
 

A message from the 

Massachusetts Department of 

Elementary and Secondary Education 

 

October 2019  

 

View this email in your browser  

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

As the leaves change color and usher us into a new season, we are grateful to continue to 

work in partnership with you all to ensure candidates are effectively prepared to take on 

their licensure roles and have a positive impact on the outcomes for PreK-12 students! 

This year, eleven approved Sponsoring Organizations will undergo the formal review 

process, and another thirteen have begun preparing for a visit in 2020-21. We are proud of 

the work happening across the Commonwealth, including initiatives by many of you to 

diversify your candidate pool, develop deeper partnerships with PreK-12 partners, and 

identify innovative ways to ensure candidates are getting more practice and feedback in 

the field, among so much else. 

 

One measure our team looks at each year is the number of Hiring Principals who indicate 

that the newly licensed educators they hire are fully ready to meet the needs of their 

students. In 2015, only 27% indicated their new hires who had recently completed an 

educator preparation program were fully ready; this past summer, that number increased 

to 49%. Cheers to all the intentional work that has led to that shift, and here’s to another 

year of working towards achieving a reality where all students in Massachusetts, especially 

those who need the most, have access to effective teachers and leaders. 
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This newsletter is packed with information. In it, you will find: 

 Resources regarding existing initiatives: optional templates for pre-

practicum gateways, enhancements to Results Analyzer, a new EDWIN report, and 

CURATE Reports 

 Experiences you can sign up for to get involved in initiatives: Ed Prep 

Network, OPTIC Roadshows, hosting InSPIRED Fellows, and the Sontag Prize 

 Opportunities to provide input: complete a survey on the program approval 

process 

 Additional non-DESE facilitated learning opportunities: webinars on 

developing Culturally Responsive Data Literate Teachers and Strengthening 

Teacher’s Ability to Use and Adapt Curriculum in Teacher Preparation 

Finally, a reminder: as you work to ensure your programs robustly address the updated 

Subject Matter Knowledge requirements, please keep in mind that each Sponsoring 

Organization must submit a Statement of Assurance (Appendix C in this Implementation 

Memo) by May 30, 2020. 

 

We will see some of you on Friday at the MACTE conference where we will answer your 

questions and provide an update on our work. For those of you who will not be there, you 

know where to reach us: Edprep@doe.mass.edu 

 

In partnership, 

The Educator Effectiveness Team 

 

Pre-Practicum Gateway Assessments 

 

 

What do pre-practicum gateway tasks look like? As a resource to support Sponsoring 

Organizations in planning for and developing gateway tasks aligned to the Pre-Practicum 

Guidelines, DESE has developed a set of gateway task templates focused on specific 

skills from the Professional Standards for Teachers. Available task templates include:  

 Adapting Instructional Materials: Candidates will adapt high-quality instructional 

materials to meet the needs of all learners. 

 Analyzing Student Data: Candidates will use a student data set to identify patterns, 

draw conclusions, and propose next steps for instruction that will improve learning 

for all students. 
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 Addressing Student Misconceptions: Candidates will use content and pedagogical 

knowledge to analyze student work, identify a misconception, and describe an 

instructional strategy to address the misconception. 

Each template includes instructions for how to customize the task for any licensure area, 

administer to teacher candidates, and calibrate among scorers. Task templates can be 

accessed here. 

 

ResultsAnalyzer Updates 

 

 

By now you will have received an email from es-raproductsupport.com announcing 

enhancements to the ResultsAnalyzer® data analysis tool effective on October 2, 2019. 

These enhancements include:  

 Access to individual candidate subarea performance indicators as well as subarea 

performance information at the aggregate level by test 

 Redesigned user interface that includes features to aid in the navigation and use of 

ResultsAnalyzer 

 Responsive design format that allows access on desktop computer, laptop, tablet, 

or other mobile devices 

 Addition of bookmarks that enable users to save filter view selections for future use 

 Expanded search capability to a broader selection of data 

 Easier access to bar charts that are displayed directly below data tables 

 Additional export formats such as PowerPoint and PDF 

As a reminder, educator preparation programs can see reports and generate custom 

reports that include up-to-date results for the educator preparation program through the 

software program that is made available to authorized users of the score-reporting system, 

ResultsAnalyzer. This score reporting system allows users to: 

 view, analyze, reorganize, download, and print reports based on test results data 

and on background information gathered during test registration; and 

 instantly access candidate, test, and program data. 

You can use ResultsAnalyzer to: 
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 create relevant and timely reports on candidate and educator preparation program 

test results; 

 customize data queries to align with program goals and areas of interest; 

 aggregate performance data across testing program years; 

 export data to Excel or other report software; 

 print graphics; and 

 analyze candidate and program data for numerous variables (including self-

reported data, such as gender and education level). 

