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H. R ..... No. 18. 

In House of Representatives, June IS, 1827. 

DERED, 

That Messrs. MAKEPEACE, of Cambridge, 1 

AUSTIN, of Charlestown, 
CROWNINSHIELD, of Salem, 

'th such as the Senate may join, be a Committee 
inquire of . the Proprietors of Charles River 
'dge, the Proprietors of West Boston Bridge, and 

Proprietors of Canal- Bridge, on what terms 
y would be willing to surrender their rights in 

ose several Bridges to the Commonwealth, with 
view to their becoming free. Also, to inquire 
hat arrangement the said Proprietors would J:>e 
illing to make in relation to the Tolls of thoso 
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Bridges; with a view to reconcile tl1e conununity 
1 the future use and improvement of thern,-•nd r 
eport on the first day of the next Session of the Le-

gislature. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

WM. C. JARVIS, Speaker. 

In Senqte, June 13, 1827. 

Read and corlcurred ; and Messrs. Dwight and 
Gardner are joined. 

JOHN MILLS, President. 
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IVIONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Jri House of Representat1·ves, January 19, 1828. 

HE Committee of both Houses, ordered to in
e of the Proprietors of Charles River Bridge, 
Proprietors of West Boston Bridge, and the 

prietors of the Canal Bridge, on what terms 
y would be willing to surrender their rights in 
e several Bridges to the Commonwealth, with 

iew to their becoming free,-also to inquire what 
gement the said Proprietors would be willing to 

e in relation to the Tolls of those Bridges with 
iew to reconcile the community to the future use 

improvement of them, have attended to the 
bject of those inquiries, and have directed me to 
ort the answers of the Proprietors of Charles 

·ver Bridge, and the answer of the Proprietors of 
est Boston Bridge,-the Canal Bridge Proprie
s having made no answer,-and also further to 
ort that it is inexpedient to take any further or

r thereon. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

1 R. MAKEPEACE, Per Order. 
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A1tswer of the Directors of Charles River Bridge. 

THE President and Directors of Charles River 
Bridge, having received due notice of an order of 
the General Court, appointing a joint Committee 

' to make certain inquiries of the Proprietors of ~aid 
Bridge, proceeded to summon a Meeting of said 
Proprietors, to take into consideration the commu
nication from the Committee of the Honorable Le
gislature. At this meeting a Committee in behalf 
of the Proprietors was appointed, to confer with 
the joint Committee of the General Court ; and 
they were furnished with a copy of the Order, which 
distinctly sets forth the inquiries to be made, of the 
several Corporations therein mentioned. The 
Committee have given the most respectful atten
tion to the matters submitted to their consideration, 
and have the honor to state to the Committee, in 
reply to the fir~t inquiry, viz: "On what terms the 
Proprietors would be w,illing to surrender their 
rights, in the Br~dge to the Commonwealth, with a 
view to its becoming free ;" that they have no rea
son to doubt that the Proprietors would be wil
ling to make such . surrender to the Common
wealth, upon fair and equitable terms. What tho 
precise terms shall be, the Committee are neither 
prepared nor authorized to declare; it not having 
yet been made the subject of conference or discus
sion between thernsel ves and the Committee of the 
Legislature. They are, however, now ready to 
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y that they should be willing to submit the amount 
compensation, which they shall receive for the 
ender of their rights, to the final judgment of I- • 

partial and disinterested Co~missiouers. They 
not conceive of any mode of settling the terms 

such an agreement, more equita6le than this ; and 
this suggestion shoulu meet the approbation of 
e Legislature, they will hold themselves ready at 
times to bring the matter to such a conclusion. 

