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There are NO CHANGES to the 2019 turkey hunting regulations. Click here for the current turkey hunting regulations.

(/service-details/wild-turkey-hunting-regulations) Changes that were approved by the Fisheries & Wildlife Board will not be effective until the

2020 seasons.

Fall pheasant stocking

The 2019 pheasant, quail, and ruffed grouse hunting seasons run from October 19 – November 30. Each year, MassWildlife stocks

about 40,000 ring-necked pheasants statewide on public and private lands that are open to hunting. Click here for a list of pheasant

stocked areas and hunting regulations. (/service-details/pheasant-hunting-regulations)
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Fall trout stocking has begun (#fall-trout-stocking-has-begun-)

Public hearings on proposal to ban predator hunting contests and prohibit wanton waste
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Drivers, brake for moose and deer (#drivers,-brake-for-moose-and-deer-)

Preliminary bear harvest report for September season (#preliminary-bear-harvest-report-for-september-season-)

Keep a hunting log and win prizes! (#keep-a-hunting-log-and-win-prizes!-)

An unlikely pair of terns going strong for 13 years (#an-unlikely-pair-of-terns-going-strong-for-13-years-)

Open house at USGS fish lab October 19 highlights fish passage work
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Youth invited to share outdoor experiences through writing contest (#youth-invited-to-share-outdoor-experiences-through-writing-contest-)
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Woodcock season begins Oct. 3

Make sure if you are hunting woodcock this year that you register with HIP (Harvest Information Program). Learn more

(/how-to/complete-the-harvest-information-program-hip-survey).

Migratory game bird hunting

View the 2019-2020 migratory game bird seasons and limits

(/files/documents/2019/05/14/MassWildlife_MigratoryGameBird-Regs_2019-2020.pdf).

Close to 60,000 rainbow trout and at least 4,000 brown trout will be stocked across Massachusetts this fall! These fish, coupled with the

nearly 500,000 trout that were stocked in the spring, will provide for some great fall fishing!

Go to Mass.gov/Trout (/service-details/trout-stocking-report) to get stocking information that is updated daily. Search for a specific waterbody or

town using the sortable list, or explore new fishing spots with the map feature.

In response to public concern related to coyote hunting contests sponsored by private entities, MassWildlife and the Fisheries and Wildlife

Board conducted a review of policies and regulations associated with coyote hunting and contests. Public feedback was collected at four

listening sessions held from April through June and received through phone calls, letters, and emails. In addition to gathering and

considering input from stakeholders, MassWildlife professionals examined the best available science and consulted with wildlife

professionals from other state agencies. On July 17, MassWildlife staff made a regulatory recommendation to the Fisheries and Wildlife

Board based on this comprehensive review. The proposal addresses public concerns that these hunting contests are unethical, contribute

to the waste of animals, and incentivize indiscriminate killing of wildlife, inconsistent with the North American Model of Wildlife

Conservation. Further, recognizing that public controversy over this issue has the potential to threaten predator hunting and undermine

public support for hunting in general, MassWildlife recommended the following regulatory changes:

Prohibit hunting contests for predators and furbearers.

Prohibit “wanton waste” of game animals and birds taken during regulated hunting and trapping seasons.

Change harvest reporting requirements for fox and coyote to be reported within 48 hours, consistent with current reporting

requirements for deer, turkey, and bear.

The Fisheries and Wildlife Board voted to hold public hearings on MassWildlife’s recommendations. Public hearings will be held at two

locations:

October 22: Public Hearing on Predator Hunting Contests and Wanton Waste Regulations, Lenox – A public hearing will be

held at 7 p.m. at the Lenox Town Hall, 6 Walker Street. 

October 29: Public Hearing on Predator Hunting Contests and Wanton Waste Regulations, Westborough – A public hearing will

be held at 7 p.m. at the MassWildlife Field Headquarters, Richard Cronin Building, 1 Rabbit Hill Road, off North Drive in

Westborough. 

Please click here to read the proposed regulatory language and learn how to provide public comment.

