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Governor Michael Du~akis said Saturday that the state and the nation 
must make an all-out effort to conserve energy resources. 

Speaking at the opening of an Energy Information Workshop and Forum c 
MIT's Kresge Auditorium (8:45 a.m.), the Governor said: "We must 
concentrate our efforts on devising a coherent and effective strategy for 
best use of existing energy resources in the decades ahead." 

The Governor said that while the Congress and the President "have beE 
debating the energy question for months" the New England region has "met 
the problem head-on. We have developed an energy policy that responds tc 
the needs of our people and reflects our economic structure." 

The Governor outlined some of the programs in Massachusetts which he 
said are "now underway to help our economy reach a high level of' energy 
efficiency ." 

He noted that he had ordered a 20 per cent energy savings in state 
buildings in one year in order to "show our citizens that the state 
government is doing its share." 

He also cited a statewide carpooling program, the adoption of an 
energy conservation standard for the state building code, the campaign tc 
assist municipalities in reducing energy usage, and his administration's 
commitment to mass transit, as other examples of how the state is trying 
to conserve energy. 

"Besides these conservation measures, the state is also attempting tc 
develop a variety of new energy sources," he said. "We will be making 
major efforts in the areas of solid waste energy systems, the reuae of 
waste heat and waste oil, solar energy, and exploration for oil and natu1 
gas on George's Bank." 

Returning to the theme of conservation at the conclusion of his 
rem~rks, the Governor said,''Perhaps one of the reasons we in New England 
believe so strongly in conservation is because we have always imported me 
of our energy and because our energy prices have always been higher than 
national average. 

"Perhaps other states and regions will learn from our experience. 
Perhaps our best New England traditions of frugality and efficiency will 
again be adopted by the country as a whole. In the long run, conservatic 
of our energy resources is the only hope for our country." 
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Two years have passed since the .Arab oil embargo -~eminded us of our overwhelming 
dependence on energy.· Since the winter of 1973 both the demand for energy and the 
cost of obtaining it have steadily increase-d. And there is little doubt that this 
trend will continue. 

We~ the American people, are finally realizing that we cannot use our energy 
re.sources as if we had an endless supply. The days of cheap energy are gone. Our 
ever-dwindling supplies cannot _hope to keep pace with an ever-increasing demand. 

We must concentrate our effor.ts on devising a coherent and effective strategy fo r 
the best use of existing energy resources in the decades ahead. 

The Congress and the President have been debating the energy question for months , 
and they are only now coming _to some agreement on some issues, Meanwhile, the 
responsibility has fallen on the states, We in this region have met the problem head
on. We have developed an energy policy that responds to the needs of our people and 
reflects our economic strucutre. 

The cornerstone of that policy is energy conservation -- the major means at our 
disposal to control our economic and environmental destiny in the ten to fifteen year 
period before alternative energy sources are developed. We are .convinced that the 
efficient use of energy is more cost effective than increasing energy supplies at an 
accelerated rate by laying pipelines or building power plants. 

We know that this is true for an individual trying to save energy by making his 
home more efficient. We know it is true for a business trying to save energy with more 
efficient processes and work schedules. 

We also believe it is true for a country choosing between policies which assist the 
energy consumer and those which aid the energy producer. Let me cite one striking 
example: United States oil companies are spending $7 billion to build an Alaska 
pipeline which, when completed, will supply about 6% of the nation's oil -- at a price 
of over $14.00 per barrel. That same money spent on insulation and other energy 
efficiency measures could~ much more than 6%, 

The goal of our energy policy is to make efficient use of exist1.ng energy resources 
and to limit the growth rate of new energy demand. We know that this can be done with
out economic hardship, 

We are proud of this policy, Let me outline a few of the prog~ams now underway to 
help our economy reach ·a high level of energy efficiency. 

First, we are setting an example with our own state buildings and operations. I 
have requested a 20% energy savings in state buildings in one year. It is an 
ambitious goal, but we are working hard to meet it. We are trying to show our citizens 
that the state government is doing its share. 

Our Executive Office of Transportation is conducting a statewide carpooling 
program. Our goal is a 25% reduction in the number of single passenger· cars coming 
into work each day. 
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We are one of the fLrst states i n t he nation to adopt an energy conservation 
standar d fo r our state building code. It i s anticipated that thi :3 cod€: will resu:,.· .. 
in more efficient new. buildings. Preliminary studies indicate that this can be done 
without increasing new building cos ts . In fac t , there may be substantia l cos t 
s avings because of lower heating and ventilation system requirements. 

We have engaged in a massive campaign to assist muni c j_ palities in cutting l:,ac} 
on energy usage. The Department of Community Affairs and the Energy Poli cy Off i ce 
are helping officials in cities and t owns save energy . in schools, town halls , and 
other municipal operations. The potential savings, in terms of energy and do l lars, 
is tremendous. 

· We have a strong commitment to mass t ransit. Subways, trolleys, and buse s must 
present a viable alternative to the private automobile. This is one of our t op 
priorities. 

Besides these conservation measures, the state is also attempting t0 devel op a 
variety of new energy sources. We will be making major efforts in the areas of 
solid waste energy systems, the resuse of waste heat and waste oil, solar energy, aid 
exploration for oil and natural gas on George's Bank. 

Solid waste energy systems have the potential to supply up to 9% of the s tate's 
electricity needs by 1985. One of the planned facilities, for example, will utilize 
3000 tons of waste per day and produce 50 megawatts of electric power. 

Thirteen million gallons of waste crankcase oil are disposed of in the Commonwea~ 
each year. These must be recycled. • 

We in New England believe that the proposed Solar Energy Research Institute should 
be located in this region and could serve as a focus for the entire nation in the a r ea 
of solar research. I have been working closely with the other five New England 
governors, the New England Council and the New England Congressional Caucus to insure 
that the region submits the best application for this institute. 

The Federal leasi·r:g program for development of George's Bank offshore oil and 
natural gas development is underway. A lease sale is scheduled for next August. \le 
in Massachusetts have an opportunity to demonstrate that such development can be 
managed in a manner consistent with environmental, social and economic goals. Very 
simply, we have areas in this state which have the capabilities of serving as an 
excellent support base for the oil industry and we have others which::nould not and 
cannot serve such a function. But we must have a voice in that process and We are 
strongly supporting legislation now before the Congress that will make the states r eel 
partners with the Federal government in this effort. 

Perhaps one of the reasons we in New England believe so strongly in conserva tion it 
because we have always imported most of our energy and because our energy prices have 
a l ways been higher than the national average. For example, in 1974 in9ustrial fuel 
prices in New England were 131% above - the national average while electricity pr ices 
averaged 58% above the national average. We know that demand policies are as impo~tar· 
to our economic well-being as supply programs. 

The rest of the nation is now catching up with us, however. Nationwide prices 
of coal and natural gas are on their way up. Supplies will be tight over the next 
few years for many parts of the country, especially for natural gas. Perhap :3 other 

s ta tes and regions will learn from our experience, Perhaps our best New Engl and 
traditions of frugality and efficiency will again be adopted by the country as a 
whole. In the long run, conservation of our energy resources is the only hope for 
our country. 


