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MassWildlife is working on a new map showing pheasant stocked areas across Massachusetts.

The map is still in development, and your feedback this season will help us finalize the

features and design. The map shows general stocking locations and stocking frequency,

provides directions to parking and special notes about stocked properties. To get started, view

the map (/info-details/find-a-pheasant-stocked-area) to find stocking locations near you, and then

tell us what you think by scrolling to the Send Feedback button at the bottom of the page.

Once you’ve found a place to hunt, review pheasant hunting regulations

(/service-details/pheasant-hunting-regulations). And don’t forget to complete a game bird hunting log

(/files/documents/2019/09/25/gamebird_log_2019.pdf).

Thirteen municipalities, conservation organizations, and private landowners were awarded a

total of $341,396 for habitat management projects to improve habitat for rare or declining

populations of wildlife. The grants are provided through MassWildlife’s Habitat Management

Grant Program (/guides/masswildlife-habitat-management-grant-program-mhmgp) and will fund 13

wildlife habitat improvement projects totaling 698 acres in 14 communities.

In its fifth year, MassWildlife’s Habitat Management Grant Program provides financial

assistance to private and municipal landowners of conserved lands to improve and manage

habitat for wildlife deemed in greatest conservation need and certain game species. The

projects are also designed to complement ongoing habitat management efforts on state

lands and expand opportunities for hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, and other outdoor

recreation.

“The Habitat Management Grant Program furthers the Baker-Polito Administration’s

commitment to habitat management and wildlife protection,” said Energy and Environmental

Affairs Secretary Kathleen A. Theoharides. “Conservation science has repeatedly

demonstrated that continuous active habitat management activities for common and rare

wildlife and plants are necessary for ecological resiliency and diversity.”

New pheasant stocking map

Wildlife habitat grants awarded
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“Habitat management is key to benefiting the uncommon birds, mammals, reptiles, and

amphibians which are declining because their habitats are uncommon,” said Department of

Fish and Game Commissioner Ron Amidon. “This program provides us the opportunity to

expand our habitat management footprint and improve recreational opportunities for

sportsmen and women, birders, naturalists, and other outdoor enthusiasts.”

“Fish and wildlife habitat management for both rare and common species and to enhance

wildlife-related recreation opportunities is a top priority for MassWildlife,” said Dr. Mark Tisa,

Director of the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife. “Because 80% of Massachusetts is in private

ownership, working with committed municipal and private landowners is a no-brainer. These

grants help protect everyone’s investment in wildlife, habitat, and the enjoyment of outdoor

activities such as fishing, hunting, or watching wildlife.”

Recipients of the 2019 MassWildlife Habitat Management Grants:

Barnstable: The Town of Barnstable was awarded $23,570 to use prescribed fire to

improve pitch pine-oak woodland habitat at the West Barnstable Conservation Area.

Edgartown: The Nature Conservancy was awarded $25,889 to improve sandplain

grasslands on the Katama Plains.

Great Barrington: The Nature Conservancy was awarded $28,576 to create and improve

old field and shrubland habitats at the Schenob Brook Preserve.

Hardwick and North Brookfield: The East Quabbin Land Trust was awarded $13,642 to

conduct invasive species control at Mandell Hill and Wendemuth Meadow.

Lenox: The Town of Lenox was awarded $26,810 to remove the invasive hardy kiwi plant at

Kennedy Park and Mass Audubon’s Pleasant Valley Wildlife Sanctuary.

Marshfield: Mass Aududon was awarded $40,814 to perform field restoration work at the

Daniel Webster Wildlife Sanctuary.

Mashpee: The Orenda Wildlife Land Trust was awarded $16,704 to conduct a prescribed

burn to improve wildlife habitat.

Nantucket: The Nantucket Conservation Foundation was awarded $9,433 to manage

heathlands on the Middle Moors property.

North Andover: The Trustees of Reservations was awarded $44,272 to conduct habitat

restoration work at the Weir Hill Reservation.



Orange: Fred and Heather Heyes were awarded $49,681 to create young forest habitat.

Sandwich: The Town of Sandwich was awarded $23,570 to conduct a prescribed burn on

the Maple Swamp Conservation Area.

South Lee: South Lee Associates was awarded $13,655 for efforts to control invasive

species on Housatonic River properties.

Yarmouth: The Town of Yarmouth was awarded $24,780 to conduct a prescribed fire to

restore pitch pine-oak woodlands.

K–12 students submit artwork for a statewide art contest. In the process, students gain

awareness of the importance of preserving wetland habitats and the delights of wildlife.

The Junior Duck Stamp Program (JDS), modeled after the Federal Duck Stamp, was launched

in 1991 by the US Fish & Wildlife Service with the aim of increasing young people's awareness

of the importance of preserving wetland habitats and the delights of wildlife. In 1992, the US

Fish and Wildlife Service printed the first ever Junior Duck Stamp with the funds used to

provide awards, incentives, and scholarships to participating students, teachers, and schools.

