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Introduction 

 The collections in the State Library of Massachusetts 

encompass much more than just books. The holdings also 

include maps and atlases, manuscripts and manuscript 

collections, photographs, realia, media, and most important for 

the matter at hand, works of art. This new publication, Art in the 

State Library, will introduce you to the artworks currently on 

display. Other works of art, including photographs, paintings, 

prints and drawings, and textiles, are cataloged in our online 

catalog, and the library staff will be glad to help you find them. 

 Our main reading room in the State House has been 

restored to the original design and colors of the 1890s, so the art 

on display there in all its many formats looks even better than it 

did before.  I invite you to visit the State Library to see these 

treasures for yourself. 

 

Elvernoy Johnson                                                                            

State Librarian of Massachusetts                                               

October 2015 

ii 



  

 

 

Plaques 

 Outside of the third 

floor main entrance to the 

library is the Fingold 

plaque. George Fingold 

(1908-1958) served as the 

Massachusetts Attorney 

General from 1953 to 

1958. In 1960 the 

Massachusetts legislature 

officially renamed the 

library as the George 

Fingold Library in his 

honor. 

 The bronze plaque, 

which measures 50 x 28¾ 

x 1 in., was created by Ralph Cooper in 1960 and was given to the 

State Library that same year in conjunction with the library’s 

renaming.   
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Facsimile of the Declaration of Independence 

 Hanging in the library’s reading room is a bronze plaque 

of the Declaration of Independence, which was given to the 

library in 1929 by Governor Frank Allen. This engraved bronze 

facsimile was designed and cast in 1928 by the Gorham 

Company Bronze Division, located in Providence, Rhode Island. 

It is mounted on wood and measures 33¾ x 27 in.   
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Busts 

 The State Library’s 

bronze bust of Theodore 

Roosevelt was sculpted from 

memory by John Gutzon 

Borglum (1867-1941) in 1919.   

 Borglum is most 

famous for designing the 

sculpted Mount Rushmore 

presidential portraits 

(including Roosevelt), but 

this particular piece precedes 

the start of that monumental 

project by eight years. The 

bust, which measures 31 x 23 

x 16½ in., is signed by the 

artist on the front and was 

given to the library in 1945 

by the Roosevelt Club of 

Boston.   

Theodore Roosevelt 
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Caleb Tillinghast 

 Caleb Tillinghast (1843-1909) was the Massachusetts State 

Librarian from 1879 to 1909. His bust was created from plaster 

by Paul A. Garey. Though the date of acquisition is unknown, 

Garey was active in the city of Boston between the years 1838 

and 1881. The bust is signed “Paul A. Garey/Boston” on the back 

and measures 25 x 16½ x 14 in. 
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 In 1908 the Commonwealth commissioned the creation of 

a bust depicting United States Senator George Frisbie Hoar 

(1826-1904) of Massachusetts. Daniel Chester French sculpted 

the piece from marble, which stands at 31 x 23 x 15 in. It is 

signed on the side by the artist.  

George Frisbie Hoar 
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 Arthur Buckminster Fuller (1822-1862) was a teacher, 

missionary, and clergyman. In the 1850s he served as chaplain 

for the Massachusetts Senate and House of Representatives, and 

in 1861 he was commissioned as the chaplain of the 16th 

Massachusetts Regiment during the Civil War. On December 

11, 1862, Fuller was killed 

at the Battle of 

Fredericksburg, Virginia, 

after volunteering to 

accompany the 19th 

Massachusetts Regiment 

across the Rappahannock 

River.   

Arthur Buckminster Fuller 

 Made from plaster, 

this piece measures 27 x 

15 x 12 in. and is 

attributed to artist George 

H. Bartlett, circa 1863. The 

bust was given the same 

year to the State Library 

by Fuller’s family. 
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 John Davis Long (1838-1915) had an impressive career 

serving as Massachusetts Governor, U.S. Representative, and 

Secretary of the Navy. Pierre Millet created the 26 x 13 x 11 in. 

bust from plaster, probably at some point between 1880 and 

1894, when Millet was active in Boston. It is signed by the artist 

under the shoulder and was gifted to the Commonwealth by an 

unknown source.   

John Davis Long 
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 Marcus Tullius Cicero (106-43 B.C) was a Roman 

statesman and orator and a frequent subject of sculptors in the 

nineteenth century. The State Library’s plaster bust of Cicero, 

which measures 24½ x 12 x 10½ in., was created by an unknown 

artist and was modeled after a classical bust in the Capitoline 

Museum in Rome. It is inscribed, “Ciceron Buste/Antique Musee 

Capitole.”   

Marcus Tullius Cicero 
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Portraits   

 Hanging in the State 

Library’s reading room, this 

oil painting depicts Chief 

Justice Roderick Ireland, 

Governor Deval Patrick, and 

U.S. Senator William “Mo” 

Cowan standing on the front 

steps of the Massachusetts 

State House.  

 Painted by Sharman 

Altshuler, this portrait is 

based on a photograph 

taken on July 3, 2013, by 

Governor’s Office Photographer Eric Haynes. The 

photograph was taken to commemorate the first time in 

Massachusetts’ history that the offices of Governor, U.S. 

Senator, and Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court were 

all held at the same time by African American men. The 

painting, which measures 56 x 40 in., was unveiled in the 

State Library on December 15, 2014.  

