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FOR RELEASE WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1974 

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON -- Governor Francis W. Sargent 
this evening addressed the"Conference on Changing the Image of Elderly" 
at the Statler Hilton Hotel, Boston. 

Following is the full text of his remarks: 

There is a widely held assumption in this country that the 
productive life comes to an end at age 65. That assumption distorts 
reality and errodes man's dignity. 

This Conference represents our answer to that assumption •• -•• 
we say emphatically: It is a lie. We deny that every thing changes 
the moment one reaches some mystical age. We deny that a person's worth 
diminishes as his age increases. 
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This conference has one purpose above all else: · to shatter 

distorted image of elders •.. to destroy the stereotype, and allow elders 
live full a:nm productive lives. ,, 

The task ahead of us is not easy. 

We will have to correct our past mistakes. 

We will have to build on community based programs that keep 
people out of institutions. 

In Massachusetts, we have begun to do this. We have developed 
a comprehensive network of Home care services ••• already that has helped 
more than ten thousand people. In the months ahead this program will 
be spread to every corner of the state •••• so that every elder can take 
advantage of it. 

We have not, however, forgotten those who must remain in 
nursing homes. State agencies have been investigating these institutions, 
clamping down on those that provide inadequate care and closing up the 
fire traps. Whatever the pressure to go easy, this state will not let up. 
We will insist that rigorous standards of Health care and physical safety 
be met. , 

In addition we have established a Nursing Home oinbudsman •.• an 
Office to protect human rights ••• cut thr~ugh red tape ••• and insure people 
get the benefits they deserve. This program has been so successful, 
I have directed the Department of Elder Affairs to aggressively expand it. 
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But what of elders who have no involvement with nursing homes? 
Each day in more than 200 locations this State provides hot meals for 
eleven thousand people. 

We had also attempted to provide decent housing. 
22 thousand units of low and moderate income housing have already been 
built and another 1s,ooo are on the way. 

We are working to improve transportation. This state has committed 
over a million dollars to assist local and regional transit authorities 
in providing low cost transportation for the elderly. 

These are some of the steps we are taking in Massachusftts to 
ease the .burdens ·on our elderly. 

That we have come so far is due to the commitment of elders . 
themselves. They have not been willing to quietly accept the future society 
planned for them. They have fought back. 

Because of elders: Home Care, hot lunches and rtew housing are a 
~ 

reality. 

Because of elders: we are providing a guaranteed income for elders. 

And because of elders, we were able to create a Cabinet level 
Department of Elder Affairs -- the first in - the Nation. 

Let no one underestimate the critical role this new Department 
plays. It's remarkable success has convinced me that Washington ought 
to follow our lead. Therefore, I have written to the President, asking 
that h~ ~reate an independent Office on Aging. That Office should report 
directly to the Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare. 

No longer would the concerns of elders be lost in the massive 
bureaucracy of HEW. This Office would rise above it. 

Government has come a long way in the services it provides. We 
have a long way to go. Yet however many laws we pass, however many programs 
we fund, our progress is blocked by that stereotype . of elders ••• by that cruel 
assumption about age 65. 

This must become our new battle ground. Fo~ years we have 
fought to end discrimination ag~inst religions, ethnic and racial minorities • 

. 
Now it is time to do the same for elders ••. to root out and 

-destroy prejudice, however subtle, however unconscious it may be. 
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We must examine every facet of society: from government programs 
- to industry hiring practices •. to advertising in the media. 

-

-

This conference is the first, important step. But we cannot 
rest here. Elders across this nation must do what elders i~ this 
state have done so effectively -- speak up for their own interests, 
make their voices heard increasingly in Washington, in Statehouses 
and even in the private sector. 

It was once written that old age is the best part of life, 
the part for which the first was made. That indeed can become a reality. 
This Conference proves that. We can fashion a new image of old age; 
we can guarantee a better, more productive _life for elders. 
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FRANCIS W . SARGENT 

GOV( R N O R 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133 

September 11, 1974 

Massachusetts is the only state in the nation 
with a cabinet-level Department of Elder Affairs, 
headed by a Secretary who reports directly to the 
Governor on all matters relating to elderly citizens. 
As Governor, I have found this arrangement extremely 
valuable in formulating policy vital to the well- . 
being of elders. They, in turn, enjoy the advantages 
of having their own advocate at the highest level of 
state government. For the$e reasons, Massachusetts 
is recognized as having one of the most progressive 
programs for elders in the nation. 

I am writing to request that you accord the same 
priority to programs for elders at the federal level. 
I urge you to elevate the Administration on Aging 
from its current position within the Office of Human 
Development to an independent office, headed by an 
Assistant Secretary, reporting directly to the 
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare. Such 
action would be consistent with the recommendation 
of the 1971 White House Conference on Aging. I also 
urge you to assign a member of your personal staff 
as liaison to this newly-created office thereby 
assuring your direct and instant awareness of the 
problems confronting the elders of this nation. 

I commend you for the concern you have demonstrated 
by calling together leaders in the fi°eld of aging to 
discuss the impact of inflation on older people. 

.... 
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The President 

r · hope you will give favorable consideration 

to this request. 

With best wishes, 

r, 
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