This dynamic conservation and design program is designed to teach wetland habitat and

waterfowl conservation to students in kindergarten through high school. Using scientific and

wildlife observation principles, the program helps students communicate visually what they

have learned by creating an entry for the Junior Duck Stamp Program art contest. The non-

traditional pairing of subjects brings new interest to both science and the arts and teaches

greater awareness of our natural resources. The art is judged in four age group categories in a

statewide competition, and the entry judged Best of Show moves on to represent

Massachusetts in the national JDS competition, which will be hosted by Massachusetts in

2020.

Spotlight: Junior Duck Stamp

Junior Duck Stamp Program: Connecting youth with nature through
science and art

Conservation through the arts



DEADLINE: Artwork submissions must be postmarked by February 15 of each year.

For complete JDS program details visit, mass.gov/dfw/jds (http://mass.gov/dfw/jds)

Contact:

Pam Landry, Wildlife Education Coordinator

(508) 389-6310

pam.landry@mass.gov (mailto:pam.landry@mass.gov)

When I was three years old, I was diagnosed with a receptive and expressive language

disorder. I did not speak, so my form of communication was drawing pictures.

I entered my first piece of artwork in the Massachusetts Junior Duck Stamp (JDS) program 13

years ago. My journey started at the Jacob Edward Library on Main Street in Southbridge. They

had a program to help children draw ducks for the JDS program, and my five-year-old, art-

loving self wanted to draw my own duck. For the next 12 years, I worked hard to improve my

artistic skills for each of my entries. I did improve each year, but I did not always receive an

award.

Over those years, I was introduced to and experimented with a variety of art medium. My first

ever JDS artwork was done in marker. At the age of nine, I started taking art lessons at Designs

by Donna Olson and learned more about using pastels. While attending Mrs. Olson’s art

classes, she taught me the importance of detail and realism; and I used either pastels and ink

or pencil. At age 13, I used graphite pencil to draw my JDS entry, which was interesting and

challenging because graphite pencils are not erasable since they will smudge. At the age of 16,

I decided to do my entire JDS piece in black ink. I used a quilted pen for the details and I

mixed the ink with water to change its opaqueness for the base. The following year, I took a

high school painting class to learn new techniques that enhanced my abilities. For my final

two entries, I used acrylic paint because that was my strongest medium at the time.

The JDS program has made me a better artist and person. The program got me outside, away

from screens, and learning about wildlife in-person. I was also able to combine my passion for

photography by observing waterfowl in their natural habitat, capturing their images, and then

One Artist’s Journey with the Junior Duck Stamp Program by Jenna
Gormley
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using those images as references for my JDS art. The program raises conservation awareness

among youth and gets us involved with protecting wildlife and the wetlands they, and we,

depend on. I have met such amazing people through the JDS program. They have changed

my life in many ways, so thank you!

About the author: Jenna Gormley is a 2019 graduate of the Woodstock Academy in

Woodstock, Connecticut and she is attending Wentworth Institute of Technology in pursuit of

a Master's degree in Architecture. She is also well-versed in photography and pottery.

“One Artist’s Journey with the Junior Duck Stamp Program” by Jenna Gormley is featured in

the newest issue of Massachusetts Wildlife magazine. Subscribe to Massachusetts

Wildlife magazine today! (/how-to/massachusetts-wildlife-magazine)

To keep Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) from spreading to Massachusetts, it is illegal to

import deer parts (from any cervid species including white-tailed deer, mule deer, black-tailed

deer, caribou, moose, elk, etc.) from any state or province where CWD has been detected. This

includes MD, NY, OH, PA, VA, WV, and many other states and provinces – view a map of CWD

positive areas in North America (/service-details/chronic-wasting-disease-cwd). Live deer of any

species may not be brought into Massachusetts for any purpose. 

You may bring in meat which has been cut and wrapped (commercially or privately), deboned

meat, hides with no head attached, cleaned skull caps (no muscle or brain tissue attached)

with attached antlers, antlers with no muscle or brain tissue attached, or fixed taxidermy

mounts.

CWD is a contagious neurological disease that is 100% fatal to cervid species. It attacks the

brains of infected animals, causing them to exhibit abnormal behavior, become emaciated,

and eventually die. Infected deer can spread the infectious agents through urine, feces, saliva,

etc. for months before showing clinical symptoms. The infectious agents are in very high

concentrations in the brain and spinal tissue, so an infected carcass left on the landscape can

be major problem. The infectious agents can remain in the soil for over 10 years and can be

taken up into the leaves of plants that deer eat. No CWD infected deer have been found in

Massachusetts.