From left: Roderick Ireland, Deval Patrick, 

and William “Mo” Cowan 
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 In the State Library’s reading room hangs the portrait of 

Charles Carleton Coffin (1823-1896). A famous freelance war 

journalist and correspondent, Coffin covered presidential 

elections, the inauguration of Abraham Lincoln, and, perhaps 

most noteworthy, the Civil War through first-hand accounts. 

The oil-on-canvas portrait was created from life by Frank Hector 

Tompkins and measures 38¾ x 29 in. The inscription on the 

portrait reads, “Charles Carleton Coffin, 1823-1896, bequeathed 

to the State Library,” which occurred in 1896. 

Charles C. Coffin 
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Freedom Trail Tapestry  

 On display in room 442 of the State Library is a beautiful 

needlework tapestry of points of interest on the Freedom Trail. 

In honor of the American Bicentennial in 1976, the members of 

the Massachusetts Chapter of the American Needlepoint Guild 

placed this 11 x 5 ft. tapestry on permanent loan in the library. 

The tapestry depicts eleven historical sites on the trail, including 

the Old North Church, the Old State House, and King’s Chapel. 

The caption next to the piece reads, “Created for the 

Massachusetts Senate by members of the Massachusetts 

Chapter, American Needlepoint Guild.” The caption also 

includes the names of all participating needlework artists and 

the names of the locations detailed on the tapestry. 
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Stained Glass Windows 

 Visitors cannot miss the stunning stained glass windows 

in rooms 341 and 442 of the State Library. The stained glass was 

planned and designed by Charles Brigham, an architect who 

was heavily involved with the construction of the 1895 State 

House extension. The painting and decorating firm of Lewis F. 

Perry completed the stained glass work using Brigham’s 

designs.   

 The seven intricate 6 x 3 ft. stained glass fanlights that 

still survive were designed to complement the library’s original 

paint scheme of greens, ochres, and terra cottas. 
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 In addition to creating the 

stained glass windows, Perry’s firm 

also painted the decorative ceiling 

in the library.            

 Although the ceiling was 

painted over in 1964, the original 

paint colors are still visible in one 

small section of the ceiling 

located above the library’s 

mezzanine. 

One of three stained glass windows in the ceiling of the State Library. Each   

window measures 15 x 9 ft. and displays an important date in U.S. history: 1620 

(the landing of the Mayflower), 1775 (pictured; the start of the Revolutionary 

War), and 1861 (the start of the Civil War).  
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Prints and Photographs 

 Hanging on the walls of the library’s reading room and 

mezzanine are a number of beautiful reproductions of prints 

and photographs from the library’s collections. These prints 

provide a glimpse into the wealth of visual materials held by the 

State Library, including maps, photographs, and drawings.   

Bird’s Eye View Map of Boston, 1877                                                    

(from the library’s collection of bird’s eye view maps) 
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Above: photograph of an unknown Civil 

War soldier (from the Colonel Alfred 

Stedman Hartwell manuscript collection) 

Below: Plan de la Ville de Boston, circa 

1760 (from the library’s map collection) 

Above: Hoosac Tunnel—west end 

photograph (from the Hoosac 

Tunnel photograph collection)                     

Below: Mockingbird print (from the 

library’s complete set of John James 

Audubon’s Birds of America) 
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State Library Restoration 

 In addition to all of the beautiful 

works of art displayed in the State 

Library, the library itself could be 

considered a work of art. Established in 

1826, the State Library moved to its 

present location in the State House in 

1895 and was praised in the Boston 

Sunday Post for its beautiful stained glass 

windows, exquisitely carved marble 

doorway, fluted Corinthian columns, and 

rich, deep paint colors. 

Decorative rosette, before & after restoration Decorative column,           

before & after restoration 
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 Once the color scheme was revealed, artisans 

painstakingly recreated the look of the library from 1895. They 

painted the many architectural details of the library by hand, 

including the decorative columns, which were painted using a 

stippling technique. 

 As the years went by, the library’s walls were painted over 

several times, and the original paint scheme was subsequently 

lost. In late 2014, however, the library embarked upon a 

restoration project and worked with conservators to rediscover 

the original paint colors of the library. The conservators drilled 

cross-sections from the library’s walls and examined them with a 

microscope to reveal the fifteen different colors of the library’s 

original paint scheme, including pale terra cotta glazes and 

green walls with ochre picture rails. 

Architectural detail, before & after restoration 
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 In addition to restoring the library’s original paint 

scheme, the State Library’s interior restoration project also 

included the creation of new furniture, the renovation of the 

skylights in the stacks areas, and the restoration of the metal 

bookcases in the library’s reading room. 

 In order to add 

more seating in the 

library, skilled artisans 

from the North Bennet 

Street School in Boston 

created a replica of an 

antique oval table 

located in the library’s 

reading room. The 

replica is virtually indistinguishable from the original. 

 The skylights in 

the library’s stacks, 

previously boarded 

over,  were replaced 

with new UV-protective 

glass. The stacks are 

now illuminated with 

natural light.  
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 Not included in the 

library’s restoration project, but still beautiful in its artistry, is 

the library’s wrought 

iron metalwork. 

Visitors to the library 

may view the 

intricate wrought 

iron designs of the 

balustrade in the 

library’s mezzanine, 

room 442. 

 Now that this 

phase of the restoration work has been completed, visitors to the 

State Library may view the interior much as it appeared upon 

the library’s opening in the late nineteenth century.  

 The numerous 

metal bookcases that line 

the walls of the reading 

room were restored to 

their original colors of 

olive green with bronze 

trimmings. 
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