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MassHousing Update, November 2018
Throughout November, in Massachuse�s and across the na�on, we recognize the
contribu�ons and sacrifices made by Veterans and their families. This issue of
MassHousing Update highlights some of the programs, ini�a�ves and other efforts made
by MassHousing and our partners to be�er meet the housing challenges and needs of
Massachuse�s Veterans. We thank all Veterans and their families for their service, and
we remain commi�ed to ensuring you have an affordable, suppor�ve place to call home
in Massachuse�s.

"The Baker-Polito Administra�on has taken great strides
towards eradica�ng Veteran homelessness in the
Commonwealth. Since 2015, homelessness among Veterans
in Massachuse�s has declined 25%, and we con�nue to
build a comprehensive por�olio of affordable housing
op�ons and service models to meet the needs of our state’s
bravest men and women. In fiscal year 2018 alone, we
created 75 new units of permanent suppor�ve housing for
Veterans and their families. From assis�ng Veterans with
housing to providing financial supports for eligible Veterans
and Gold Star Families, Massachuse�s con�nues to lead the na�on in caring for those
who answered our na�on's call to service. We are proud of the work we do each and
every day suppor�ng our Veterans."

-Department of Veterans Services Secretary Francisco Ureña

Operation Welcome Home: Helping Veterans, Military
Members Achieve Homeownership
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Announced on Veterans Day 2015, Opera�on Welcome Home con�nues to be a
valuable mortgage op�on for Veterans, members of the Na�onal Guard and
Reserves, ac�ve-duty military and Gold Star Families. 

Con�nue reading...

CCRI Supports Veterans in Recovery

MassHousing's Center for Community Recovery Innova�ons has awarded $1.8 million in
funding to support the crea�on and preserva�on of 24 projects with 520 units of
affordable, sober housing for Veterans and their families. Con�nue reading...

http://www.masshousing.com/owh
https://masshousing.typepad.com/my_weblog/2018/11/operation-welcome-home-helping-veterans-military-members-achieve-homeownership.html
https://masshousing.typepad.com/my_weblog/2018/11/ccri-supports-veterans-in-recovery.html


Construction Update: Brighton Marine

Work con�nues in Brighton, where $28.4 million in MassHousing financing is
helping WinnCompanies create 101 units of mixed-income housing adjacent to the
Brighton Marine Health Center . The project includes the adap�ve reuse of one
building and the construc�on of another. Units will be reserved for a range of low-
and moderate-income residents, with preference given to Veterans, men and
women in the military and their families.

Check out this video of a building being moved on the Brighton Marine campus ! 

Tom Lyons, long-time Veterans advocate and senior executive at
MassHousing, retires

Tom Lyons, MassHousing's Vice President of External
Affairs and a long-�me, well-known advocate for
Veterans issues has re�red a�er 16 years at
MassHousing. Prior to his becoming Vice President of
External Affairs, Tom served as MassHousing's Director of
Community Services and as Ac�ng Execu�ve Director in
late 2017 and early 2018. Prior to his service at
MassHousing, Tom was the Execu�ve Director at the
New England Center and Home for Veterans as well as
the Director of Veterans Services for the City of Boston.
Tom enlisted in the Marine Corps at age 18 and served in

the Vietnam War. He led the effort to raise funds for and build the na�on's first
monument to soldiers killed in Vietnam, which was unveiled in 1981 in South Boston. He
serves on the Boards of several nonprofits that assist Veterans and is ac�ve in state and
na�onal Veterans issues.

Thank you, Tom, for your friendship and leadership, and for your commitment to
Veterans, affordable housing and the Commonwealth of Massachuse�s.

https://www.winncompanies.com/
https://www.brightonmarine.org/
https://vimeo.com/275611155
https://www.nechv.org/


Looking for Housing? Here are some Helpful Resources

Housing Links and Resources from the Mass. Department of Veterans’ Services
Resource Guide for Veterans and Servicemembers from the Mass. A�orney
General’s Office (PDF)
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