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Governor Michael Dukakis Wednesday asked the U. S . Department 
of Agr iculture (U SDA) to take over the inspection of meat and poult r y 
plants in the Commonwea lth because the state no longer has the f unds 
to continue adequate inspection on its own. 

The request, made in a letter mailed this morning to Agricul ture 
Secretary Earl Butz (a ttached ), would mean that the USDA rather than 
the state Division of Food and Drug s will inspect commercial processing 
and slaughtering plants for meat and poultry products. 

The state Department of Public Health.unit will continue t o 
inspect and license the distribution, storage and retail sale of meats 
and poultry, and to license "custom slaughtering" establishments which 
prepare animals owned by private citize ns and intended for home use. 

The USDA already inspects Massachusetts plants which produce 
meat and poultry for the interstate market , and plants o f intrastate 
producers which opt for federal inspe ction. This accounts fo r between 
80 and 90 per cent o f the meat and poultry consumed here . 

for 
The remaining 135 plants which produce meat and poultry strictly 

intrastate trade will come u nder federal regulation if Butz approves 
Governor's request. 

- the 
A federal takeover in these plants will end an agreement begun in 

1970 between USDA and the Department of Public Health, under which the 
federal government p r ovided 50 per cent r e imbursement for state 
enforcement of standards at least equivalent to those set up USDA . 

-

Dukakis asked for relief today under a provision of the 
federal law which requires federal a ssumption of i nspection duties 
whenever a state is unable to enforce USDA standards. 

"The Massachusetts budget for the fiscal year 1975-7 6 does not 
include f unds for the Commonwealth to continue its present Meat and 
Poultry Inspection program. Accordingly , Massachusetts is unable to meet 
the terms of the existing agreement with the federal government and will 
soon be forced to default on that agreement," Dukakis said. 

When it assumes control, the USDA is expected to hire many of the 
38 persons currently employed by the state inspection program. The 
Division of Food and Drugs is expected to hire some of the remaining 
individuals for its inspections o f meat distribution, storage and retail 
sale. 

Department of Public Health officials have consulted with counterparts 
in three other states -- New York, New Jersey and Connecticut -- which have 
similarly ceded control over intrastate meat and poultry plant inspection 
to the USDA wi thin the past several mont&s. 

The Governor asked that Butz 's depa rtment assume control by J anuary 1. 

### 

TEXT OF LETTER ATTACHED. 



-

-

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

MICHAEL S. DUKAKIS 
GOVERNOR 

Secretary Earl Butz 

STATE HOUSE 

United States Depar tment of Agriculture 
Independence Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Secretary Butz: 

BOSTON 02 l 33 

November 24, 1975 

As Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I hereby request that 
the · federal government assume the responsibility · of the Meat and Poultry 
Inspecti on program in the Commonwealth. I am making this request as a 
result of severe budgetary constraints. The Massachusetts budget for the 
fiscal year 1975-1976 does not include funds for the Commonwealth to con
tinue to run its present Meat and Poultry Inspection program. Accordingly, 
Massachusetts is unable to meet the terms of the existing agreement with 
the federal government and will soon be forced to default on that agreement. 
As I understand it, pursuant to 21 USCA 661 (c) (1), the federal government 
must assume such inspection duties whenever a state is unable to enforce 
requirements at l east equal to the federal standards . - -

A federal takeover of inspection responsibilities will void two ex isting 
federal agreements and contracts with the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health: Cooperative Agreement No. 12-25-2-2685, the State-Federal 
Cooperative Meat Inspection Program (Whol esome Meat Act); and Cooperative 
Agreement No. 12-25-A-2810, State-Federal Cooperative Poultry Products 
Inspection Program (Wholesome · Poultry Products Act). 

Although Massachusetts must terminate its meat and poultry inspection 
program, we will have sufficient funds to continue our inspection and 
regulation activities at the retail market l eve l where this function is 
not part of the federal inspection and r e gulation program . We wi 11 also be 
able to maintain full coverage for custom slaughterhouses. This residual 
program will complement slaughtering and processing plant inspections 
carried out by the USDA. 

Our financial situation makes the importance of a speedy and efficient 
transition essential. Accordingly, we l ook forward to working with USDA 
representatives to effect a smooth transition, preferably by January l, 
1976. 

Sincerely, 

MSD:sjs Michael S. Dukakis 


