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Close to 60,000 rainbow trout and at least 4,000 brown trout will be stocked across

Massachusetts this fall! Stocking will begin the last week of September, depending on

water conditions.

Go to Mass.gov/Trout (/service-details/trout-stocking-report) for daily updates once stocking

begins.

The sale of surplus Antlerless Deer Permits by Wildlife Management Zone

(/files/2017-08/wmz-map.pdf) will be staggered over the following days in September:

Zone 11: Tuesday, September 24  at 9 a.m.

Zone 10: Wednesday, September 25  at 9 a.m.

Zones 13, 14 and 9: Thursday, September 26  at 9 a.m.

Surplus permits are $5 each and are first come, first served until sold out. You may

purchase one Zone 11, one Zone 10, and one Zone 9 permit per day; up to four permits per

day may be purchased for Zones 13 and 14. Click here to see the number of surplus

permits available by zone.

(/files/documents/2019/07/24/2019%20ADP%20allocations%20and%20odds%20of%20winning.pdf)

Surplus permits may be purchased online using MassFishHunt or in person at authorized

license vendor locations (/service-details/massfishhunt-license-agent-map). 

To purchase a surplus antlerless deer permit online:
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1. Log into MassFishHunt 

(https://www.ma.wildlifelicense.com/Internetsales/IS/Customer/InternetCustomerSearch) with your

last name and date of birth.

2. Click the License Sales button at the bottom right of the screen.

3. From the Main Menu, select Surplus Deer Permits.

4. Click Add next to Surplus Antlerless Deer Permit.

5. Click Select next to the zone for which you would like to purchase a surplus permit.

6. If available, you may purchase additional permits for a different zone by repeating

the steps above.

7. Click Checkout on the bottom right of the screen and proceed to checkout.

8. Print your permits after checkout.

SAVE THE DATE — On October 3rd, MassWildlife will be celebrating the creation of a new

Wildlife Management Area! Final details will be posted on the MassWildlife calendar

(/service-details/masswildlife-calendar).

Norcross Hill Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in Templeton contains 465 acres of land

that was previously owned by the Walter E. Fernald Corporation. WMAs are open to the

public, and Norcross Hill is no exception. Visitors can enjoy the woodlands and wetlands

as well as nearly a mile of frontage along Norcross Hill Brook and Beaver Brook. The

variety of habitat within this property supports both game and non-game wildlife species.

White-tailed deer, bear, waterfowl, and turkey can be found in the woods and fields.

American bitterns and eastern whip-poor-wills—both protected by the Massachusetts

Endangered Species Act— have also been observed in the area. In addition, the grasslands

within the property are important for the conservation of bobolinks in New England.

This property, which was previously closed to hunting, provides new access for

Massachusetts sportsmen and women.  This acquisition also has significance on a

regional scale. The Norcross WMA is now part of an assemblage of over 2,200 continuous

Land acquired in Templeton
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acres of protected lands from Otter River State Forest to the Templeton State Forest.

MassWildlife worked with the North County Land Trust and Mount Grace Land

Conservation Trust to acquire the property. The partnership received a Landscape

Partnership Program Grant from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and

Environmental Affairs.

The Norcross Hill WMA is just 1 of over 40 land acquisition projects completed by

MassWildlife in Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 (July 2018–June 2019). In FY 19, MassWildlife

protected over 2,420 acres for wildlife to thrive and for people to enjoy. To view all

MassWildlife properties, including Wildlife Management Areas, Wildlife Conservation

Easements, and other protected open space, please visit the MassWildlife Lands Viewer

(/how-to/masswildlife-lands-viewer).

The return of cooler weather means many Massachusetts sportsmen and women will

head into the woods for hunting season. Massachusetts residents may be wondering

where and when hunting will be taking place this fall. Early Canada Goose and Black Bear

hunting seasons open statewide on September 3, while fall turkey and pheasant seasons

open during October. Archery deer season begins on October 7 in eastern Massachusetts

and on October 21 in the rest of the state. Click here to review summary of all hunting

seasons (/files/documents/2019/06/25/2019%20hunting%20season%20summary3.pdf). Hunting on

Sunday is not permitted in Massachusetts. Many public lands are open to hunting

including Wildlife Management Areas, most state parks, and many town-owned lands.

Research the property you plan to visit to learn if hunting is allowed.

Hunting is a safe activity and non-hunters should feel comfortable using the woods at any

time of year. Although hunting accidents are extremely rare, wearing blaze orange will help

minimize your chances of being mistaken for game animals during the hunting season.

While hunters are required to wear blaze orange during certain seasons, all outdoor users

who are in the woods during hunting seasons should wear a blaze orange hat or vest as a

precaution.