(/service-details/fisheries-and-wildlife-board-public-hearings) Comments may be submitted for up to 2 weeks following the hearings by email

Fall trout stocking has begun

Public hearings on proposal to ban predator hunting contests and prohibit wanton
waste
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to Susan.sacco@mass.gov (mailto:susan.sacco@mass.gov), Attn: Fisheries and Wildlife Board or by mail to Chairman, Fisheries and Wildlife

Board, c/o Director of MassWildlife, Mass. Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, 1 Rabbit Hill Road, Westborough, MA 01581. 

Fulfills one of MassWildlife’s core functions to develop and maintain hunting, fishing, and trapping opportunities in Massachusetts.

Addresses public concern that certain contests contribute to the waste of animals.

Recognizes and addresses that public controversy over this issue has the potential to threaten predator hunting.

Discourages the waste of wildlife and reinforces a core principle and expectation that all animals taken during the regulated seasons

are utilized to the greatest extent possible, as taught in Hunter Education.

Recognizes that coyotes and other furbearers are managed as a valuable natural resource.

Does not reduce opportunity for hunting coyotes or other furbearers. 

A predator or furbearer contest is where participants compete for prizes of cash value or other inducements in the capture or take of

predatory or furbearing animals.

It shall be unlawful for any person to organize, sponsor, promote, conduct, or participate in a contest for take of coyote, bobcat, red

fox, gray fox, weasels, mink, skunk, river otter, muskrat, beaver, fisher, raccoon, and opossum. (Animals regulated under 321 CMR

3.02(3) or 3.02(5)(b)(2, 5-11)).

“Waste” means to intentionally or knowingly leave a wounded or dead animal or bird in the field or the forest without making a

reasonable effort to retrieve and use it. 

It is unlawful for any person while hunting or trapping in accordance with 321 CMR 3.02 to waste an animal or bird. Each retrieved

animal or bird shall be retained or transferred to another until processed or used for food, fur, feathers, or taxidermy.

The draft waste regulation does not apply to:

Animals “unfit for consumption or use” – animals or birds and their parts that are damaged, destroyed, decayed, rotting, diseased,

or infected.

Defense of people or property (M.G.L. Ch. 131 Sec 37).

Problem wildlife, such as Beaver Emergency Permitting (321 CMR 2.08) and Problem Animal Control (321 CMR 2.14).

Certain animals listed in M.G.L. c. 131 Sec. 5: English sparrow, starling, crow, chipmunk, flying squirrel, red squirrel, porcupine, skunk,

weasel, or woodchuck.

Wounded or dead animals that cannot be retrieved after a reasonable effort has been made.

Fox and coyote shall be checked within 48 hours of harvest, consistent with deer, bear, and turkey requirements. Fox and coyote may

be checked online or in person.

This proposal:

Summary of proposed changes

Prohibition on contests for predators and furbearers

Prohibition of wanton waste

Change harvest reporting requirements for fox and coyote

Partnering for a threatened species

mailto:susan.sacco@mass.gov


Eastern spadefoot (Scaphiopus holbrookii)—a fascinating, toad-like animal that spends most of its life underground—was once found

widely across southern New England. Although Cape Cod still seems to be a stronghold, this regionally imperiled species has disappeared

from all but a handful of locations among inland areas of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island. In general, coastal populations

are relatively robust, but a rising sea level and other threats associated with climate change are placing added importance on managing

inland populations for long-term conservation of the species in our region. MassWildlife's Natural Heritage and Endangered Species

Program (NHESP) has been at the forefront of this effort, teaming with a variety of stakeholders to learn more about these populations

and to identify and implement needed management actions.

Inland populations of eastern spadefoot are challenged, in part, by the species’ very specific habitat requirements. First, since they are

burrowing animals, spadefoots need loose, sandy, or loamy soils that generally lack stone. Second, to breed and deposit their eggs,

spadefoots rely on shallow basins that have much sun exposure, fill with water as a result of surface flooding during exceptionally heavy or

prolonged rains, and dry out in a matter of weeks following inundation. These conditions don’t occur in tandem in many places, and a

number of sites that once supplied suitable habitat have been lost to land development. An additional challenge to spadefoots is that

they do not reproduce every year. For example, most Massachusetts populations did not breed from 2014 to 2016 due to droughty spring

weather. Warm seasons with high water tables are key for spadefoot breeding in New England, but such conditions are not an annual

guarantee. 

