
MDPB Minutes 10/13/15, MFBO, 249 Lakeside Ave., Marlborough, Ma 

Meeting called to order by Mary Jordan at 10:15 

 

In attendance: 

Mary Jordan - Chair 

Sam Shields—Vice Chair 

Darryl Williams – Treasurer 

Krisanne Koebke – Secretary 

Lynne Bohan—Board Member 

Warren Shaw—Board Member 

Kathy Herrick—Board Member 

Julia Grimaldi, MDPB Coordinator  

 

Roll call at 10:26 

 

Not in attendance: 

ANF Board Member 

Dave Hanson – Board Member 

 

Guest: 

Alisha Bouchard, MDAR Chief of Staff 

Tara Zadeh, MDAR Legal Counsel 

Lisa Burnett, NEDFC 

Kelly Coleman, CISA 

 

General Business: 

 

Secretary’s Report: Motion to accept the minutes from 4/28/15   

Motion to accept made by Darryl 

Warren 2
nd

 to accept 

All in favor 

 

Discussion on how to deal with Stillman’s who has not paid into the fund since 2/14. Darryl and 

Sam suggest using inspectors to help with collections. Warren sent him a text and he is aware he 

is past due & he will follow up Julia this week.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: numbers as of 10/13/15 

Total revenue 2015: $143,617.44 

Total Expenses: $ 34,398.18 

Uncommitted Balance: $99,693.41 

Encumbered: $78,200.00 

Warren moves to accept treasurer’s report 

Sam 2
nd

 to accept 

All in favor 

 

New Business: 



#1: Tara: MAC received grant funds from MDPB. RFR stated entity needed to be a 501 c3. 

MAC was not filling their annual reports. State dissolved them as a non-profit. They are not 

eligible for the grant funds. 

Sam: Who from the Department are communicating with them?  

Mary: Tara and Mary have been communication with the President, Roberta Oles. Julia mailed a 

letter to explain the situation. They can apply for the funds next year.  

Sam: How long might it take for them to re-file their status?  

Darryl: Can we discuss the RFR language to be more general. 

Tara: You can open RFR to include for profits, however indirect cannot be waived, finance said 

we have to change the legislation by a petition.  

Julia: We have asked finance for some clarity on whether we can grant money to a for profit and 

not getting hit with indirect charges. 

Darryl: If we change the language of the RFR we can include a broader range of entities that 

include both for profits and non-profits. 

Warren: Copy of the conversation of our options for the language in the RFR. 

 

#2: Alisha:  

HPAI Update: DAR is working with MEMA to develop a plan for the HPAI. No flu yet, but it’s 

likely to come. We are expanding outreach efforts for education. MA has smaller flocks, so 

USDA guidance is not completely the same as in terms of bio-security measures.  

MDAR is working on specific measures for dairy farmers to practice bio security. Darryl: 8 pm 

MADF conference call to include an animal health person on the call. Be in touch with Dave 

Sheppard.  

Sam: Identifying small producers is a challenge, use animal control officers in every town or 

feed dealers.  

Alisha: Also targeting urban centers.  

 

 

#3: Lisa Burnett, NEDFC: Final report of school year 2014/15: $50,000 – Breakfast programs, 

milk sales and dairy friendly program.  

Funded 53 schools funding total $160,503, max for each school is $4,000. Dollar for dollar 

match. Where does the rest of the money come from in MA to fund schools comes from regional 

dairy funds, also some grant funding, private foundations.  

School Breakfast Challenge: FRAC report, MA up 7.8%m we are still on 44
th

 out of 50, # of 

students who participate in a school breakfast program.  

See attachment A: Have Lisa email it.  

 

This year’s grant: $60,000 grant they have spent $35,000 at 16 schools. 39 applications in 

progress for FUTP 60 grant, estimated $66,000 before November. On track to spend the over 

$200,000.   

 

Lisa will provide a contract amendment to the Board and ask for additional funds to support the 

FY16 funds.  

Revised farm tour kit. get some for Lisa.  

 



Warren comments: Doesn’t think we need to wait for another meeting to vote more funds up or 

down, proposing an amount not to exceed $30,000 to the existing contract.  Darryl agrees, and 

added that it expedites the process for us & Lisa.  Sam agrees, no other program meets our 

objectives as well, with as much supporting documentation.  Warren moved, Darryl seconded, 

roll call: Kathy-yes, Warren-yes, Sam-yes, Darryl-yes, all in favor. 

