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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
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To the Citizens of Massachusetts: 

Daniel Webster once prophesied that Ma1sachusetts will stand proudly 

forever. 

Who is there who has a feeling for this fine land who will not share 

his hope? But, a hope it is, and must be always, if it is to be fulfilled. 

Nor will it be fulfilled by law alone, as perhaps Mr. Webster envisioned, 

but rather by public interest and support which YOU, the citizen, renders. 

For the past decade the public in this Commonwealth has focused more 

than a fair share of its interest upon programs and laws which directly or 

indirectly influence our natural resources and their conservation. The 

influence of your interest reached a peak during this fiscal year with the 

enactment of the Massachusetts Clean Waters Program. Think of it! It took 

sixty-seven years in this century to stem the flooding tide of water pollution, 

and this because YOU were interested. 

In this fiscal year we observed the first coastal wetland restriction 

against destruction because YOU have required a program to reserve a natural 

value heretofore overlooked completely. During the same period professional 

resource managers issued more than five hundred restrictive orders on proposed 

dredging or filling cases involving tidal or non-tidal waters. 

Consider the expansion in your own communities. Remember the field where 

you once romped, the brook which provided endless hours of exploration, the 

wonderful view of the ocean across the marshes, the wildlife that intrigued 

you in your youth, the clean air you enjoyed and the woodlands which were 

the source of so many wonders? Where are they now? If your children enjoy 

them, then count your blessings and theirs. Chances are, though, that they 

are but memories where you live. 



But our appeal in resource management cannot, and should not, be alone 

to the beauty of nature and the nostalgia of memories. And so we have spent 

endless hours and days in gathering proof that retention of open space has 

certain tangible benefits, not the least of which is a greater profit to 

the developer. The fishennan, commercial as well as sportsman, needs little 

more proof to align himself with aspirants of marsh protection and water 

pollution abatement. Nor does the woodsman require a watchful eye in his 

logging operations as in the not too distant past. 

To indicate in this official report that complete success has been 

attained would be wrong. You and we have made a very good start. A 

comparison with most areas of New England and the nation will place us 

in a rather favorable position by comparison. Yet comparisons and their 

favorability do not manage our resources. There are still fonnidable foes 

and many, many "mountains to cross." 

The demands and pressures being exerted upon our public lands and 

waters, even our air and our right to a view, are immense. Since there 

is no indication that these pressures will diminish (to the contrary, all 

signs indicate that they will be magnified), then we must be ever alert 

to require their wisest and fairest management and most sensible use and 

protection. One way to insure these ends is to have a strong but fair 

and workable resource management program permitting the restriction of 

use of marginal lands which are at the same time barriers against nature's 

furies and aids to her munificences. 

A word about politics and the politician in conservation. When you 

speak long enough and loudly enough they deduce that you "mean it" and 

will not fail to react. Some confusion develops on a few occasions when 
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organized groups are not completely in agreement on mechanics. Everyone 

agreed that our waters should be cleaner. Not everyone agreed upon the 

methods of accomplishing this end. And in more rare instances where these 

debates are not resolved the government delays action. We can no longer 

afford delays in managing Massachusetts' natural environment. This 

deterrent, then, must be resolved for the Legislative powers of govermnent 

and the Executive have never been so ready to cooperate. 

As Boston is the "Hub" of the Connnonwealth, so Massachusetts is the 

"Hub" of New England. Although our greatest attentions are focused on 

our own state, we cannot ever again live in a single state vacuum. Our 

neighboring states around us need our support and, in the resource world, 

we need theirs. This will be accomplished in our work through three vital 

organizations: The New England Regional Commission, the New England 

Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission and the New England River 

Basins Colllnission. You will hear, I am confident, great things from these 

interstate groups within a single year; 

The volumes which follow this brief report will serve as a testimony 

to hundreds of dedicated people in your Department of Natural Resources to 

whom I wish to express publicly my appreciation, gratitude and admiration. 

I can only hope that many of you will come to our office to observe first 

hand the nerve center of resource management and protection and to see 

these people in action. 

I am especially grateful, too, to Governor John A. Volpe for his 

tremendous support of our goals; and to the Great and General Court for 

its legislative aid so necessary to agency programs; and to our citizen 
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Board of Natural Resources, five distinguished and honorable men who 

serve at considerable expense to themselves to steer our administrative 

ship of state while keeping the anchor line ever taut. 

Finally, I thank YOU the citizen of Massachusetts who is making 

this state a better place for all of us. 

I!lt-� 
Robert L, Yasi '� 
Commissioner r ..
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