Fall marks the start of fall hunting
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Be safe, be seen. A brightly colored orange vest or hat will help you stay visible. Avoid

wearing any earth-toned or animal-colored clothing. The use of blaze orange has

dramatically reduced the number of hunting-related accidents in the field. Watch a

short video on the Effectiveness of Blaze Orange.

(https://player.vimeo.com/video/47113670) Remember, hunters are often active during the

early morning and late afternoon when animals are most active. Be especially aware of

your own visibility during these times when light is dim.

Keep pets leashed and visible. Place a blaze orange vest or bandana on your pet to

keep it visible. 

Know when and where hunting is allowed. Get information about hunting regulations

and season dates (/hunting-regulations) from our website. Hunting on Sunday is not

permitted in Massachusetts. Wildlife Management Areas, Wildlife Conservation

Easements, and Access Areas are open to hunting. Most state parks and forests are

open to hunting, and many towns allow hunting on municipal lands. Learn

about lands open to hunting in Massachusetts.

(/where-to-hunt-in-massachusetts) Research the property you plan to visit to learn if

hunting is allowed. If being in the woods during hunting season makes you uneasy,

find a location where hunting is not allowed or plan your outing for a Sunday or

another day outside of hunting season. 

Make your presence known. Talk loudly or whistle to identify yourself as a person. You

may also consider wearing a bell. If you see someone hunting or hear shots, call out to

them to identify your location. 

Be courteous. Once you've made your presence known, don't make unnecessary noise

to disturb wildlife or hunting. Hunter harassment is against state law. Avoid

confrontations with hunters. If you think you've witnessed a fish or wildlife violation,

report it to the Massachusetts Environmental Police at 1-800-632-8075. 

Safety tips for non-hunters

Recovering America's Wildlife Act
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A bill called the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act (RAWA, HR 3742) was recently

introduced in Congress and is considered one of the most important wildlife conservation

bills in decades. This bipartisan legislation would dedicate $1.3 billion in existing revenue

annually from the U.S. Treasury to State Fish and Wildlife Agencies to implement their

State Wildlife Action Plans (SWAPs) and an additional $97.5 million for tribal fish and

wildlife managers to conserve fish and wildlife on tribal lands and waters. The

Massachusetts SWAP identifies over 500 species of greatest conservation need, and

RAWA would provide over $12 million each year to protect and manage these species and

their habitats in Massachusetts. Scientists estimate that one-third of wildlife species in the

United States are at risk of becoming threatened or endangered without much-needed

funding for their conservation.

Conservation, business, government, and education leaders have come together in the

Alliance for America’s Fish and Wildlife to create a 21st-century funding model for critically

needed conservation of our nation’s most precious natural resources—our fish and wildlife.

  RAWA, introduced by Representatives Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE) and Debbie Dingell (D-MI),

could go a long way towards achieving the Alliance’s vision.  “RAWA is a smart upstream

policy that promotes continuity of habitats and helps prevent the costly downstream

emergency room procedures of the Endangered Species Act. Through proactive,

collaborative, and voluntary partnerships with states, RAWA enhances community

recreational opportunity for birders, hikers, hunters, anglers and all who enjoy the beauty

of nature,” said Fortenberry.

As of the time of the publication of this article, 105 Representatives have signed on to

cosponsor RAWA!  Visit the Alliance for America’s Fish and Wildlife

(http://ournatureusa.com/) to learn more.

Experience the Massachusetts Outdoor Expo (The Big MOE) at the Hamilton Rod and

Gun Club grounds in Sturbridge, MA on Sunday, September 22, 2019 from 9 a.m. to 4

p.m., rain or shine. In its 22nd year, this FREE, family-friendly event celebrates outdoor

Free family fun at the Big MOE
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skills, nature, art, and wildlife. With over 45 activity stations, there’s something for

everyone at The Big MOE. Stations include:

Shotgun, air gun, and rifle shooting

Fishing and fly tying

Kayaking

Archery

Tomahawk throwing

Birds of prey

Petting zoo

Birdhouse building and other crafts

Mountain biking

Kids disc golf

For a complete listing of activity stations, please visit www.FawnsExpo.com

(http://www.fawnsexpo.com/). All stations are supervised and provide a unique, hands-on

experience for all ages and skill levels. Participants will be asked to sign a liability release

form.

Convenient, off-site parking is located at the Sturbridge Business Park at 660 Main Street

(Rte. 20) and FREE shuttle bus transportation will run nonstop from the Business Park to

the Big MOE throughout the day. On-site parking is reserved for volunteer staff and those

requiring handicapped access (plate required). No pets or alcohol are permitted. Food and

drinks are available for purchase.

