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The following is a statement p repared for delivery by Governor Michael 
Dukakis at h is weekly news confe r ence : 

I would like to begin this press briefing by commen ting on the Senate 
President's proposal to reorganize the state ' s system of higher education . 

I am opposed to that proposal and if it reaches my desk I shall veto it . 

I met with the Senat President yesterday af ternoon to explain the basis 
for my decision . 

First, and perhaps most i mportant, the process by which the plan was developed 
was appallingly shortsighted. Throughout this_ process, only a select few persons 
were consulted . Faculty, students and other interested persons at the state 
colleges were ignored . The board of trustees of t he state colleges was not even 
consulted until the l as t minute when it caught drift of the proposal. The matter 
has never been discussed at meetings o f the UMass trustees. And the new Chancellor 
of the Board of Highe r Education had, as of two days ago , not even received a draft 
of the proposal. 

What is the result of this peculiar process? 

Simply this: we now have a grand scheme to reorganize most of our higher educa
tional system which we are going to be asked to approve in the one short mon th r e
maining in this alrea dy too long legislative session. That is hardly the climate 
in which to consider a proposal of this magnitude. 

The plan itself is elitist in concept. Under the proposal several thous and 
students attending the state colleges would be fro zen out of the expanded University 
of Massachusetts. Furthermore , the l arge increase in tuition would deprive many 
others of the opportunity of a higher education. 

There are other concerns about the creati on of such a mega-university . For 
example, the possibilities of abuse of power are great, even more so if the Uni
versity of Lowell and Southeast~rn Massachusetts University are brought under the 
uMass umbrella in the next stage . One startling illustration of this abuse of 
power is Section 33 which proposes to freeze the present Board of Trustees of the 
University of Massachusetts for the next three years . At a time when the public 
is rightfully demanding increased accountability of public officials, this proposal 
would create a politica l structure that defies public scrutiny. 

I have no quarrel with the idea that the state needs to revamp its higher edu
cational system. To that end , I have already appointed a task force led by my 
Secre tary of Educational Affairs - and which includes the president of the 
Univers ity of Massachusetts - to come up with a series of recommendations to 

,; improve the system, and to deal with the problems of access, tuit ion and coo r dina
tion. As these recommendations are forth.coming during the next year, and after 
consultation with the Legislature and a wide range of interested groups, I will 
fil~ appropriate legislation with the Genera l Court. 

That seems to me to be the proper proce dure . 

Far too many families i n the Commonwealth have a stake in this issue to 
allow a proposal of this magnitude - drafted hurriedly and in secret -- to 
be rushed through the Legislature in the final month of a long and extremely 
di ffi cult legislative session. 
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