Hunting out of state? Prevent CWD
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If you see a deer or moose in Massachusetts exhibiting any signs of this disease or any other

disease, please contact MassWildlife at (508) 389-6300.

U.S. States

Arkansas

Colorado

Illinois

Iowa

Kansas

Maryland

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

New Mexico

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Pennsylvania

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas

Utah

CWD-positive jurisdictions (as of October 2019) include:



Virginia

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Wyoming

Canada

Alberta

Ontario

Quebec

Saskatchewan

Other Countries

Finland

Norway

South Korea

Sweden

Giving Tuesday is the international day of giving on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving. It

signifies the beginning of the charitable season as people focus on the holidays and how they

can give back to their communities. This year, Giving Tuesday falls on December 3.

Get into the spirit of the season by supporting MassWildlife's Natural Heritage and

Endangered Species Program on Giving Tuesday and throughout the year! The Program works

to conserve species protected by the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act. This happens

through field surveys and research, regulations, habitat management, land protection, and

Help rare animals and plants

Giving Tuesday



education. The entire Program’s work is funded by grants and donations from supporters like

you. Show your support by donating or reporting rare species. 

All money donated to MassWildlife's Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program goes

towards conserving the rare animals and plants that call Massachusetts home. Your donation

goes toward equipment and services needed to give these species a fighting chance.

There are a few ways you can donate:

Online

(https://www.ncourt.com/x-press/x-onlinepayments.aspx?juris=67583097-746C-4522-9F2F-E8FEA9191E7F) with

a credit card or electronic check*

Through your MassFishHunt

(https://www.ma.wildlifelicense.com/IS/Customer/InternetCustomerSearch) account

By check made payable to "Comm. of MA—NHESP" and mailed to:

MassWildlife

1 Rabbit Hill Road

Westborough, MA 01581

*You will be redirected to our payment portal with nCourt, LLC.

If you have information on the location of a rare species or vernal pool and would like to help

NHESP keep its database current, submit your observations through Vernal Pool and Rare

Species (VPRS) Information System.

(https://mass.gov/how-to/report-rare-species-vernal-pool-observations)

Without your support, we would not be able to continue our conservation work for the animals

and plants—like the bald eagle, northern red-bellied cooter, and showy lady’s-slipper orchid—

that need our help. You can learn more about our work here: mass.gov/nhesp

(/orgs/masswildlifes-natural-heritage-endangered-species-program).

Donate for conservation

Report rare species

Thank you for your support
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Wood turtles fit their name—they live in the woods and their carapace (upper shell) has a

pattern and color resembling wood. This medium-sized turtle grows to roughly 8 inches in

length. However, that wasn’t always the case. MassWildlife’s State Herpetologist, Dr. Mike

Jones, discovered historic records of wood turtles in Massachusetts and compared them to

the species today, and found some drastic differences.

Louis Agassiz and Sanborn Tenney were prominent turtle scientists who studied wood turtles

in the Nashua River watershed during the early 1850s. Within his four-volume Contributions to

the Natural History of the United States, Agassiz reported collecting over one hundred wood

turtles in a single afternoon in the town of Lancaster. This number of wood turtles found in a

single area over the course of a few hours is inconceivable today.

These historic observations represent the earliest quantitative reports of wood turtles in

Massachusetts, providing a unique glimpse of past landscape conditions and population

status of an animal that is today protected as a species of special concern under the

Massachusetts Endangered Species Act. Dr. Jones, together with colleagues from UMass

Amherst and Antioch University, visited Harvard University’s Museum of Natural History to

measure and evaluate Agassiz’s remaining wood turtle specimens. The team also returned to

Lancaster and found that although still present, the wood turtle population there is much

smaller than in the 1850s.

Comparing the current surveys to those of the 1850s, it is clear to see that the wood turtle

population has drastically decreased. While Agassiz had reported over 100 specimens in a

single afternoon, Dr. Jones and his colleagues found only 2–3 turtles per survey (). The team

also compared shell dimensions, growth rates, and sexual dimorphism in modern turtles to

those of Agassiz’s collection from Lancaster. Results from this comparison show that modern

juveniles grow faster than their 1850s counterparts, and they also grow to larger sizes. Adult

wood turtles living today are 20% larger than those in the 1850s! Dr. Jones’ team used a

recent, statewide sample to evaluate whether the significant increase in adult body size is due

as a partial response to a warmer climate, or as a density-dependent response to population

decline. The results of their study, which were published earlier this year in Herpetological

Conservation and Biology (http://www.herpconbio.org/Volume_14/Issue_1/Jones_etal_2019.pdf), reveal

Researching wood turtles
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that modern wood turtle body size across Massachusetts is positively associated with warmer

temperatures, and adult male body size is negatively correlated with population density. This

suggests that the 1850s growth rate may have been reduced due to cooler temperatures, and

that 1850s adult body size may have been constrained by density-dependent factors.