As to the second inquiry, viz. "What arrange
nts the Proprietors would be willing to make in 

Jation to the tolls of the Bridge, with a view to 
oncile the community to the future use and im- · 

ovement of it,"-the Committee beg leave to re
rk, that it is now nearly five years, sinoe the 
t petition for another Bridge from Charlestown 
Boston was presented ; and that <luring this pc-
d, the Proprietors at a very great expense, of 
e and money, have defended what they believed 
be their just rights, before the respective Com

mittees of the Legislature ; and they may be per
mitted to say, at this time, that they can discern 
nothing, in the facts or the Law of the case, or in 
the present state of public opinion, . which should 
impair their confidence or discourage their hopes. 
They rely wjth confidence on the intelligence, wis
dom and good faith of the Government, for a rea
sonable protection :-at the same time, they are 
ready to admit that they are desirous of being re
lieved from the very great burthen of making a de
fence before successive -Committees of the Legisla-
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turc ; ,or ultimately, if it should become necessary 
which they do not believe, before other tribunal ' 
And all this, they respectfully submit, is not th; 
only nor the greatest evil to which, for so many years 
they have been subjected. The property of this Cor~ 
poration, as is well know.n, is divided into shares, 
which have had for many ye·ars, a certain market va
lue. Since the pendency of this petition, the value of 
this stock has been subject to great fluctuation; as 
well as to greatdepression, and has been the occasion 
of great losses to individuals, either as buyers or sel
lers, in as much as sales have in may instances be
come necessary in the settlement of Estates and in 
various other modes. It is th'erefore, that influ
enced by such considerations as are here intimated, 
connected with a reasonable security for the future 
enjoyment of their rights and franchises, the Com
mittee are prepared to recommend to the Proprie
tors, to make a surrender of some portion of their 
property, for the accommodation and benefit of the· 
Public, to be applied in such manner as the Legis
ture shall deem to be fit and proper:-

W. DUTTON, 
P. C. BROOKS, 
R. SULLIVAN, ~ 

C ommitlee on behalf 
of the Proprietor4 
of C. R. Bridge. 

The Committee in behalf of the Proprietors of 
Charles River Bridge, duly authorized to confer 
with the Committee of the L.egislature, have alrea
dy had the honor to submit in writing an answer to 



., 
quiries proposed, by an order of the Honor:i

)tbe General Court. The answer to the second 
· y was general, intimating merely, that the 
mittee would recommend it _to the Proprietors 

make some reduction of the existing tolls: in 
sideration of the reasons therein stated. The 
mmittee were- aware that something more defi

would be rxpected from them, before any 
ort could be made to the Legislature. They 

of course been occupied witµ the subject, in 
various aspects and details ; and nave come to 
determination to recommend to the proprietors 
ccept and agree to the following abatement of 
existing rates of toll as heretofore established 

their charter. In doing this, they wish it to be 
erstood that they connect with this concession to 
public accommodation, such reasonable secur-
for the quiet enjoyment of their rights and fran .. 

· s during the remainit;1g term of their charter, 
shall be deemed to be fit and proper. 
The following table shows the proposed reduc ... 

; 

Cents. Cents. 
rriages that now pay 17 shall pay 12½ 

o. that now pay 11 shall pay 6¼ 
., T eams, &c. that now pay 8-! shall pay 4 

. gle Horse Waggons, do. 6¼ shall pay 3 
· 6le Horses, that now pay 4 shall pay 2 

Hand-Carts, &c. &c. that now pay 2 shall pay 1 
It will be observed, that this reduction, with the 

exception of fom-wheeled carriages, which n-0w 

\ 



8 

pay 17 cents, is full one half of the present rate 
The greatest reduction is upon the vehicles that :· 
most used. The following table shows the numbe; 
of each kind of carriage, that pass over the Bridge 
in thirty days. 
From an account recently taken, it ap

pears, that the number of ·carriages, 
that now pay 17 cents, is ............................ 2325 

Chaises, &c. that now pay 11 cents ................ 3171 . 
Teams, &c. that now pay 8 cents .................. 3780 
Waggons, &c, that now pay 6¼ cents .............. 8157 

In the foregoing alteration of th~ rates of toll, 
there is none with regard to foot toll. There are 
objections in the minds of the Committee, to any 
reduction of this kind of toll, independent of any 
regard to its effect on the income of the Bridge. 
In any alteration of this 'toll, which is now as low as 
it can be, they foresee difficulti~s and inconvenien- · 
ces, of so serious a nature, as to induce them to 
prefer, the applying such reduction,. as they are pre
pared to recommend, to different kinds of travel. 
From the best calculations they have been able to 
make, the proposed reduction of tolls would a
mount to more than one third of the nett income 
of the Bridge. 

