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Governor Michael Dukakis Tuesday joined with the chairmen of the Special 

Commission on the Handicapped, Senator John W. Bullock (D-Arlington) and Rep. 

Francis C. LaPointe (D-Chicopee) in urging the use of "International Symbol of 

Access" signs on all buildings in the Commonwealth which are accessible to the 

handicapped. 

The International Symbol of Access is a stylized drawing of a figure in a 

wheelchair. It is used to indicate to the handicapped doorways wide enough to admit 

a wheelchair; entrances which are either at ground level or have a ramp; drinking 

fountains and telephones that can be reached by a person in a wheelchair; restrooms 

that will admit wheelchairs and which have support bars to assist disabled users; 

parking spaces wide enough to permit transfer from vehicle to chair; and other 

facilities that have been planned and constructed without barriers. 

The Governor and the Commission chairmen, speaking in the Cabinet Room, 

praised the elimination of architectural barriers in public buildings and offices, 

but said it is also necessary for buildings to be clearly identified so that the 

handicapped can take full advantage of the buildings' accessibility. 

The Special Connnission on the Handicapped, in conjunction with the Mass. 

Department of Correction, has developed a program for manufacturing and selling 

"International Symbol of Access" signs. 

These blue and white, reflective, alUJUinwn signs will be available to anyone 

wishing to mark an accessible facility. The cost will be $2.00 each for small, 

indoor signs, and $5.00 each for larger, outdoor signs. Signs indicating ramps, 

entrances, exits, restrooms, elevators, parking, and phones will be available. 
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The Commission is currently mailing out a brochure describing the program 

to all mayors, city managers, selectmen, county commissioners> housing author:i t.; ~,-, 

historic commissions, and agency heads in the Commonwealth . In a second phase of 

the program, the Commonwealth will contact the private sector. 

In addition to aiding the handicapped by marking accessible facilities, the 

program is also expected to generate funds for the Commomvealth. All proceeds 

from sale of the signs will go , to the General Fund. 

Anyone wishing to receive further information about the program should contact 

the Special Commission on the Handicapped at (617) 727-8215, Anyone wishing to order 

signs should call Robert Thomas, Mass, Dept. of Corrections, Industries Division> 

(617) 727-3314. 
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