 

New EDWIN Report for Districts 

to Strengthen Partnership Work 

 

 

DESE has just released a new report in EDWIN for all Massachusetts school districts: the 

Preparation Partnership Pipeline (P3) Report. Designed to provide districts with information 

about where their most effective and impactful teachers are coming from, the report helps 

districts answer the following questions: 

 From which approved preparation providers are we hiring the most teachers? 

 How effective are these teachers once employed in our district? 

 How prepared are they to be effective on Day 1? 

 How long do these teachers stay in our district? 

 How many student teachers are we supporting, and what proportion do we 

ultimately hire? 

The P3 Report combines data from multiple sources including educator evaluation ratings, 

hiring principal surveys, retention rates, and student teacher placement information, into a 

usable format that promotes valuable insight into specific providers’ pipeline to a given 

district, and the effectiveness and potential opportunity of each district/preparation 

partnership. We hope that districts will use the P3 report to both strengthen existing 

partnerships, and to seek out new ones in their ongoing effort to cultivate a diverse and 

effective teacher pipeline. Ask your district partner about the Preparation Partnership 

Pipeline (P3) Report today! 
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Have you heard of 

 

 

Teachers deserve curricular materials that help them serve all students well, and system 

leaders need reliable information on where to find the best materials. Launched in fall 

2018, the CURATE (CUrriculum RAtings by TEachers) project convenes panels of 

Massachusetts teachers to evaluate and report on the quality of specific commercial and 

open-source curriculum products, then issues user-friendly reports to help districts make 

informed decisions about curricular materials.  

The CURATE panels use several sources of evidence in their reviews:  

 Independent reviews of quality and alignment to college- and career-ready 

standards, such as the resources published by EdReports 

 Data from surveys, interviews, and focus groups conducted with Massachusetts 

educators who have experience with the materials 

 Information submitted directly by the materials’ publisher to DESE, including 

sample units and responses to specific questions and prompts   

Educator preparation organizations can use CURATE reports to identify high-quality 

materials that will help candidates understand what strong curriculum looks like, as well as 

to support candidates in using and adapting products used in partner districts. The rubrics 

that guide CURATE reviews, which align with the state’s learning standards and educator 

evaluation framework, can also be used as learning and calibration tools on their own. 

Check out the CURATE website to get an overview of product ratings or to view the full 

reports. 

Have a question about CURATE? Contact: instructionalsupport@doe.mass.edu  

 

 

Ed Prep Network 
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Earlier this month, colleagues from over 25 Sponsoring 

Organizations met at UMass Amherst to plan ways to 

embed math content into coursework to ensure that 

candidates develop fluency in content-specific pedagogy, 

per the updated Subject Matter Knowledge (SMK) 

Guidelines. We will meet again on November 19th at 

Fitchburg State to do the same for English Language Arts 

(ELA) and Literacy. This session is intended for faculty teaching methods courses to 

candidates who will be responsible for teaching ELA. At the Network Meeting, participants 

will access resources aligned to the 2017 ELA/Literacy Curriculum Framework and plan 

concrete action steps to adapt and augment course syllabi to provide increased 

opportunities for practice and feedback in ELA content pedagogy. Register here by 

November 1st. 

 

OPTIC Roadshow 

 

 

It is not too late to sign up for the two remaining OPTIC Roadshow dates! Come 

experience OPTIC: the Online Platform for Teaching and Informed Calibration, a dynamic 

online platform comprised of over 100 videos of classroom instruction. Learn how to bring 

educators together to develop a shared understanding of high quality practice (aligned to 

CAP’s Essential Elements), rigorous, standards-aligned instruction (aligned to the MA 

Curriculum Frameworks), and actionable feedback to strengthen teaching and support 

deeper learning. We will be in Northampton on December 4th and Bridgewater on 

December 9th. Sign up here. 

 

 

InSPIRED Fellowship  
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In October, the Department launched the 2nd cohort of InSPIRED Fellows. InSPIRED 

Fellows are eager to help increase the diversity rates of our educator preparation program 

enrollment in the next few years. By helping us identify opportunities on your campus for 

engagement with student interest groups and clubs with an explicit focus on 

underrepresentation, Fellows may be able to support your Sponsoring Organization 

directly in your efforts to increase the racial and ethnic diversity of your teacher candidate 

pool. Please respond to this form to tell us about opportunities on your campus. 

