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FROM THE OFFTCE OF GOVERNOR DUKAKIS 

FOR RELEASE 10 :0 0 A.M. 

STATE HOUSE BOSTO. 0 21 33 

TUESDAY , NOVEMBER 18, 1975 
CONTACT MARY FIFIELD 
(617) 72 7-27 66 , 2780 

The following is the text of remarks prepared for delivery 
by Governor Dukakis at the outset of the Governor's weekly 
cabinet meeting : 

Commissioner Stone has handed down a tough but fair decision in 
connection with the reque st for increases in personal injury automobile 
insurance rates which were filed with him by the insurance companies. 

His decision, however, is only one-step of three which are urgently 
required if we are to provide auto insurance for the p e ople of 
Massachusetts which is readily available and priced at a cost they can 
afford. 

The second, and most important, step is the passage--without 
delay--by the House o f the r ecommendations of the special commission 
on auto insurance. These recommendations have been made by the 
commission only after long, difficult and intensive study. Nobody is 
j umping for joy over them, but they are the minimum required to make 
sure that motorists of this state will be able to buy automobile 
insurance at reasonable cost in 1976. 

I understand the ·reluctance of some members of the House to 
support a standard $250 deductible in property damage and comprehensive 
coverage. On the o ther hand, as long as Massachusetts' motorists 
continue to make claims far in excess of the national average, and 
as long as this state continues to have the highest auto theft rate 
in the country, we have no alternatives. 

For this reason, it is essential that the House act--and act 
quickly . 

For Commissioner Stone has still a third step to go , and that is 
the holding of hearings and the rendering of a decision on the cost of 
property damage i nsurance for next year . If the House does not approve 
these proposals immediately, then h e wi ll be unable to hold hearings 
on the changes in the l aw , and I have grave doubts that we can 
guarantee the motorists of this state an automobile insurance policy 
for next year. 

This does not mean that we will not continue to seek new and 
better ways to provide automobile insurance to our people . But for 
the moment , the recommendations o f the commission are essential . 
They need speedy approval . 
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