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a written instruinent or declaration of trust, the beneficial

interest under which is divided into transferable certificates

of participation or shares, with a view to determining the

present legal status of such voluntary associations, and
whether or not their prohibition or further control and regu-

lation by the commonwealth is advisable and in the public

interest. The attorney-general is hereby directed to give

the tax commissioner such assistance as the latter may
desire in making this investigation, and said commissioner

may if he deems it advisable hold public hearings, after due
notice, and shall consult with the board of railroad commis-
sioners and the board of gas and electric light commissioners

with especial reference to the effect of such voluntary asso-

ciations npon the supervision and regulation of gas, electric

light and street railway companies in this commonwealth.
The tax commissioner shall report the result of his investi- Report,

gation to the general court on or before the second Saturday

of January, nineteen hundred and twelve, with such recom-

mendations as he may deem advisable; and he shall submit,

with his report, drafts of any bill or bills necessary to carry

into effect any recommendation which he may make. In

conducting the above investigation, the tax commissioner

may employ such assistance and incur such reasonable

expenses, not exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars, as may
be approved by the governor and council; and said commis-
sioner shall have power to require the attendance and testi-

mony of witnesses and the production of all books and
documents relating to any matter within the scope of the

said investigation. Witnesses shall be summoned in the

same manner and be paid the same fees as are witnesses in

the municipal court of the city of Boston.

Ayproved April 15, 1911.

Resolve to confirm the acts of Arthur m. beale as a r/^^^) 56
JUSTICE of the peace. ^

'

Resolved, That the acts of Arthur M. Beale as a justice Acts of

of the peace, between the twenty-fifth day of November in Beai^jS^Uce

the year nineteen hundred and ten and the fifteenth day of
^ng,^^*'®'

March in the year nineteen hundred and eleven, are hereby

confirmed and made valid, to the same extent as if during

that time he had been qualified to discharge the duties of

the said office. Approved April IS, 1911.
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