Report sightings (/how-to/report-rare-species-vernal-pool-observations) of eastern spadefoot to MassWildlife! This threatened species occurs in

regions where sandy/loamy soils generally free of stone predominate; please refer to the NHESP Fact Sheet

(/files/documents/2016/08/no/scaphiopus-holbrookii.pdf) for its currently known distribution. October is the last month of the species’ active

season before it burrows deep underground for the winter. During this month, spadefoots emerge from the ground on warm, humid

(or rainy) nights to feed. Their eyes have reflective lenses that glow a dull-red color when illuminated with a dim flashlight or headlamp,

and so they can be spotted from a distance in the dark. In residential settings, they typically sit beneath shrubs in mulched garden

areas, but they are also seen on lawns, driveways, or other open areas. If you are out walking your dog at night or simply going to

retrieve the mail, take a light with you and look for red eyes around mailbox posts, fence lines, and mulched areas!

Donate (/service-details/support-endangered-species-conservation) to MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program. NHESP

conducts a variety of conservation projects for the benefit of rare species, but your financial support is critical to that effort!

In 2016, NHESP convened a diverse group of individuals interested in spadefoot conservation to develop a statewide monitoring initiative

that placed emphasis on inland populations. The primary objective was to determine current statuses of the populations, as many had

not been documented in 15–20 years. As this trusted group of amateur herpetologists, environmental professionals, citizen scientists, and

academic faculty amassed information, the initiative expanded to identify and develop some tangible conservation goals at select sites.

Teaming with residents, municipalities, land trusts, and conservation organizations, NHESP has been coordinating efforts to make those

goals realities.

For example, NHESP worked recently with a Rehoboth resident and the Rehoboth Land Trust (RLT) to transfer ownership of the sole

known breeding pool for a local spadefoot population to the RLT to ensure its permanent protection. The next goal for the site is to restore

the pool basin to a more suitable condition, as it has become heavily shaded by tree growth over the years, and a portion was once filled

for lawn expansion by a prior owner. Consequently, tadpole growth has been extremely slow (shading has prevented adequate warming of

the water), and the basin has much less capacity than it did historically (contributing to premature drying). Captive-rearing of tadpoles by

a member of the monitoring team has been necessary to ensure successful reproduction in each of the past 3 years.

In Wayland, MassWildlife worked with multiple residents, the town’s Conservation Department, and Zoo New England’s Grassroots Wildlife

Conservation program to restore a breeding pool for the only relict population of eastern spadefoot still known from Middlesex County.

The basin was cleared of a nearly impenetrable jungle of non-native, invasive shrubs and vines, thereby restoring open conditions to allow

for rapid tadpole growth. NHESP has since worked closely with residents to monitor the basin and successful spadefoot reproduction has

been confirmed there in each of the past 2 years.

How you can help

Partnerships benefiting inland populations
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In Sunderland, Hadley, and Amherst, where spadefoots have been observed on roadways over a wide geographic area, breeding habitat

on protected land appears to be a limiting resource. MassWildlife has worked with the Kestrel Land Trust, a local landowner, and a group of

dedicated volunteers to construct a vernal pool in hope that it will provide a steady boost to spadefoot reproduction in the area. NHESP is

also working with residents and the Amherst Conservation Department to survey understudied pools that have potential to support

spadefoots.     

Survey work continued under the initial monitoring program is also feeding valuable information into experimental population

introduction projects conducted by MassWildlife and MassAudubon. Further, the program has led to increased communication and

sharing of information with the bordering states of Connecticut and Rhode Island. Through these various partnerships, MassWildlife and

others are finding cost-effective ways to advance the conservation of eastern spadefoot in New England

Because fall is the breeding season for both moose and white-tailed deer, MassWildlife reminds motorists to be mindful of increased deer

and moose activity, especially during early morning and evening hours. Moose, found in central and western parts of Massachusetts, breed

in September and October. White-tailed deer breed from late October to early December.

Moose on the road are especially hazardous. The dark color and height of moose make them difficult to see in low light; moose eyes rarely

shine like deer eyes because their eyes are above headlight level. In addition, long legs and heavy top bodies make moose very dangerous

to motorists when struck. Observe road signs for moose and deer crossings and slow down. Do not swerve to avoid hitting a deer because

it may lead to more risk and damage than hitting the deer. Moose are less likely to move from the road than deer, so stay alert and brake

when you see a moose in or near the road.

