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PFAS in the News 

Globe Article Spurs Advisory Board Letter to Editor 

 

 

On December 1, the Boston Globe published a one-sided article on MWRA’s fertilizer 

pellets, expressing worry about the level of PFAS chemicals present. The article 

comes as part of a wave of growing public concern over what PFAS is, what are the 

risks, and how much should be allowed in the environment. 

 

PFAS, a class of persistent chemicals that are byproducts from manufacturing 
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household goods, are ubiquitous in the environment. After citing a few examples of risk 

associated with PFAS-containing biosolids used on land, the Globe author ultimately 

acknowledged that “more studies were needed” on the potential harmful effects to 

humans. In response, the Advisory Board submitted a Letter to the Editor, agreeing 

with the need for further research. We argue that regulators should conduct these 

studies to better understand the issue, and they should be able to determine what level 

of PFAS in the pellets would be safe for application. Until then, the case for landfilling 

the pellets (or otherwise) lacks sufficient evidence. It is critical to ensure that this major 

policy decision is based on science and not hysteria. 

 

NEBRA, the North East Biosolids & Residuals Association, provided extensive 

comments for the Globe article. Among the most telling points made were how 

background levels of PFAS in soils would only marginally increase (by 0.08 parts per 

billion) with the application of MWRA pellets. Therefore, NEBRA argues, stopping 

biosolid application would do little to change the amount of PFAS in the environment, 

and would instead lead to harmful environmental externalities, such as significantly 

increased greenhouse gas emissions from landfilling.  

 

Along these lines, taking a pause to allow EPA and DEP to determine appropriate 

PFAS limits would be the most responsible solution. We encourage thoughtful action, 

in this case more research, before ending a successful and sustainable reuse program 

that has been key to cleaning up the Boston Harbor. 

 
 

 

2019 Retail Rate Survey 
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Trends in Communities 

 

 

For the past three decades, the Advisory Board has been tracking the retail rates for 

the 60 MWRA communities and many out-of-system communities as well. At the 

November Advisory Board meeting, staff presented the preliminary findings of the 

2019 Water and Sewer Retail Rate survey. 

  

Every year, the survey gives the communities and the ratepayers a chance to compare 

their own rates to those of their neighbors. They can also see the long-term trends of 

their rate history. The input from all of the communities makes the survey rich in 

information and continually the most requested Advisory Board publication. 

  

For the 2019 calendar year, using the AWWA standard of 120 HCF per household 

usage annually, the average combined water and sewer bill for MWRA communities 

was $1,660. This is an increase of 3.54% from last year’s combined bill of $1,603. In 

comparison, the average wholesale rate change for wholesale communities in June of 

2018 was 3.02%. When factoring in local, state, and federal data, the average 

household usage in the MWRA service area is estimated to be 64.5 HCF a year with 
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an average combined bill of $867. At the November Advisory Board meeting, staff 

presented six-year historical data on the combined rate increases in the 60 MWRA 

communities, which you can access here.  

 

We are excited to note some enhancements to the Rate Survey document in 2019, 

particularly the inclusion new data in the survey’s Commonwealth communities 

section. Historically, this part of the document has shown how MWRA communities 

compared to non-MWRA communities in Massachusetts. This data was limited, 

however, providing only 22 communities for comparison. The 2019 document will 

incorporate over 200 other Massachusetts communities in this section, expanding the 

document’s resourcefulness across the state. Be on the lookout for the December 

2019 Green Sheet which will feature an overview of this year’s rate survey. Also visit 

our document library to catch up on previous editions of the rate survey. 

 
 

 

Special Executive Committee Meeting 

December 13, 2019 
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We dedicate the December Executive Committee meeting to an idea-generating 

discussion affectionately called a Spaghetti Session (or, throwing spaghetti against the 

wall and seeing what sticks). Past topics have included rates management, system 

expansion, and regulatory impacts. This year, we plan to discuss: 

 How “real” is 2.4 by ’24? Can we get there? 

 PFAS: Hysteria vs. Science 

 Rate Calculator Option 

 DCR Staffing 

 How can the Advisory Board better serve our communities? 

Along with the Executive Committee, the meeting is open to all Advisory Board 

members. We would love to have your input and participation. Please let us know if 

you would like to attend by Monday, December 9. The meeting is scheduled for 10:00 

AM on December 13 in the MWRA Board of Directors Conference Room, on the 2nd 

Floor in the Charlestown office. We hope to see you there. 

 
 

 

Board of Directors Meeting Highlights 

Updates to Wastewater Metering 

 

 



 

At the November 20 Board of Directors Meeting, MWRA Planning & Sustainability 

Director, Stephen Estes-Smargiassi, updated the Board on the change out of the 

community wastewater flow meters. Approximately half of the wastewater system’s 

operating expenses, and debt service costs for capital projects, are allocated to 

communities based on their average and maximum monthly flows. Highlights of the 

wastewater meter replacement program include: 

 A joint meeting with the Advisory Board and wastewater communities (early 

2020) 

 Spring 2020 award of contract 

 Installation of all meters by the end of 2020 

Please note, upon the start of the replacement program, at the request of the Advisory 

Board, the MWRA will institute a “hold harmless” period while the meters are being 

installed. During this period, the average flow of all communities will be based on the 

data from the previous three years. Once all meters are installed, flow measurements 

for rate purposes will begin again. 
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Upcoming Events 

For the Month of December 
December 4 | 10:00 AM 

Water Supply Protection Trust Meeting at Carroll Water Treatment Plant 

 

December 11 | 10:00 AM 

MWRA Board of Directors Meeting in MWRA Board Room 

 

December 13 | 10:00 AM 

Spaghetti Session in MWRA Board Room 

 

 
 

Visit web site  

 

 
 

   

 

Connect with us! 
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