of carbon storage was added by

forest growth. Habitat management activities since 2006 released 0.02 million tons,

amounting to just 1.7% of the carbon storage gained on WMAs from forest growth during

the same time period.

Shorebirds are on the move



Head to your local beaches, mudflats, and marshes to witness the fall shorebird migration!

The migration began in July but peaks in August when thousands of shorebirds pass

through Massachusetts on their way south for the winter. The beaches and marshes of

Newbury, Duxbury, Plymouth, Chatham, and Wellfleet are among the best places to see

large flocks of shorebirds. But don’t fret; smaller groups often settle on muddy inland

shores as well!

Shorebirds have long, spindly legs, allowing them to wade in shallow water, where they

feed on invertebrates living in the sand and mud. Although they look delicate, shorebirds

are incredibly tough. Most of our shorebirds nest on the tundra in northern Canada and

Alaska, where there are few predators and plenty of insects to eat during the summer

months. Shorebirds have a brief window of opportunity to lay their eggs and raise their

young in such harsh environments before quickly heading to warmer regions for the

winter. In some species, the adults depart their nesting grounds first, leaving young birds

to navigate on their own.

A few species of shorebirds overwinter in New England despite the cold. Most venture

further to the South Atlantic, Gulf Coast, Caribbean, or South America. Some, like

semipalmated sandpipers, can make the trip from Canada or New England to South

America in just a few days! Before they start the journey, semipalmated sandpipers gain

fat—up to double their bodywieght—to sustain themselves during non-stop flights that

span thousands of miles. 

As shorebirds tend to gather in large flocks—sometimes by the hundreds or thousands—

they are fairly easy to locate and observe during migration. Watch from a distance as they

scamper along the tideline, yank worms out of the mud, or huddle together in a stiff

breeze. Although challenging to identify, more than twenty species of shorebirds regularly

feed and rest along the coast of Massachusetts. Common species include black-bellied

plover, dunlin, least sandpiper (the smallest shorebird in the world), semipalmated

sandpiper, and semipalmated plover. Red knots and piping plovers

(/service-details/learn-about-piping-plovers), both of which are threatened under the federal

Endangered Species Act, also migrate through Massachusetts.

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/learn-about-piping-plovers


Shorebirds face numerous challenges during both nesting and migration, including habitat

loss and disturbance. Disturbing or displacing birds, chasing them, or forcing them to fly

wastes valuable energy needed for their arduous migration. You can best help shorebirds

by observing from a distance and leashing your pets on the beach, allowing the birds to

rest and feed and thereby increasing their chances of survival.

Hunter Education graduates aged 12–17 can participate in the Young Adult Pheasant Hunt.

This exciting program involves shooting instruction and practice, a pre-hunt workshop,

and a mentored hunt prior to the regular pheasant season. All young adults between the

ages 15 and 17 will need a hunting license and FID card to participate in this program.

The Young Adult Pheasant Hunt takes place on Saturdays in September and October;

specific dates vary and are determined by participating sportsman’s clubs. Applications

must be received by August 27, 2019. For more information and to view participating

clubs, please visit the Youth Pheasant Hunt Program page

(/service-details/young-adult-pheasant-hunt-program).

Youth Pheasant Hunt offers workshops and mentored
hunts this fall

Contact

MassWildlife

Phone

(508) 389-6300 (tel:+15083896300)

8 a.m.– 4:30 p.m., M-F

Online

email Mass.Wildlife@mass.gov (mailto:Mass.Wildlife@mass.gov)

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/young-adult-pheasant-hunt-program
tel:+15083896300
mailto:Mass.Wildlife@mass.gov
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