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Governor Mic .ael Dukakis Tuesday asked the five other New England governors 
to participate in an effort to attract the federal Solar Energy Research Institute 
(SERI) to New England. 

"The Solar Research Institute will provide a real shot in the arm to the 
region's economy," Dukakis said. "If New England hopes to attract this facility, 
however, we must act t ogether right now to prepare a sound proposal. 

In a telegram sent today to Governors Ella Grasso of Connecticut, James 
Longley of Maine, Philip Noel of Rhode Island, Thomas Salmon of Vermont , and Meldrim 
Thomson of New Hampshire. Dukakis urged the governors to support a "common 
New England application" and to designate a state official to work with a team 
already drafting a New England proposal. 

Dukakis said he would also seek to place the idea of a New England application 
for SERI on the agenda at the New England Governors' Conference executive committee 
meeting in Boston on Friday. 

For the past few month$, New England Congressmen, the New England Council, 
and various private groups sought independently to persuade the federal Energy 
Research and Development Institute, mandated by Congress to establish the Research 
Institute, to locate the facility in New England. 

After the National Academy of Sciences strongly indicated that a regional 
proposal would stand a better chance of winning federal approval, Dukakis convened 
a meeting of academic and business leaders interested in SERI to select a group to 
draft a common proposal. They are: Dr. Tom Jones, vice president of research and 
development at M.I.T.; Ed King, President of the New England Council; Harold 
Lurie, New England Electric director of research and development; Alan Mann, 
professor of political economy at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government; and Dr. 
Norman Waks, chief management scientist for the MITRE Corporation. 

With the assistance this group receives from the New England goverors' 
designees, the New England states should be able to impress Washington with our 
determination to bring the Solar Research Institute here. 

"The Solar Research Institute could utilize New England's unmatched academic 
and technical resources while providing us with ways to reduce our spiraling energy 
costs," Dukakis said. 
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