The Massachusetts Junior Conservation Camp closed its two week session with a

graduation ceremony in mid-August for just over 100 teen campers from across the state.

Massachusetts Junior Conservation Camp finishes
right on target
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During this year's graduation ceremony, awards for the Camp Competition Day were

presented and congratulatory remarks were offered by Stephen Johnson, MJCC Board

President; Ron Amidon, Department of Fish & Game Commissioner; and Mark Tisa,

MassWildlife Director.

For nearly 70 years, the Massachusetts Junior Conservation Camp (MJCC) has provided

young people with a unique opportunity to learn about conservation and to participate in

shooting sports and other outdoor recreation. The 12-day program introduces girls and

boys ages 13 to 17 years old to the ethical responsibilities of outdoor activities such as

fishing and hunting in order to foster stewardship of natural resources. MJCC also

connects youth to natural resource professionals and outdoor experts and provides

campers with opportunities to try out or improve their outdoor skills.

 “We greatly appreciate the support of our camp partners,” said Stephen Johnson,

President of the MJCC Board. "We are especially grateful for the continued commitment

to Conservation Camp by MassWildlife, the Department of Conservation and Recreation

(DCR), the Environmental Police, and the Gun Owners Action League (GOAL). Generous

sponsors including local and regional sporting clubs, civic organizations, and individuals

have funded over 90% of campers’ tuitions.” MassWildlife Director Mark Tisa, a former

MJCC camper, shared that his experience at camp years ago inspired him to pursue a

career in fisheries management. Tisa encouraged campers to support fishing and hunting

conservation.

Much of the MJCC curriculum is a hands-on learning experience. Campers learn to fish,

safely use firearms and archery equipment, learn GPS and compass navigation skills, and

try other outdoor skills. State certified Hunter Education courses from MassWildlife, a Safe

Boating course taught by the Environmental Police, and shooting certifications are part of

the curriculum. Fish and wildlife biologists from MassWildlife and forestry professionals

from DCR provide instruction in wildlife, forestry, and fisheries management. Hiking,

outdoor cooking, navigating with GPS and compass, and survival skills are provided by

experienced outdoor instructors. Evening programs with naturalists and other

conservationists round out the program.

Conservation Camp Competition Award Winners



Shotgun: 1  place Nate Donahue (Middleborough); 2  place Ryan Barnes (Berkley);

3  place Sean Peterson (West Bridgewater)

Scholastic Pistol: 1  place Nathaniel Ware (Templeton); 2  place Evan Kaprelian (West

Bridgewater)

Sporting Clays: 1  place James Swanton (Pittsfield); 2  place Sean Peterson (West

Bridgewater); 3  place Evan Kaprelian  (West Bridgewater); 4  place Tyler Crowdle

(Bolton)

Rifle: 1  place Ryan Barnes (Berkley); 2  place Nick Coppolino (Blackstone); 3  place

Allie Blair (Leicester) 

3-Position Shooting: 1  place Broc Healey (Pittsfield); 2  place Nathaniel Ware

(Templeton); 3  place Bo Stidsen (Oakham)

Archery: 1  place Liam Lawn (Watertown); 2  place Heyden Cutlip (Southfield);

3 place Emily Furciniti (Pocasset)

Black Powder: 1  place Ryan Fennell (Burlington); 2  place Maya Fontaine

(Middleborough); 3  place Ryan Barnes (Berkley) 

Fishing Derby, Russell Pond: 1  place Jasper Clement (East Bridgewater),15.5"

largemouth bass; 2  place Nicholas McNeil (Plainville), 15.5" largemouth bass; 3 place

Ryan Barnes (Berkley), 15" largemouth bass

Fly Fishing Derby: 1  Place Jasper Clement  (East Bridgewater), 17” rainbow trout, his

first fish caught on a fly; 2  Place Owen Lawn (Watertown), 7” brook trout; 3  Place

Janice Delancey (Wareham), 6 ¼” brook trout

Camp Information Quiz (Team Award) — Gavin Bourdon (Lenox), Andrew Vieira (East

Falmouth),  Derek Dwelly (Fair Haven), David Mead, Jr. (Pepperell)

Photos of Award Winners available on request; please email marion.larson@mass.gov

(mailto:marion.larson@mass.gov).

Anyone interested in becoming a camper, sponsoring a camper, or working as camp

staff can visit the Junior Conservation Camp website for more information

(http://www.juniorconservationcamp.org/). The MJCC welcomes support for the Conservation

Camp through tax-deductible donations.
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Did you find what you were looking for on this webpage? *
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