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Chap. 121 An Act relative to the construction of buildings

IN THE COUNTY OF HAMPDEN FOR A COUNTY TRAINING
SCHOOL.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

ITamended. SECTION 1. Sectioii two of chapter one hundred and
twenty-two of the General Acts of the year nineteen hundred
and fifteen is hereby amended by inserting after the word
"hundred", in the fourth Hue, the words: — and forty,

—

Construction of SO as to read as follows: — Section 2. In order to meet the

Hampden'" expcusc iucurrcd under this act, the county commissioners

a°TOunty
"^ of tlic couuty of Hampdeu are hereby authorized to borrow

training school, fj-gm time to time upon the credit of the county a sum not

exceeding one hundred and forty thousand dollars, and to

issue the bonds or notes of the county therefor. The bonds

or notes shall be payable in such annual payments, beginning

not more than one year after the date of each loan, as will

extinguish each loan within twenty years from its date, and

the amount of such annual payment of any loan in any year

shall not be less than the amount of the principal of the

loan payable in any subsequent year. Each authorized issue

of bonds or notes shall constitute a separate loan. The
said bonds or notes shall bear interest at a rate not exceed-

ing five per cent per annum, payable semi-annually, and
shall be signed by the treasurer of the county and counter-

signed by a majority of the county commissioners. The
county may sell the said securities at public or private sale,

upon such terms and conditions as the county commissioners

may deem proper, but they shall not be sold for less than

their par value, and the proceeds shall be used only for the

purposes herein specified.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 11, 1916.

Chav. 122 An Act relative to commitment and discharge of
FEEBLE-MINDED PERSONS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

1909. 504 §63, SectionI. Chapter fivc hundred and four of the acts of

the year nineteen hundred and nine is hereby amended by
striking out section sixty-three and inserting in place thereof

anddi3char"eof
^^^ following: — Scctiou 63. If upon application in writing,

feeble-minded a judge of probate finds that a person is a proper subject for
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the Massachusetts School for the Feeble-Minded or the

Wrentham state school, he may commit him thereto by an

order of commitment directed to the trustees thereof, accom-

panied by the certificate of a physician, qualified as provided

in section thirty-two, that such person is a proper subject for

said institution. The ph^'sician who makes the said certifi- Certificate of

.
-^ •

.
puysician.

cate shall have examined the alleged feeble-minded person

within five days of his signing and making oath to the

certificate. A certificate bearing date more than ten days

prior to the order of commitment of any person alleged to

be feeble-minded shall be void, and the order of commit-
ment herein provided for shall be void if such person shall

not be received at the school to which he was committed

by such order of commitment within thirty days after the

date thereof. Unless the person sought to be committed is
Noticeof

.
i> 1 1

• !• • • commitment.
present at the tmie of the hearmg, or the application is

made by some one legally entitled to the custody of such

person, notice of the application and of the time and place

of hearing thereon shall be given to the person sought to be

committed, and the order of commitment shall state what
notice was given or the finding of facts which made notice

unnecessary, and shall authorize custody of the person until

he shall be discharged by order of a court or otherwise in

accordance with law.

Section 2. Section sixty-four of chapter five hundred isoo, 504 §64,

IP i>i i> ^ '' • 1111" amended.
and tour or the acts 01 the year nineteen hundred and nine

is hereby amended by inserting after the word "school", in

the tenth line, the following: — A physician who makes the

said certificate shall have examined the alleged feeble-

minded person within five days of his signing and making
oath to the certificate, and such medical certificate shall be

void if the person certified to be feeble-minded shall not be
received at the school to which he is committed within

thirty days after the date thereof, — so as to read as fol-

lows: — Section 64- The trustees of said institutions may Voluntary

at their discretion receive, maintain and educate in the * "^^^'°'*^-

school department, any feeble-minded person from this

commonwealth, gratuitously or otherwise, upon application

being made therefor by the parent or guardian of such

person, w^hich application shall be accompanied by the

certificate of a physician, qualified as provided in section

thirty-two, that such .person is deficient in mental ability,

and that in the opinion of the physician he is a fit subject

for said school. A physician who makes the said certificate



98 General Acts, 1916. — Chap. 122.
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shall have examined the alleged feeble-minded person within

five days of his signing and making oath to the certificate,

and such medical certificate shall be void if the person

certified to be feeble-minded shall not be received at the

school to which he is committed within thirty days after

the date thereof. Special pupils may be received from

any other state or province at a charge of not less than three

hundred dollars a year. The trustees may also at their

discretion receive, maintain and educate in the school de-

partment other feeble-minded persons, gratuitously or upon
such terms as they may determine.

