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The commission shall have power to take such lands in fee

with the approval of the governor and council. The com-

mission may, after a public hearing, sell or exchange any

land thus acquired which in the judgment of the commission

can no longer be used advantageously for the purposes of

this act. The average cost of land purchased by the com-

mission shall not exceed five dollars an acre. The commis- Commission

sion shall have the same powers in acquiring land under this tain'^powersin

act which are given to the metropolitan park commission ufnd.'etcf

established by chapter four hundred and seven of the acts

of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-three, and acts

amendatorj^ thereof, and any person aggrieved by a de-

termination of damages made by the commission may have

the same assessed by a jury of the superior court in the

manner and subject to the limitations specified in said

chapter four hundred and seven, as amended.
/{pyroved Ayril 18, 1916.

An Act relative to the authority of the public (Jfmj) 137
SERVICE COMMISSION IN RESPECT TO SWITCH CONNECTIONS
AND INTERCHANGE TRACKS OF RAILROAD CORPORATIONS
AND STREET RAILWAY COMPANIES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1 . Section twenty-five of chapter seven hundred
^n'^'n^ed

^
^^'

and eighty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
thirteen is hereby amended by inserting after the word
"designate", in the fifteenth line, the words: — and, in case

the board of aldermen of a city or the selectmen of a town
act adversely upon, or fail to act within sixty days from
the date of, the filing of a petition brought by a street rail-

way company in accordance with the provisions of section

sixty-four of Part III of chapter four hundred and sixty-

three of the acts of the ,year nineteen hundred and six, for

a location of tracks in such city or town upon which the

petitioning company may construct the switch connection

or interchange track necessary to the establishment of such

through routes or transportation, or to the operation of

such cars or other equipment, the petitioner or any interested

party may, within sixty days thereafter, file such petition

with the public service commission which may, if after notice

and a public hearing it is of the opinion that public con-

venience and necessity so require, grant locations upon
which the grantee company may construct the switch
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connection or interchange track necessary to the establish-

ment of such through routes or transportation, or to the

operation of such cars or other equipment, — by inserting

after the word "such", in the sixteenth Hue, the words:—
railroad or railway, — by inserting after the word " com-
panies", in the twenty-second line, the word:— and, — by
striking out all after the word "operated", in the twenty-

fourth line, down to and including the word "equipment",
in the twenty-eighth line, and by inserting after the word
^'them", in the thirty-second line, the words: — and 'pro-

vided, further, that in case of a petition for the establishment

of such through routes and transportation by railway com-

panies, or for locations for the construction of the switch

connection or interchange track necessary to the establish-

ment of such through routes and transportation by railway

companies, the commission shall give fourteen days' notice

of any public hearing held by it under the foregoing pro-

visions of this section, to the petitioners, to the companies

affected and to the board of aldermen of the city or the

selectmen of the town within which the lines of said com-
panies connect or within which a connection between the

lines of said companies is proposed to be made, — so as to

read as follows:

—

-Section 25. Wherever there is no satis-

factory through route for the transportation of passengers

or freight at a reasonable rate the commission shall have

power by order, after notice and a public hearing had upon
complaint, to require any two or more railroad or railway

companies whose lines, owned, operated, leased, or con-

trolled by stock ownership, or otherwise, form a continuous

or connecting line of transportation, or could be made to do
so by the construction and maintenance of switch connection

or interchange track at connecting points, or by transfer

of property or passengers at connecting points, to establish

through routes and joint rates, fares and charges for the

transportation of passengers and property, and for the

operation of the cars and other equipment for such trans-

portation, within the commonwealth, as the commission

may by its order designate; and, in case the board of alder-

men of a city or the selectmen of a town act adversely upon,

or fail to act within sixty days from the date of, the filing of

a petition brought by a street railway company in accordance

with the provisions of section sixty-four of Part III of chapter

four hundred and sixty-three of the acts of the year nineteen

hundred and six, for a location of tracks in such city or town
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upon which the petitioning company may construct the

switch connection or interchange track necessary to the

estabHshment of such through routes or transportation, or

to the operation of such cars or other equipment, the pe-

titioner or any interested party may, within sixty daj's

thereafter, file such petition with the pubHc service com-
mission which may, if after notice and a public hearing it is

of the opinion that public convenience and necessity so

require, grant locations upon which the grantee company
may construct the switch connection or interchange track

necessary to the establishment of such through routes or

transportation, or to the operation of such cars or other

equipment; and, in case such railroad or railway companies
cannot agree as to the division of rates or the conditions

under which such through routes or transportation shall be
established or such cars or other equipment operated, the

commission shall have power, after due hearing, to determine

and prescribe the proportionate portions of such through

rates payable to each of such companies, and, the conditions

under which such through routes or transportation shall be

established or such cars or other equipment operated: 'pro- Provisos.

vided, however, that a railroad or railway company shall have
control of and responsibility for the management and opera-

tion of all trains or cars while they are upon its railroad or

railway as fully as if it owned them; and provided, further,

that in case of a petition for the establishment of such

through routes and transportation by railway companies,

or for locations for the construction of the switch connection

or interchange track necessary to the establishment of such

through routes and transportation by railway companies,

the commission shall give fourteen days' notice of any public

hearing held by it under the foregoing provisions of this

section, to the petitioners, to the companies affected and
to the board of aldermen of the city or the selectmen of the

town within which the lines of said companies connect or

within which a connection between the lines of said com-
panies is proposed to be made. The commission may, upon Switch

reasonable terms and conditions, require and order any rail- fr°e'ighfin"

^°'

road or railway company which carries freight in carload ''^^^°^'^ ^°^^-

lots to establish and maintain for the purpose of receiving

or delivering freight in carload lots, a switch connection with

any private side track constructed on land adjoining the

location of any such railroad or railway, if the commission

is of opinion that such connection is reasonable and practi-
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cable, can be put in and used with safety, and will furnish

sufficient business to justify its construction and mainte-

nance, and the commission may grant to any railway com-
pany the necessary locations in public ways and places for

any switch connection ordered by the commission to be
constructed by such railway company.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 20, 1916.

1914, 795, § 3,

amended.

C/iap. 138 An Act to authorize certain municipal officers to
PREVENT THE GRANTING OF CERTAIN LICENSES BY THE
FIRE PREVENTION COMMISSIONER.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section three of chapter seven hundred and ninety-five of

the acts of the year nineteen hundred and fourteen is hereby

amended by adding at the end thereof the following: —
provided, however, that the mayor and city council of a city or

the board of selectmen of a town may disapprove the grant-

ing of such a license or permit, and upon such disapproval

the permit or license shall be refused, — so as to read as

follows:— Section 3. All existing powers, in whatever

officers, councils, bodies, boards or persons, other than the

general court and the judicial courts of the commonwealth,

they may be vested, to license persons or premises, or to

grant permits for or to inspect or regulate or restrain the

keeping, storage, use, manufacture, sale, handling, trans-

portation or other disposition of gunpowder, dynamite,

nitroglycerine, camphine or any similar fluids or compounds,

crude petroleum or any of its products, or any explosive or

inflammable fluids or compounds, tablets, torpedoes, rockets,

toy pistols, fireworks, firecrackers, or any other explosives,

and the use of engines and furnaces described in section

seventy-three of chapter one hundred and two of the Re-

vised Laws, are hereby transferred to and vested in the

commissioner: provided, however, that the mayor and city

council of a city or the board of selectmen of a town may dis-

approve the granting of such a license or permit, and upon

such disapproval the permit or license shall be refused.

Approved April 20, 1916.
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