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Governor Michael Dukakis announ ,ed today that the first batch of 1976 
motor vehicle excise tax bills will be sent to local collection officials in 
January . No 1975 bills were sent until March of this year. 

Dukaki~ in a statement released while addressing the Massac~usetts Asaoc i n t i on 
of Collectors and Treasurers in Newton, told local government officials: " In f•l.e ver/, 
months, we have been able to do away with the incompetence and inefficiency Lb.at 
traditionally plagued the administration of the motor vehicle excise tax." 

The tax, which annually provides about $200 million in direct aid to the 
state's cities and towns, is an automobile tax administered and collected by local 
officials after they receive bills from the state Registry of Motor Vehicles. 

The Governor told the local collectors: "For years you have tried to collecc 
the motor vehicle excise tax efficiently, and for years you have been frustrated by 
a state government that couldn't even get its bills to you in the same year. But, 
t hanks to some solid management at the Registry and at the Department of Corpora t i cn 
and Taxatio, we've now created a workable, computerized system to expedite the 
collection of this tax." 

The Governor listed the steps taken to help local officials and taxpayers 
with the excise tax: 

--
11This year, for the firs t time, more than 95 per cent of t he 3,500,000 bil1 s 

which should be sent in 1975, will actually reach the cities and towns before 
December 31. In 1974, the state managed to process only 85 per cent of the total, 
and in January we were left with 500,000 overdue bills. 

--"The Registry has sent out all delinquent bills, a few of which date back to 
1972. This will provide some $27 million to our hard-pressed cities and towns. 11 

--"With the assistance of the Department of Corporations and Taxat:.on, t he 
Regis t ry has established a system giving local collection officials the ability 
to tell the Registry directly of any abatements, errors, or other changes in a 
taxpayer's automotive records. The information can be quickly entered into the 
Registry's computers, sparing taxpayers and local officials the confusion and 
f rustration endemic to the old system. 

"At one minute past midnight on January 1, 1976," Governor added, "the 
Regis try's computers will begin to calculate the first batch of 1976 motor vehicl 
excise tax bills." 
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