Section 3. Section seventy-eight of said chapter five

hundred and four is hereby amended by adding at the end
thereof the following: — Such an application may likewise

be made by any inmate of the j\Jassachusetts School for the

Feeble-Minded or of the Wrentham state school, or by any
person in behalf of such inmate, — so as to read as follows:

— Section 78. Any person may make written application to

a justice of the supreme judicial court at any time and in

any county, stating that he believes or has reason to believe

that a person named in such application is confined as an
insane person in a hospital for the insane or other place,

public or private, and ought not longer to be so confined,

and giving the names of all persons supposed to be interested

in keeping him in confinement, and requesting his discharge.

Such an application may likewise be made by any inmate

of the Massachusetts School for the Feeble-Minded or of

the Wrentham state school, or by any person in behalf of

such inmate.

Section 4. Section seventy-nine of said chapter five

hundred and four is hereby amended by striking out the

word "person", in the seventh and eighth lines, and insert-

ing in place thereof the words: — or feeble-minded person,

as the case may be, — so as to read as follows :
— Section

79. The justice, upon reasonable cause shown for a hearing,

shall order notice of the time and place thereof to be given

to the superintendent or manager of the hospital or place

of confinement, and to such other persons as he considers

proper; and such hearing shall be given as soon as con-

veniently may be before any justice of said court in any

county. The alleged insane, or feeble-minded person, as the

case may be, may be brought before the justice at the hear-

ing upon a writ of habeas corpus, if any person so requests

and the justice considers it proper. Pending the decision of
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the court such person shall remain in the custody of the Further
. , , ^

' . . .

'

, i>roceedings.

supermtendent or manager. An issue or issues may he

framed and submitted to a jury by direction of the justice

or on the request of any person who appears in the case.

The jurors may be those in attendance on said court, if in

session at the time of the hearing, or may be summoned for

the purpose upon the order of the justice substantially in

accordance with the provisions of chapter one hundred and

seventy-six of the Revised Laws.

Section 5. Section eighty of said chapter five hundred
a^H^'Jieti

^ ^^'

and four is hereby amended by inserting after the word
"confined", in the fifth fine, the words: — or in case of an
inmate of the Massachusetts School for the Feeble-Minded,

or of the Wrentham state school, that such inmate is not

feeble-minded, or that continued custody of his person is

unnecessary and unreasonable, or that he can be discharged

with safety to himself and the state, and will be cared for

properly elsewhere, — so as to read as follows: — Section 80. dan°erou^ to be

If it appears upon the verdict of the jury, or in the opinion discharged.

of the justice, if the case is not submitted to a jury, that the

person so confined is not insane, or that he is not dangerous

to himself or others and ought not longer to be so confined,

or in case of an inmate of the IMassachusetts School for the

Feeble-Minded, or of the Wrentham state school, that such

inmate is not feeble-minded, or that continued custody of

his person is unnecessary and unreasonable, or that he can

be discharged with safety to himself and the state, and will

be cared for properly elsewhere, he shall be discharged from
confinement.

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 13, 1,916.

An Act relative to the acquisition and maintenance
(7/^^^) 123

of aeroplanes by the militia.

Be it enacted, etc., as follmvs:

Section 1. The adjutant general is hereby authorized
nimntenin°e^°o1

to receive on behalf of the commonwealth any aeroplanes aeroplanes by

that may be donated to the commonwealth, to be operated

by members of the militia under his direction. For the

maintenance and repair of the same he may expend during

the current year a sum not exceeding twenty-five hundred
dollars.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 14, 1016.


