
185.(j.-CHAPTEH, 77. 

one of said persons ur corpuratious to fill up their lands or 
flats, in co11formity with such plan as the committee before 
mentioncu may devise, snbjcct to the apprornl of the gov-
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emor and council; andproviderl,further, that nothing herein ProTided, fur-

. d l 11 1 · · l 
thcr ment10uc s 1a ant 10nze saH. company to create any 

nuisance on their said lauds, and that said company shall be 
sul>ject, as now, to the control of the Loard of health of the 
city of Boston, and also of the city of Roxbury, within 
their respective jurisdictions, according to the laws of the 
Commonwealth respectiug 11nisa11ces. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolres shall not affect the 
legal rights of the city of Boston, the city of Roxbury, the 
town of Brookline, or of any other corporation or person, 
and they shall take effect from and after their passage. 
[Approved by the Governor, JJiay 30, 1856.J 
---------------------- --- - - -

RESOLVES concerning the recent A,;;gault upon the Honorable Charles Sumner, C/tap. 77. at ,v ashington. 

Re�olved, By the senate and house of represcntatiYcs of .Assault upon 

"'l l 
. lion. Charil'� 

the Commonwealth of .n assac n1sctts, that we have received Sumner. 

with deep concern, information of the recent violent assault 
committed in the senate chamber at ,vashingtou, upon the 
person of the Honorable Charles Sumner, one of onr senators 
in congress, by Preston S. Brooks, a member of the house of 
representatives from South Carolina; an assault which no 
prorncation could justify-brutal and cowardly in itself-a 
gross breach of parliamentary privilege-a ruthless attack 
upon the liberty of speech-an outrage of the decencies of 
civilized life, and an indignity to the Commonwealth.of Mas
sachusetts. 

Resolved, That the legislature of Massachusetts, in the Right or frl'cdoro 

uame of her free and enlightened people, demands for her of �pecch. 

representatives in the national legislature, entire freedom of 
speech, and will uphold them in the proper exercise of that 
essential right of American citizens. 

Resolved, That WC approYe of Mr. Sumner's manliness Cour�e approTCd. 

and courage in his earnest and fearless declaration of free 
principles, and his defence of human rights and free terri-
tory.

Resolved, That the le(rislature of l\Iassachusetts is imper- Im-e�tigation tle-
. 1 11 ] 1 l

b 

1 • 1· f l f mantled. atIYe y ca ec upon, JY t 1e p amest c 1ctates o <- uty, rom a 
cleceut regard to the rights of her citizens and respect for 
her character as a sornreign State, to demand, and the legis
lature of .Massaclmsctts hereby does demand, of the national 
congress, a prompt and strict inYestigation into the rece11t 
assault upon Senator Sumner, and the expulsion, by the 



286 

Transmission of 
r"solves. 

1856.-CHAPTERS 78
_, 

79, 80. 

house of representatives, of :Mr. Brooks, of South Carolina, 
aud any other member concerned with him in said assault. 

Resolved, That his excelleucy the goYernor be requested 
to trammit a copy of the foregoing resolves to the president 
of ihe senate and speaker of the l10use of representatiYes, 
and to each of the senators and members of the house of 
representatives from this Commonwealth, iu the congress of 
the United States. [ Approved by the Governor, ]Jfay 31, 
l85G.J 

Chap. 7R. REsOLYE to ·authorize the Secretary of the Commonwealth to furnish certain 
Documents. 

Documents to 
Kansas. Resull'ed, That the f:ecretary of the Commonwealth be 

authorized to furnish to Robert Klotz, for the commissioners 
engaged in codifying the laws in Kansas, the Revised Statutes 
and Supplements thereto, and such other documents as in 
his opinion may be useful for the aforesaid purpose. [ Ap
proved by the,, C-:rwernor, Jilay -31, 1856.J

Chap. 79. RESOLVES in relation to Town Lines between the Towns of South Scituate 
and Hanowr. 

l'ommis;,ioncrs to Resolced That twu commissioner� lie a1)1)ointed by his 
e�tablisb. bonucta- ' 

l · 1 d · d ry Jin.,. excellency the goYernor, >y and wit 1 the a nee an consent 
of the council, whose duty it shall be, after having duly 
notified the clerks of the towns of South �cituatc and Hano
Ycr, to establish the boundary line, uow in dispute between 
the towns of South Scitnnte ancl HnnoYCl', nnd duly report 
the same. 

Exren.es. Resolved, That tile :-said towm; uf Bouth Scituate and 
HanoYer shall he required to defray the expenses of said 
commission, each of snid towns paying one-half of said 
expenses. [Approl'ed by the G-o-z,ernor, )�la:,; 31, 1856.J 

Co uo HESOLYES in relation to the Territory of Kansas. nap. o .

TcrritoryofICan- Wherea�, The congress of the United States has enacted 
sa�. a law establishing a government in the territory of Kansas 

lnva�ion. 

OutrageH �om
mitted. 

which opens the said territory to the introduction of slavery; 
and whereas, armed mobs have inYaded the territory of 
Kansas, interfering with the political rights and franchises 
of the settlers; and where.as, the Commonwealth of Massa
clrnsetts has asked in vain, thrOltgh its legislature, the state 
government of Missouri, and the president of the United 
States, to protect the settlers of the territory of Kansas 
against the unparalleled outrages to which they have been 
subjected, which outrages haYe Leen heaped upon them hy 
the slave interest in this country, for the purpose of forcing 
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