
ACTS, 1986. - Chaps. 681, 682. 

Chapter 681. AN ACT AUTHORIZING A PLANNING DISTRICT TO 
DETERMINE POPULATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE MOST RECENT STATE CENSUS. 

Whereas. The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to immediately authorize the district planning 
commission to determine the population in accordance with the most 
recent state census, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency 
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc.. as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 7 of chapter 40B of the General Laws, as 
appearing in the 1984 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting 
after the word "four C", in line 18, the words:- ; provided, however, that 
the national census or the annual national census estimate, whichever is 
the most recent, shall be used in any planning district in which the 
governing body of each city and town comprising such planning district 
accepts the provisions of this proviso. 

SECTION 2. The third paragraph of section 7 of chapter 9 of the 
General Laws, as appearing in the 1984 Official Edition, is hereby 
amended by striking out the third sentence and inserting in place thereof 
the following seven sentences:- If he shall find that any census return 
submitted to him by a city or town has not been submitted in proper 
form or contains significant errors, he may refuse to accept the same, 
and, in the event of such refusal, he shall return the same to the 
selectmen of the town or to the city manager or mayor of the city of 
origin for correction. If such correction is not submitted and accepted 
by November first of said year the governor shall appoint a decennial 
census commission, hereinafter called the commission. Said commission 
shall consist of five members one of whom shall be designated as 
chairman. No more than three members of the commission shall be of 
the same major political party and the other two members shall be of the 
other major political party. The members of the commission shall serve 
without compensation but shall be reimbursed for their expenses actually 
and necessarily incurred in the discharge of their official duties. The 
commission shall examine the original submission and may inspect the 
records of any city or town and call upon the mayor, city manager, 
selectmen or municipal census supervisor thereof for such further 
information as it desires. The commission shall determine and verify the 
census for such city or town which then shall be accepted by the 
secretary. 

SECTION 3. The provisions of section two of this act shall take effect 
as of January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-five. 

Approved January 7, 1987. 

Chapter 682. AN ACT DESIGNATING THE THEATER BUILDING AT 
RUTLAND HEIGHTS HOSPITAL AS THE ROBERT D. 
McNEIL MEMORIAL THEATER. 
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ACTS, 1986. - Chap. 683. 

Be it enacted, etc.. as follows: 

SECTION 1. The theater building at Rutland Heights hospital in the 
town of Rutland shall be designated and known as the Robert D. McNeil 
Memorial Theater, in memory of Representative Robert D. McNeil, for 
his long association and support on behalf of Rutland Heights hospital. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved January 7, 1987. 

Chapter 683. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING CERTAIN MOTOR 
VEHICLES TRANSPORTING SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

Whereas. The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to immediately regulate certain motor vehicles 
transporting school children, therefore it is hereby declared to be an 
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public 
convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc.. as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 2 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as most 
recently amended by chapter 308 of the acts of 1986, is hereby further 
amended by adding the following paragraph:-

The registrar may issue without an additional registration fee, 
distinctive license plates for vehicles used for the transportation of 
school pupils in accordance with the provisions of section seven D. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 90 is hereby further amended by striking out 
section 7D, as appearing in the 1984 Official Edition, and inserting in 
place thereof the following section:-

Section 7D. The requirements of clauses (1), (2), (3), (5), (7), (8), (9), 
(10), (13) and (16) of section seven B shall apply to any motor vehicle 
carrying not more than eight passengers in addition to the operator, used 
in the business of transporting school pupils for hire under terms of 
contract or otherwise, while so used, but not including any motor vehicle 
used for not more than five days in case of emergency; provided, 
however, the eight lamp system, so-called, required on certain motor 
vehicles in clause (7) of said section seven B shall not apply to vehicles 
specified in this section. In addition, each such vehicle shall be required 
to be equipped with one pair of adequate chock blocks, a fire 
extinguisher, three flares in compliance with United States Motor 
Vehicle D.O.T. Safety Standard No. 125, which shall be placed upon the 
roadway in conformance with section fourteen B of chapter eighty-five 
when such vehicle becomes disabled upon the traveled portion of any 
way, and seat belts for each permanent seating accommodation designed 
and installed in compliance with applicable United States Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standards. No person shall operate a motor vehicle referred to in 
this section, nor knowingly allow any passenger to ride in such vehicle 
unless the operator and all passengers are wearing a safety belt which is 
properly adjusted and fastened. All such motor vehicles used to 
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