If, however, the Legislature should be of the 
opinion, that some portion of the proposed reduc
tion should be applied to the foot toll, the Com
mittee would be disposed to submit to such opinion, 

' and would, in that case, recommend the followiog 
1·ates, viz. 
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iages that now pay 17 cents ......................... 16 
. (chaises), that now pay 11 cents .................. 8¼ 
ams, &c. that now pay si ............................... 6¼ 
~gons that now pay 6! ................. : .................. 4 
gle Horses that now pay 4 .............................. 3 
t toll, one half. 

This reduction, as nearly as it can be now ascer
·oed, would amount to more than one third o_f the· 
ole nett income. 
There is only one other mode of arrangement 
·th regard to this subject, that occurs to the Com
·ttce, and that is, to pay into the Treasury of the 
ommonwealth, a certain sum of money, instead 
the proposed reduction of tolls, on condition that 
long as the payment of such sum should be re
ived into the Treasury, no other Bridge should be 
thorized to be built between Charlestown and 
ston,-the rates of toll, of course, remaining as 
w established by law. 

All which is respectf\lllY submitted, by 

2 

WARREN DUTTON ~ Committeeinh,-

jlETE ' lut/f of the P ro. :.; RC. BROOKS,_ prielor,C.R.B 
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Answer of the Directors of West Boston Bridge. 

To RoYAL MAKEPEACE, Esq . 
• '1r., 

The Directors of West Boston Bridge having 
had under consideration a letter from you enclosing 
a resolve of the Legislature, in relation to the pur
chase of their Charter, passed the enclosed votes.
A Committee was also appointed to act in behalf 
of the Corporation in case any further act should 
be requisite on their part. 

JOSEPH HEAD, 

President of tlte Board of Directors. 
BosToN, fon. !>, 18:28. 

The Committee to whom was assigned the con
sideration of the resolve of the legislature, appoint
ing a Committee to ascertain what agreement could 
be made with the respective Bridge Corporations 
over Charles River, either for the purchase of their 
Charters, or a reduction of their rates of toll, 
respectfully Report, that the resolve of the legisla
ture being submitted to the Directors, they can act 
no further than recommend to the Proprietors what 
in their judgment, would b_e for the interest of tho 
Corporation. 

They therefore report that a Sale to the Com
monwealth be recommended to the Proprietors, of 
their charter, at its fair value, and in order that this 
value may be impartially ascertained, commission-
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not inhabitants of this Commonwealth, be ap
. ted to determine, after hearing the parties, at 

t sum it should be fixed. That if commission
be not appointed by mutual consent, then the 

vernment appoint one, the Proprietors one, and 
two, appoint a third. 

That they cannot recommend any change in the 
es of toll; that the very great expenses in mak

g the Roads, recently opened, ar~ounting to about 
rty thousand dollars, and the increased expense 
annual repairs, together with the diminution of 

eir receipts, by the opening of the Western and 
er avenues to the City, have so reduced their 
receipts as to make their dividends very small, 
leave the Corporation burdened with a debt 

xeeeding twenty thousand dollars, incurred in 
ning and repairing these new roads to the City.· 

JOSEPH HEAD, 
Chairman. 

At a meeting of the Directors of West Boston 
ridge, holden January S, 1828, The above Report 
aving been read, it was voted that the Committee 
ho made it be, and they hereby are, authorized to 

confer with the Committee of the Legislature, upon 
tlae basis of that report. 

Attest: THOMAS ·w. PHILLIPS, 
Clerk of W. B. Bridge. 

The Committee of the Directors above alluded 
JOSEPH HEAD, 
BENJAMIN GUILD, and 
WM. H. ELIOT, Esquires. 

\. 
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