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CONTACT }L~RY FIFIELD 
(617) 727-2766, 2780 

Governor Michael Dukakis Wed nesday signed a "No- Fault 
Divorce" bill, allowing Massa chusetts residents to fil e for 
divorce on the ground of an "irretrievable breakdown" of marriage . 

Speaking in the Cabinet Room, surrounded by members of 
the legislature who supported the bill, the Governor called the 
bill "one of the most important social reforms of this legislative 
session." 

"By including 'irretrievable breakdown of marriage' as a 
ground for divorce, we are taking an important step toward ridding our 
divorce proceedings of the hypocrisy which so often surrounds them. 
Divorce is a sad and wrenching-enough experience for most persons 
without asking t hem to a ct out a cha rade in court to prove that they 
no longer want to live together. Nor do we build credibility in 
the judicial system when we encourage perjury and c ollusion in 
divorce actions, as has happened under the existing system. 

The Governor commended "the many legislators who played 
such an instrumental role in obtaining l e gislative passage of 
this enlightened bill." 

Under the new law, which becomes effective January 1, 1976, 
the court will no longer be required to determine which partner 
caused the divorce. 

In addition , the new law specifies that when both parties 
agree to the divorce there shall be a ten month period between the 
time of the hearing and the time the court enters a judgment . When 
one party does not agree to the divorce, the re must be a 24-month 
waiting period between the filing of the c omplaint and the hearing. 

There is no change in the requirement that six months 
elapse before either party in a divorce can remarry. 

Attending the signing ceremony were: 

Senator Chester G. Atkins (D-Acton) 
Sen. Jack H. Backman (D-Brookline) 
Women's Caucus 
Rep. Thomas F. Brownell (D-Quincy ) 
Rep. Robert C. Buell (R-Boxford) 
Rep. Kevin M. Burke (D-Beverly) 
Rep. John A. Businger (D-Brookline) 
Rep . Laurence R. Buxbaum (D-Sharon) 
Rep. Michael F . Flaherty (D-Boston) 
Rep. Barbara E. Gray (R-Framingham ) 
Rep. Jonathan L. Heal y (R-Shelburne Falls ) 
Rep. Peter C. McCarthy (D-Peabody) 
Rep . David J. Mofenson (D-Newton ) 

Rep. Elaine Noble (D-Boston ) 
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Rep. William G. Robinson (R-Melros e ) 
Rep . James Segal (D- Brookline) 
Rep. George R. Sprague (R-Sherborn) 
Rep . Max Volterra (D-Attleboro) 
Jacob Drukman , Parents without Partners 
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