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An Act relative to sales of real estate of deceased Chav.309
PERSONS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Upon any petition by an executor or ad-
^ll^°lf'''"^^

ministrator to sell real estate of a deceased person, if it deceased

shall appear that a surviving husband is or may be entitled

to an estate of curtesj^ or a surviving wife to an estate of

dower in the premises to be sold, the probate court may, if

the petitioner so requests, and after notice, license him to

sell the same free and clear of any such interest or claim

on the part of the surviving husband or wife. One third of

the proceeds of the sale shall thereupon be set apart for the

period during which such curtesy or dower may be claimed,

and if a claim is duly made therefor the court shall appoint

a trustee to administer the same in accordance with the

provisions of section thirty-seven of chapter two hundred
and seventy-nine of the General Acts of the year nineteen

hundred and seventeen, unless the parties in interest shall

otherwise agree upon a division of the proceeds without the

appointment of a trustee, and the probate court shall have

power to approve of any such agreement on the part of the

executor or administrator.

Section 2. This act shall take effect on the first day of when to take

September in the year nineteen hundred and seventeen.

Approved May 25, 1917.

An Act to authorize the homestead comimission to C/iap.310
PROVIDE homesteads FOR CITIZENS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The homestead commission is hereby au- Homestead

thorized, with the consent of the governor and council, to authorized to

take or purchase in behalf of and in the name of the com- ho^teads for

monwealth, a tract or tracts of land for the purpose of "t^^^^^-

relieving congestion of population and providing home-
steads, or small houses and plots of ground, for mechanics,

laborers, wage earners of any kind, or others, citizens of

this commonwealth; and may hold, improve, subdivide,

build upon, sell, repurchase, manage and care for such land

and the buildings constructed thereon, in accordance with

such terms and conditions as may be determined upon by
the commission.
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^qiii'red!may Section 2. The commissioii may sell land acquired here-
be sold. etc. under, or any parts thereof, with or without buildings

thereon, for cash, or upon such instalments, terms and con-
tracts, and subject to such restrictions and conditions as may
be determined upon by the commission, but no tract of land
shall be sold for less than its cost, including the cost of any
buildings thereon. All proceeds from the sale of land and
buildings or other sources shall be paid into the treasury of

the commonwealth.

no?exc^ding SECTION 3. The homestcad commission is hereby au-
«3o,ooo. thorized to expend a sum not exceeding fifty thousand

dollars for the purposes of this act.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 25, 1917.

Chap."^11 Ax Act relative to the manner of rendering the
"star spangled banner."

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

^d^^a^\he^^'^'
Section 1. It shall be unlawful in this commonwealth

_; Star" Spangled to play, siug or rcudcr the "Star Spangled Banner" in any
Banner" public placc, theatre, motion-picture hall, restaurant or

cafe, or at any public entertainment, other than as a whole
and separate composition or number, without embellish-

ment or addition in the way of national or other melodies, or

to play, sing or render the "Star Spangled Banner", or any
part thereof as dance mueic, as an exit march or as part

of a medley of any kind.

Penalty. Section 2. Any violation of this act shall be punished
by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars.

Approved May 25, 1917.

Chap.^12 An Act to provide for the better protection of the
LOBSTER INDUSTRY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

i^b^teS"^
Section 1. No person either as principal, agent, or em-

reguiated. ploycc shall at any time catch or take lobsters from any
waters within the jurisdiction of the commonwealth, or

place, set, keep, maintain, supervise, lift, raise, or draw in

or from the said waters, or cause to be placed, set, kept,

maintained, supervised, lifted, raised, or drawn in or from

the said waters any pot, trap, or other contrivance designed