 

Lunch: 

 

#4: Kelly Coleman, CISA:  

Quick overview of Interim report (July 14- June 15) 

All buy-locals still involved, websites are up to date, profiles of dairy farmers across the state, 

media outreach, social media presence.  There have been several tours, resulting in print & tv 

stories. 

This year more funds will be available at the buy-local level for dairy promotion specifically 

going forward.   

Much discussion about the difficulties of promoting all MA dairy farms, even the pool 

producers.   

“Math behind your milk” handout from Kelly. 

On the EdiblePioneer article, Darryl stated that the article was better before it was 

edited/published.  Kelly trying to meld the two pieces to make them understandable.  Timeline 

on the final visual piece—ideally around Thanksgiving.  Warren likes his silo idea—basic 

numbers—cost, what we get, what consumers are charged. 

Warren thinks the data should be presented & let the consumers make their own conclusions. 

Once the data is polished & proofed, what is CISA’s vision for use?  Part of a press kit, 

foundation material for ads, articles, etc.  

The contract has been extended (time-wise) because of the timing of data collection (2015 data).  

Dr. Lass is a much smaller portion of the current grant, Kelly is anticipating that marketing & 

promotion will be a much larger portion.   

Sam question for Kelly—when would we need to revisit numbers? Three years from now is her 

ideal. 

Comments—the general consensus is that the whole process is maturing nicely, CISA will need 

to reimaging something for 2017, but good for now 

 

Coordinators Updates: 

 Finished finalizing contracts and encumbering all MDPB grants; 

 May: Edible Pioneer Valley piece on Cost of Production; 

 June: CISA Press/buyer tour at Agri Mark Lab with Dave Patteson & Richard Woodger-  

Masslive & Western Mass News – noted to CISA that MDPB needs recognition in press 

releases moving forward; 

 Updates to MDPB website –Added new featured – Featured farm/farmer: Hager Brothers 

Farm (CISA Ad) & renewal of url for 5 more years, $75; 

 Worked closely with MCG to revise their proposal and budget. MDPB did not sponsor 

the restaurant program, only the retail program; 

 Worked closely with Donna at the Big E to develop new signage for butter sculpture, 

milk booth and the digester exhibit, improvements were good; 

 Provided update to dairy farmers at MADF summer picnic; 



 Working CISA & CMG Farm Tour with Smith’s Country Cheese & Sunny Knoll, on 

10/29; 

 New England Dairy Promotion Board Annual Meeting on Nov. 10-11 at Killington 

Grand Hotel/Resort – I cannot attend; &  

 Farm Bureau Annual Mtg; Dec. 3, Framingham - $250 

 

Cheese Guild—Sam asked about other Guild funding (i.e. other grants), Julia – MCG is funded 

by three levels of membership and recently fundraising events 

Big E—Everyone who saw the new exhibits agreed that they were an improvement.  Butter 

sculpture discussion about the relevance & whether or not any fairgoers are actually getting the 

messaging.  Mary mentioned the take-away card from PA farm show butter sculpture.  Warren 

offered that we take the money spent on that & give out samples of MA chocolate milk (or 

something similar) … 

NEDPB Annual meeting—Darryl is a NE delegate & Margaret H as well, J interested in Fairlife 

update & the UVM study concerning milkfat 

The whole milk discussion ensued, Lynne says 2% still Hood’s biggest seller, Warren says his 

whole sales in the city are increasing 

CISA & CMG tour—J made executive decision to hold at Smith’s Country Cheese & invite one 

of the Heins family to speak there 

 

Logo change—Warren let’s spend the $ to change our logo to reflect our true feelings, will be on 

the agenda for next meeting 

 

Old Business: 

Tara:  MADF needs to submit more than one name for the Commissioner to appoint to the 

Board. The letter needs to state that Darryl is the only one interested. Darryl will call Dave.  

Board Positions up as of Oct. 30, 2015 

Darryl – MADF – John has received a letter of nomination for only Darryl 

Sam – Agri-mark – No word from Agri-mark. Darryl: Julia to talk to Mark Duffy and/or Rob 

Wheeler.  

 

Next meeting: December 8 at MFBF @ 10:00am (J. will invite Jill, Barbara, Donna)  

Public comment: Mary thanked Sam for his years of service.  

 

Meeting Adjourned @ 2:05 moved by Darryl, seconded Sam, Roll call: Kathy-yes, Warren-yes, 

Sam-yes, Darryl-yes, Lynn-yes 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Krisanne Koebke, Secretary 