Deer and moose/vehicle collisions should be reported to the Environmental Police at 1-800-632-8075. In the event of a deer/vehicle

collision, the driver or passengers of the vehicle involved (MA residents only) may salvage the deer by bringing it to a MassWildlife Office to

be officially tagged.

For the September bear hunting season, licensed bear hunters reported a harvest of 137 bears; 55 reported as female, 82 as male. This is

down slightly from the 151 and 145 taken during the September season in 2017 and 2018. This may be partly due to the abundance of

natural foods available this fall.

Hunters, remember to submit your archery deer hunting log or game bird hunting log before DECEMBER 20, 2019 to be entered to win

prizes! 

Massachusetts hunters spend a significant amount of time in the woods observing wildlife of all kinds. These observations can provide

wildlife biologists with a tremendous amount of information to better understand wildlife distribution and abundance across the

Commonwealth. If you are an archery deer hunter or a game bird hunter, please consider keeping a hunting log on all the days you hunt

this season. 

If you complete and submit either an archery deer hunting log or a game bird hunting log before DECEMBER 20, 2019 you will be entered

into a drawing. Prizes, donated by Cabela's, include 1 Polar Cap Equalizer cooler

(https://www.cabelas.com/product/Cabelas-Polar-Cap-Equalizer-Coolers/2063244.uts) (value $249.99) and 2 $25 Cabela's/Bass Pro gift cards. Winners

will be randomly selected and notified in late December. If you complete both types of logs, your name will be entered twice.

Archery Deer Hunting Season Log (/doc/archery-deer-hunting-season-log/download): If you are an archery deer hunter in Massachusetts, keep

a daily log of your hunting activities and observations of wildlife during the archery deer season (Oct. 7 – Nov. 30, 2019 in WMZs 10-14

Drivers, brake for moose and deer

Preliminary bear harvest report for September season

Keep a hunting log and win prizes!
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and Oct. 21 – Nov. 30 in WMZs 1-9). Because archery hunters are usually very stealthy and camouflaged, you are uniquely suited to

record valuable observations of wildlife including deer, wild turkey, black bear, coyote, and other species not commonly observed.

Game Bird Hunting Season Log (/doc/game-bird-hunting-log/download): If you are a game bird hunter in Massachusetts, keep a daily log of

your hunting activities and observations of game birds while hunting bobwhite quail, pheasant, woodcock, or grouse (Oct. 19 – Nov.

30, 2019). These observations will provide MassWildlife biologists with information on game bird populations across the state and

allow them to evaluate hunter effort of various upland game bird species. MassWildlife seeks to maintain healthy game bird

populations while ensuring quality hunting experiences for both wild and stocked birds across the Commonwealth.

Your input is essential! MassWildlife needs hunter participation in every Wildlife Management Zone. Please help us spread the work about

these important projects.

In spring, small seabirds called terns abandon their winter homes to trek up to thousands of miles northward to Massachusetts for one

purpose: to raise young terns on beaches. For species like terns where males and females share nesting duties, choosing a partner is

serious business, especially after a big travel investment! Terns evaluate potential mates and renew bonds with a previous mate through a

variety of behaviors. Performing aerial displays, presenting gifts of fish, and conducting other courtship rituals are all part of the “test.”

There are four species of tern that nest in the Commonwealth: common, least, roseate, and arctic. All have black caps, gray backs, and

white bellies. While many people find it hard to tell the species apart, the terns know who’s who. The species differ in leg and bill color,

pattern on the cap, body size, voice, flight characteristics, and details of courtship behavior. In fact, some of these differences may have

evolved to avoid “mistakes” in mate selection. Individuals generally must look, sound, and behave a certain way to be considered suitable

partners.

When pairs consisting of individuals of different species do form, they are usually less successful at nesting: many eggs fail to hatch and

chicks are less likely to survive. In other words, it is generally not in a tern’s best interest to select a partner of a different species.

Terns are very sensitive to disturbance and require hands-on protection and management to be successful, so MassWildlife works with

several of the most important tern colonies annually. In 2007, MassWildlife was surprised to observe a common tern and an arctic tern

with two chicks in a large nesting colony in Buzzards Bay. Through genetic testing, the chicks were determined to be the biological

offspring of the mixed-species pair— this was the first confirmation that common and arctic terns can hybridize (interbreed).