 

Sontag Prize in Education 

 

 

The Sontag Prize in Education is an annual award that recognizes and celebrates 

outstanding educators for their teaching excellence. First-time Sontag Prize recipients 

receive: 

 A $3,000 honorarium 

 An invitation to an awards dinner gala 

 Professional development led by leading education practitioners and researchers 

Educators who are selected for and accept the Sontag Prize expand their impact by 

committing to teach in an Acceleration Academy, a week-long academic program designed 

to accelerate student learning through engaging, standards-aligned lessons. 

The Acceleration Academies take place during the February and April school breaks in 

Massachusetts, with a focus on English language arts in February and math and science in 

April. During the Academies, core content teachers are paired with small groups of 

students (10–12) for the entire week and teachers are given the autonomy to design 

lessons based on their students' specific needs. 
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Educators who teach reading and writing, math, science, or specials (physical education, 

music, art, etc.) can apply. 

 

To learn more about the Sontag Prize and to apply, go here. If you have questions about 

the Sontag Prize and Acceleration Academies, please send an email to 

educatorrecognition@doe.mass.edu and write “Sontag Prize” in the email’s subject line. 

 

Seeking Your Input on Formal Review 

 

 

As we reflect on our moral imperative, "All children in Massachusetts, especially students 

who need the most, must have access to effective teachers and leaders," we know there 

are ways we can deepen our commitment to reaching this moral imperative. The Ed Prep 

Team believes that through improvements in the quality and depth of preparation for our 

new educators, we narrow the “experience gap” and help our first-year educators become 

ready for their first year with PK-12 students. 

While there has been an increase in overall teacher readiness over the past several years, 

we recognize there is a continual need for us to deepen our work to ensure all students, 

regardless of background and zip codes, have equitable access to high-quality educators 

who are able to positively impact student outcomes. This is especially important for our 

most vulnerable and historically underserved populations. 

The Department believes that regular program review ensures the continued growth and 

improvement of our Sponsoring Organizations. We would like to seek your input regarding 

how we can advance our work toward our moral imperative. Please complete this survey to 

provide us with input regarding how we can focus our program approval process to ensure 

all educators who complete are ready to work with our highest need populations. We would 

like to hear from you and learn, from your perspective, about how our current program 

approval process has an equity focus and how we can further deepen this focus. Please 

complete this survey by the end of the day Thursday, November 7th. 

 

 

Culturally Responsive Data Literate Teachers 

 

 

REL invites you to participate in a two-part interactive virtual workshop series designed to 

support educator preparation program faculty and staff, as well as Supervising 

Practitioners and Program Supervisors, to prepare culturally responsive, data-literate 

teachers who can use data to identify and leverage their students’ assets to better address 
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and meet their learning needs. Register for this free virtual workshop, with the first session 

on November 6th from 3:00-4:30pm, here.  

 

Webinar on Curriculum for New Teachers 

 

 

CCSSO invites you to attend a webinar on Strengthening Teacher’s Ability to Use and 

Adapt Curriculum in Teacher Preparation on December 19 from 3:30 – 4:30pm EST. The 

landscape on curriculum has shifted significantly over the last several years with growing 

availability of new and freely available curricular resources. Teacher preparation programs 

play a crucial role in supporting teachers from the start with the curriculum literacy skills 

they need to leverage curriculum most effectively for instruction. This session is specifically 

designed for deans and faculty in educator preparation programs and for the state policy 

leaders who work with these programs. The webinar panel participants will share 

reflections based on their own experiences in designing teacher preparation programs and 

courses to incorporate curriculum literacy, as well as concrete ideas for what this work 

could look like and how to engage others. Join on December 19th at 3:30pm EST by 

Zoom or phone: 646-558-8656 Meeting ID: 6507993969 

 

  

 

 

 

The mission of the Center for Instruction Support is to help schools, districts, and 

organizational partners build capacity to meet our Academic Vision.  

 

Academic Vision 

 

Every student in Massachusetts has access to a safe and supportive school 

environment that cultivates academic curiosity and confidence. Students have 

equitable access to an excellent education. Students read meaningful texts across 

content areas, work on complex real-world problems, participate in the arts, and 

share their ideas through speaking and writing using evidence, all in an effort to 

understand the world, their personal identities and their roles in the world. 

 

Instruction is most powerful when educators have strong content knowledge and 

access to high-quality instructional materials and professional learning that promote 

inclusive practice accessible to all students, including English learners and students 

with disabilities; support authentic, engaging, and interdisciplinary student learning 
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experiences; and invest families and students in their learning. 

 

To support standards-based learning, we believe that every student should engage: 

 with grade-appropriate text every day 

 with meaningful real-world problems every day 

 in scientific conversations using data every week 

… in a school environment that supports social-emotional learning, health, and safety. 

To receive the monthly Educator Preparation Newsletter in your inbox, 

please subscribe to our list.  
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