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Governor Michael Dukakis and Economic Affairs Secretary Howard N. Smith 

today announced they will bring top state officials and hundreds of Boston's 

business, labor, and political leaders on Friday, December 12 to begin mapping a 

cooperative economic recovery program for Boston. 

The session, culminating a series of five economic development conferences 

Dukakis has conducted, will be held from 9:30 A.M. to 12:45 P.M. at the Statler-Hilt, 

The Governor, Secretary Smith, Lt. Governor Tom O'Neill, and five other 

Cabinet Secretaries will be discussing a coordinated approach toward economic 

- development. 
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"The states that have built successful economic development programs are 

those that brought together all elements of the public and private sector," the 

Governor said in announcing the conference. "At one level, we're bringing together 

the executive branch, with industrialists, investors and labor leaders. On another 

level, state officials are going to be working very closely with local governments 

and officials community leaders. 

"A cooperative effort of this sort, 11 Dukakis continued, "is the only way we're 

going to revitalize our economy and begin providing jobs and income for people and 

a growing revenue base for state and local government." 

The economic development conference is being managed at the state level by 

Secretary of Economic Affairs Howard N. Smith, who oversees the three agencies 

principally responsible for economic development in the state: Department of 

Commerce and Development, Department of Labor and Industries, and the Division of 

Employment Security. 

The three persons responsible for those agencies -- Commissioners John J. 

Mari no and Nicholas Roussos and D.E.S. Director John Crosier -- will participate 

in the conferences, as will Secretary of Transportation and Construction Fred 

Salvucci, Secretary of Environmental Affairs Evelyn Murphy, Secretary of Communities 

and Development William Flynn, Secretary of Consumer Affairs Lola Dickerman, 

and Director of State Planning Frank Keefe. 

(more) 
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The conference session will begin with a di.scussion by Dukakis, O'Neill, 

Secretary Smith, and other state officials of the state's economic development 

program and the steps the state is taking to foster Boston's economic growth. 

The participants will then respond to questions from the audience. 

The Boston conference follows similar conclaves in Lowell on September 

5, in New Bedford on September 12, in Worcester on October 3, and in Springfield 

on October 17 . 

The economic development conferences are an integral part of a comprehensive 

economic development program at the state level. Other facets include: 

Action at the state level to deal with issues which affect the broad 

economic environment and add to the cost of doing business in Massachusetts," 

including unemployment compensation, manpower programs, tax incentives for business 

energy, transportation, land use and planning. 

An extensive program by Commissioner of Commerce and Development John J. 

Marino to call on 8,000 companies across the state on a regular basis "to express 

our interest and uncover specific company problems where a responsive state 

government can expedite solutions," Dukakis said. 

The "Business Visitation Program" will consist of appointments with a 

company's chief operating officer by the field representatives, who have been 

reorganized by Marino on a regional basis, or in many cases by Marino, Smith, or 

the Governor as well. Dukakis has already made a number of visits to major 

Massachusetts employers, including the General Dynamics Shipyard in Quincy, 

Polaroid Corporation, and Northrup. 

ATTACHMENT: FACT SHEET FOR PRESS ABOUT CONFERENCE 
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FACT SHEET FOR REPORTERS AND EDITORS ON BOSTON ECONOMIC CONFERENCE 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1975 9:30 A.M. - 12:45 P,M. 

STATLER-HILTON 

The entire conference is open to the press. Coverage is invited . 

8:45 - 9:30 A.M. 

9:30 - 10:00 A.M. 

10:00 - 10:40 A.M. 

10:40 - 11:50 A.M. 

12:10 - 12:45 P.M. 

Conffee and Danish reception, the Parlors 

Welcoming remarks by Mayor Kevin White. 
Remarks by Governor Dukakis, Lt. Governor 
O'Neill, Economic Affairs Secretary Howard 
Smith, Georgian Room. 

Panel discussion in which six Cabinet Secretaries 
and three agency heads in the Executive Office 
of Economic Affairs discuss the state's economic 
development program and problems of concern to 
Boston, Georgian Room. 

Participants respond to written questions from 
audience. Questions will be collected by 
Ushers during the question-and-answer period, 
Georgian Room. 

Governor Dukakis, Lt. Governor O'Neill., Sec. Smith cond 
informal briefing for news media~ Hancock Room. 