Given the “tests” potential mates must pass, how and why did this pair form? MassWildlife speculates that there are a couple of main

factors. The number of arctic terns nesting in the state in recent years can be counted on one hand and there seem to be more males than

females—bad news for our arctic tern, a male. He probably became well aware of his prospects of finding an arctic tern female and

eventually considered other options. Massachusetts’ common tern population numbers in  the thousands, however, so why did the

female common tern accept him as a mate? Quite possibly youthful ignorance: in 2007, she was likely a first-time nester based on her

age, which could be determined by her numbered leg band. MassWildlife bands terns each year to support our monitoring and research

studies.

Over the years, this capable pair has produced many apparently healthy hybrid young, at least one of which returned to the island as an

adult to nest. As of this past summer, the common and arctic tern were still together—a pair bond lasting at least 13 years, just a year shy

of the longest known pair bond for common terns. Stay tuned in 2020!

Curious about what goes on at ‘The Fish Lab’ in Turners Falls? This is your chance to find out during the USGS Leetown Science Center

S.O. Conte Anadromous Fish Research Laboratory Open House to be held Saturday, October 19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

An unlikely pair of terns going strong for 13 years

Open house at USGS fish lab October 19 highlights fish passage work
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This free event is an opportunity to meet USGS scientists and learn about the important research they do on fish in the Connecticut River

watershed and how it helps natural resource managers protect, conserve and restore fish important to sport and commercial fishermen

and to ecosystems.

This open house showcases the challenges facing fish as they swim up and down rivers and streams, negotiate dams, move between

freshwater and saltwater, face increasing water temperatures and tackle other barriers in the Connecticut River and beyond.

Through interactive displays, videos, and demonstrations, you will learn a lot about Connecticut River fishes, including sturgeon, salmon,

shad, eels and lamprey. USGS scientists will talk about what fish eat, what their offspring look like, how fast can they swim, and how USGS

uses this information to build better fishways. A special exhibit will also feature live salamanders, highlighting the surprising number of

species found here in Massachusetts.

USGS scientists at the Conte Lab and their students are eager to answer all your fish & salamander questions!

The event will be held at the USGS Leetown Science Center, S.O. Conte Anadromous Fish Laboratory, located at: 1 Migratory Way, Turners

Falls, MA.

(https://www.google.com/maps/place/USGS+S.O.+Conte+Anadromous+Fish+Research+Center/@42.5965772,-72.577976,15.48z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x89e12f65537e598f

To encourage budding young writers to share their outdoor experiences, the New England Outdoor Writers Association (NEOWA) is

sponsoring a writing contest for youth in grades 6–12. Entries must be non-fiction and focus on outdoor-oriented stories and no more

than 500 words. Topics may  include: fishing, boating, archery, shooting, hunting, trapping, field trials, sporting dogs, camping, woodcraft,

diving, snorkeling, hiking, rock climbing, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, wildlife watching, and similar activities that relate to outdoor

recreation, natural resources and nature.

Any youth may submit an entry; school students and youth organization members may submit work that may have been part of an

assignment within a school or youth program. Entries from writers in grades 6–8 will be judged in the Junior Division; submissions from

entrants in grades 9–12 will be judged in the Senior Division. Junior and Senior State Winners will each receive a $125 cash prize. The state

winning entries will then be judged for a New England Regional award. New England Regional winners from the Junior and Senior levels

will each receive an additional $150. Bay State winners' stories will be published on the NEOWA website and in Massachusetts

Wildlife magazine. Winning works from other states will be published in other New England outdoor publications.

All submissions must be received by February 15, 2020. Entries from Massachusetts young writers should be submitted to Marion Larson

at marion46@verizon.net (mailto:marion46@verizon.net) and Barnet Sherman bs8082@gmail.com (mailto:bs8082@gmail.com). Entries from

other states must be sent to their respective state judges. More details on the Youth Writing Contest can be found at www.neowa.org

(https://c/Users/Marion/Documents/www.neowa.org).

Youth invited to share outdoor experiences through writing contest
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