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Governor Michae l Dukakis Tuesday rged the statets "badly 
dsp ressed " construction industry to support the adminis~ration 'o 
$3 25 million transportation and public works bond package now 
b efore the Legislature. 

The Governor told a group repr~senting e ver y phase of the 
construction industry from ,. archi tee ts to pipef i tters that the bond 
_ssue woull generate 38,000 "needed jobs " in Massachusetts. 

"At a time when the construction industry in particular and 
~he Massachusetts economy generally &re being batt0red by intolerably 
h igh unemployment rates, we cannot afford to delay passage of this 
measure any longer," the Governor said in a statement released at 
, meeting of the Massachusetts Building Congress at Pier 4 in 
Boston (Boston Room, 2nd Floor, 7:45 p.m.). 

"This bill will carry forward vitally needed transit, rail 
2nd highway projects throughout the Commonwealth, " Dukakis said. 
' It will provide jobs for our badly depressed construction industry ,. 

and it will give much-needed vitality and accessibility to 
Massachusetts industry. 

"This program is truly balanced--balanced by mode of 
t ransportation and balanced by geography. It's not a Greater 
Boston bill and it's not a mass transit bill. It's a bill that 
each and every segment of the economy in each and every part 
of the state ought to support." 

The Governor commended the Legislature's Committee on 
Transportation for its support, but added: 

"I can understand why this bill was delayed five-and-a-ha f 
months as we fought off our fiscal problems. Now, wi t h our fiscal 

roblerns behind us, I would hope th s bill receives speedy 
approval from the Legis lature. 

"Your industry , " Dukakis told the builders, "ought to be 
T¥alking the cor ridors of the State House every day telling 
legis lators how important this bill is to you and y our jobless 
colleagues. 

"I know your industry wants an activist executive branch 
th!t takes the lead on public works projects, but these projects 
will ne er get into the ground unless you apply the steady press re 
necessary," Dukakis said. 
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The bill, House 6219, would authorize $325 million in 
expenditures for a broad array of transit projects, including: 

--$218 million for highway and bridge repair and construction 
by the Department of Public Works, of which $152 million would be 
federally-reimbursed. 

--$75 million, to be matched by $300 million in federal 
funds, for MBTA extensions: Red Line northwest from Harvard 
Square, Blue Line to Lynn, relocation of the Orange Line in 
the Southwest Corridor. 

--$8 million for land acquisition and design of a state 
Department of Transportation building in Boston's Park Square. 
"Not only will this consolidate the facilities of the various 
state transportation agencies currently scattered all over, 
but it will serve as the cornerstone for the badly-needed 
Park Plaza project," Dukakis said. 

--$25 million for rail passenger and freight improvements, 
including $10 million to purchase 140 miles of freight trackage 
scheduled for abandonment next year by CONRAIL, the new federally
created rail corporation which assumed the operations of seven 
bankrupt Northeast roads last week. 

"Without the money in this package for state takeover and 
rehabilitation of these branch lines," the Governor said~ "the 
jobs of some 6000 people in industries situated along these 
routes will be seriously jeopardized~~ 

The bill would authorize highway expenditures of $152 
million, which would be immediately reimbursed by the) 
federal highway fund. The Commonwealth would float $173 
million in bonds to cover the remainder of the package, 
and would receive $300 million in federal Urban Mass 
Transit Administration (UMTA} funds f or the MBTA expenses. 
Some additional federal reimbursements might result from 
smaller projects, such as rehabilitation of abandoned 
CONRAIL lines. 
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