Learn more about wood turtles (/files/documents/2016/08/tm/glyptemys-insculpta.pdf).

On September 28, 950 young adults participated in the 2019 Youth Deer Hunt Day

(/service-details/youth-deer-hunt-day). Approximately 77 harvested deer were reported through the

online MassFishHunt system.

In mid-October, state officials, local sportsmen and women, birders, and other

conservationists gathered at a newly rebuilt bridge to acknowledge a recreation and habitat

restoration benchmark at Kent’s Island, part of the 2,000-acre William Forward Wildlife

Management Area in Newbury. The new bridge and improved access road will provide safe

on-foot access for hunters, birders, photographers, and other outdoor users to enjoy the 170-

acre island and surrounding 300 acres of salt marsh. In addition, this project provides the

Division of Fisheries and Wildlife (MassWildlife) the ability to access the island to implement

long-planned habitat management activities to benefit migratory waterfowl, wading birds,

shorebirds, salt marsh nesting birds, fish, shellfish, and other wetland species.

The undersized and deteriorated culvert and bridge restricting tidal flow was replaced.

Hardened swales on the access road were installed to allow an outlet for tide water

overtopping. Native saltmarsh grasses and shrubs were planted along the roadside areas of

the marsh. These actions restored tidal flow and transport of sediments into 47 acres of salt

marsh upstream of the bridge. The accumulating sediments will stimulate healthy growth of

native salt marsh grasses and support the marsh’s ability to remain resilient and adapt to sea

level rise and climate change. The saltmarsh sparrow, a recently state-listed bird under the

Massachusetts Endangered Species Act, makes its home entirely in the salt marsh and will

benefit from this restorative process along with a variety of other marine life.  

2019 Youth Deer Hunt Day

Kent's Island Creek restoration
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With the renewed capacity to transport equipment, MassWildlife can implement its island

habitat management and restoration plan. The goal is to create habitat for bird species

experiencing population declines due to the lack of critical habitat. For example, the American

black duck has experienced population declines in part due to the lack of coastal nesting

habitats. To address this need, MassWildlife plans to create dense shrubland nesting habitats

that black ducks and mallards prefer along the island’s edges. Mowing the current grasslands

will resume.

MassWildlife has already initiated the first phase of habitat management with invasive plant

control treatment. In time, stands of non-native red pine and Norway spruce plantations will

be removed and converted to grassland and shrubland habitats. Selected large oaks with

expansive crowns will be preserved for acorn production and other wildlife habitat needs.

Finally, a prescribed burn is planned for the eastern end of the island to create oak-pin

woodlands with cedar interspersions. These habitat activities will take place on about 100

acres and support the needs of other less common shrubland and grassland-loving birds such

as the American kestrel, American woodcock, whip-poor-will, eastern towhee, and ruffed

grouse.

The Kent’s Island Creek Restoration Project is a collaborative effort by sister divisions within

the Department of Fish and Game: MassWildlife, Division of Ecological Restoration, and the

Office of Fishing and Boating Access. Other partners providing technical assistance, an

easement, or funding include private landowner Bob Colby, the Massachusetts Office of

Coastal Zone Management, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The project is one element

of a larger multi-year, multi–phase regional conservation project that encompasses the Great

Marsh—a saltmarsh ecosystem covering over 20,000 acres along the northern Massachusetts

coast from West Gloucester to the New Hampshire border.

MassWildlife and the UMass Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit are working together

to conduct fish surveys in rivers at current and former dam locations. So far, nearly 50 rivers

have been surveyed as part of a broader project to more fully understand the impacts of

dams and dam removals on fish and aquatic invertebrates. Coldwater fish like native eastern

Teaming up for fish conservation

Dam removal study partnership



brook trout are particularly dependent on upstream and downstream movements for

reproduction and survival. Previous research suggests that abundances of coldwater and

coolwater fish, including brook trout, longnose dace, and white suckers, increase following

dam removals. Monitoring will continue for the next several years.

MassWildlife and US Fish and Wildlife Service have completed a third year of cooperatively

monitoring juvenile American shad in the Connecticut River. Biologists capture shad at night

during the summer and fall using an electrofishing boat. Abundance, length, and weight

measurements are collected and used to assess the growth, survival, and productivity of the

population. This study is designed to help determine the impacts of dams on juvenile shad.

Shad populations have significantly declined as a result of 19th century dam construction,

which prevent adults from migrating upriver to find spawning habitat. Shad are an abundant

food source for smallmouth and largemouth bass, walleye, perch, and northern pike. Shad

also provide food for birds and terrestrial mammals, as well as marine fish including striped

bass.

Learn more about MassWildlife's fish conservation activities

(/service-details/masswildlifes-fish-conservation-activities).

Connecticut River American shad monitoring
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